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TALE II. 

8^e Caltoman^ 



CHAPTER I. 

—All mj long anear of honour lott, 
Heaped up in youth, and hoarded up for age. 
Hath Honour's fountain then suck*d up the stream ? 
He hath— and hooting boys may barefoot pass, 
And gather pebbles from the naked ford. 

Don Sebastian, 

Aftee a torrent of af&icting sensations, by which 
he was at first almost stunned and confounded. Sir 
Kenneth'*s first thought was to Ipok for the authors 
of this violation of the English banner ; bat in no 
direction could he see traces of them. His next, 
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4 TALES OF THE CRUSADERS. 

which to some persons, but scarce to any who have 
made intimate acquaintances among the canine 
race, may appear strange, was to examine the con- 
dition of his fidthful Roswal, mortally wounded, as 
it seemed, in discharging the duty which his master 
had been seduced to abandon. He caressed the dy- 
ing animal, who, faithful to the^last, seemed to for- 
get his own pam in the satisfaction he received from 
bis master's presence, and continued wagging his 
tail and licking his hand, even while by low moan- 
ings he ei^ressed that his agony was increased by 
the attempts which Sir Kenneth made to withdraw 
from the wound the fragment of the lance, or 
javelin, with which it had been inflicted ; then re- 
doubled his feeble endearments, as if fearing he 
had. offended his master by showing a sense of the 
pain to which his interference had subjected him. 
There was something in the display of the dying 
creature's attachment, which mixed as a bitter in- 
gredient with the sense of disgrace and desolation 
by which Sir Kenneth was oppressed. His only 
£nend seemed removed from him, just when he 
bad incurred the contempt and hatred of all be- 
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TALES OF THE <^EnSABSB6. 5 

sides. ThelEniglii*8 strength of mind gave way to 
a burst of agonized distress, and he groaned and 
wept aloud. 

While he thus indulged his grief, a dear and 
solenm voice, dose heside hkn, pronounced these 
words in the sonorous tone of the Teaders of the 
mosque, and in the lingua Franca, mutually un- 
derstood by Christians and Saracens :— 

'^ Adversity is like the period of the former and 
of the latter rains,— -cold, comfortless, unfriendly 
to man and to animal ; yet from thence comethe 
flower and the fruit, the date, the rose, and ihe 
pomegranate.^ 

Sir Kenneth of the Leopard turned towards 
the speaker, and beheld die Arabian physidan, 
who, approadiing him unheard, had seated him- 
self a Kttle behind him eross-le^;ed, and uttered 
with gravity, yet not without a tone of sympa- 
thy, the moral sentences of consolation with 
which the Koran and its commentators sup- 
plied him ; for, in the East, wisdom is hdd to 
consist, not in a display of the sage^s own inven- 
tive talents, but in his ready memory^ and happy 



Digiti; 



zed by Google 



6 TAXrBS OF THJE CBUSADsilS. 

application of and reference to " that which is 
written." 

Ashamed at being surprised in a womanlike 
expression of sorrow, Sir Kenneth dashed his 
tears indignantly aside, and again busied himself 
with his dying fevourite. 

" The poet hath said,'' continued the Arab, 
without noticing th^ knight's averted looks and 
sullen deportment—" the ox for the field, and 
the camel for the desert. Were not the hand of 
the leech fitter than that of the soldier to cure 
wounds, though less able to inflict theln ?" 

" This patient, Hakim, is beyond thy help," 
said Sir Kenneth ; *« and, besides, he is, by thy 
law, an unclean animal." 

" Where Allah hath deigned to bestow life, 
and a sense of pain and pleasure," said the physi- 
cian, " it were sin&l pride should the sage, whom 
he has enlightened, refuse to prolong existence, 
or assuage agony. To the sage, the cure of a mi- 
serable groom, of a poor dog, and of a conquering 
monarch, are events of little distinction. Let me 
examine this wounded animal." 
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TALES OF THE CB08AI>EBS. 7 

Sir Kenneth acceded in BileBce, and the phyu- 
cian inspected and handled Roswal's wound with 
as much care and attention as if he had been a 
human being. He then took forth a ease of instru- 
ments, and, by the judicious and skilful application 
of pincers, withdrew from the wounded shoulder 
the fragment of the weapon, and stopped with styp- 
tics and bandages the effiision of blood which fol- 
lowed ; the creature all the while suffering him 
patiently to perform these kind offices, as if he had 
been aware of his kind intentions. 

^' The animal may be cured,^ said £1 Hakim, 
addresfflug himself to Sir Kenneth, ^* if you will 
pennit me to canjbim to my tent, and treat him 
with the care which the nobleness of his nature 
deserves. For know, that your servant Adonbec 
is no less skilfrd in the race and pedigree, and 
distinctions of good dogs and of noble steeds, than 
in the.diseases which affect the human raoe.^ 

" Take him with you," said the knight. " I 
bestow lum on you freely if he recovers. I owe 
thee a reward for attendance on my squire, and 
have nothing else to pay it with. For myself, I 
will never again wind bugle, or halloo to hound." 



Digiti; 



zed by Google 



8 TALES OF THE CEUSABEAC. 

The Arabian made no reply, but gave a signal 
with a claiming of his hands,' which was instantly 
answered by the appearance of two black slaves. 
He gave than his orders in Arabic, received the 
answer, that ** to heair was to obey,^ when, taking 
the animal in their arms, they removed him, with- 
out much resistance on his part ; for though his 
eyes turned to his master, he was too weak to 
struggle. 

** Pare thee well, Koswal, then,^ siud Sir Ken- 
neth, — ^^ fare thee well, my last and only friend'— 
thou art too noble a possession to be retained by 
one such as I must iniiiture call myself.— I would,^ 
he said, as the slaves retiied, ^ that, dying as he 
is, I could exchange conditions with that nxMe 
animal.^ 

<^ It is written,^ answered the Arabian, although 
the exclamation had not been addressed to him, 
^< that all creatures are fashioned for the service 
of man ; and the master of the earth speaketh folly 
when he would exchange, in his impatience, his 
hopes here and to come, for the servile condition 
of an inferior being.^^ 
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TALES OF THS CBUSADSKS. 9 

^^ A dog i^ko dies in dischaigiiig kis duty ,^ laid 
the knight, sternly, " is better than a man who 
deserts it Leave me. Hakim ; Aou hast, on liiis 
side of miracle, the most wonderful science which 
jnan ever possessed, but the wounds of the spirit 
are beycmd thy power." 

*^ Not if the patient will explain his caUmityi 
and be guided I^ the physician," said Adonbec 
El Hakim. 

<< Enow, then," said Sir Kenneth, ** since 
thou art so importunate, that last night, the Ban* 
ner of England was disphiyed from this mound — 
I was its appointed guardian^^p-moming is- now 
hreaking — there lies ibe broken banner-spear— 
the standard itself is lost — and here sit I a living 
man." 

*^ How !" said El Hakim, examining him ; " thy 
armour is whol^— there is no blood on thy wea- 
pons, and report speaks thee one unlikely to return 
thus from fight.*->Thou hast been trained from thy 
post-^ay, tndned by the rosy cheek and Uack 
eye of one of those houris, to whom ye Nasarenes 
vow rather such service as is due to Allah, than 
such love as may lawfully be rendered to forms cf 
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10 TALES OF THE CEUSADEES. 

clay like our own. It has been thus assuredly ; 
for 80 hath man ever fallen, even since the days 
of Sultan Adam.'' 

^^ And if it were so, physician,'' said Sir Ken- 
neth, sullenly, " what remedy ?" 

** Knowledge is the parent of power," said El 
Hakim, ^^ as valour supplies strength. — Listen to 
me. Man is not as a tree, bound to one spot of 
earth — ^nor is he framed to cling to one bare rock, 
like the scarce animated shell-fish. Thine own 
Christian writings command thee, when persecuted 
in one city to flee to another ; and we Moslem also 
know, that Mohammed, the Prophet of Allah, 
driven forth from the holy dty of Mecca, found 
his refuge and his helpmates at Medina." 

^^ And what does this concern me .^" said the 
Scot. 

^^ Much," answered the physician. ^^ Even the 
sage flies the tempest which he cannot control. 
Use thy speed, therefore, and fly from the ven- 
geance of Richard to the shadow of Saladin's vic- 
torious banner." 

'^ I might indeed hide my dishonour," i^aid Sir 
Kenneth, ironically, ^^ in a camp of infidel hea- 
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thens, where the very phrase is unknoim.— Bat 
had I not better partake more fully in their re- 
proach P Does not thy advice stretch so far as to 
recommend me to take the turban ? Methinks I 
want but apostacy to consummate my infamy/^ 

^^ Blaspheme not, Nazarene,^ said the physi- 
cian, sternly ; ** Sahidin makes no converts to the 
law of the Prophet, save those on whom its pre- 
cepts shall work cpnviction. Open thine eyes to 
the light, and the great Soldan, whose liberality 
is as boundless as his power, may bestow on thee a 
kingdom ; remain hUnded if thou wilt, and, bebg 
one whose second life is doomed to misery, Sala- 
diD wi/i yet, in this span of present time^ make 
thee rich and happy. But fear not that thy brows 
shall be bound with the turban, save at thine own 
free choice.'' 

^^ My choice were rather,'' said the knight, 
*' that my writhen features should blacken, as they 
are like to do, in this evening's setting sun." 

" Yet thou art not wise, Nazarene," said El 
Hakim, " to reject this fair offer; for I have 
power with Saladin, and can raise thee high in his 
grace. Look you, my son— this crusade, as you 
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12 TALES OF THE CRUSADERS. 

call your wild enterprize, is like a large dromond* 
parting asunder in the waves. Thou thyself hast 
borne terms of truce from the Kings and Princes 
whose force is here assembled, to the mighty Sol- 
dan, and knew^st not, perchance, the full tenor of 
thine own errand.^ 

*^ I knew not, and I care not,^^ said the Knight, 
impatiently ; *^ what avails it to me that I have 
been of late the envoy of princes, when, ere night, 
I shall be a gibbetted and dishonoured corse P"^ 

^^ Nay, I speak that it may not be so with thee,^ 
said the physician. '^ Saladin is courted on all 
sides ; the combined Princes of this league formed 
against him, have made such proposals of composi- 
tion and peace, as, in other circumstances, it might 
have become his honour to have granted to them. 
Others have made private offers on th^ own 
separate account, to disjoin their forces from the 
camp of ihe Kings of Prangistan, and even to 
lend their arms to the defence of the standard of 
the Prophet. But Saladin will not be served by 



* The largest not of vessels then known, were termed dro* 
TuontUy or dromedaries. 
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TAX.SS OF THE CB1XSADERS. 13 

such treaclieroas and interested defection. The 
Kmg of kings will treat only with the Lion 
King. Ssfladin will hold treaty with none but 
the Melek Ric, and with him he wHl treat 
like a prince, or fight like a chaminon. To 
Richard he will yield such conditions of his free 
liberality, as the swords of all Europe could nerer 
compel fix>m him by force or terror. He will per- 
mit a free pilgrimage to Jerusalem, and all the 
places where the Nazarenes list to worship ; nay, 
he will so far share even his empire with his bro- 
ther Richard, that he will allow Christian garri- 
sons in the six strongest cities of Palestine, and 
one in Jerusalem itsd^ and suffer them to be 
undar the immediate command of the officers of 
Richard, who, he consents, shall bear the name of 
King Guardian of Jerusalem. Yet finrther^ strange 
and incredible as you may think it, know, Sir 
Knight— for to your honour I can commit even 
that almost incredible secret — ^know that Saladin 
will put a sacred seal on this happy union be- 
twixt the bravest and noblest of Frangistan and 
Asia, by raising to the rank of his royal spouse a 
Christian damsel, allied in blood to King Richard, 
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14 TALES OF THE CUUSADEBS. 

and known by the name of the Lady Edith of 
Plantagenet.'' * 

^' Ha ! — say'st thou ?'' exclaimed Sir Kenneth, 
vho, listening with indifference and apathy to the 
preceding part of El Hakim^s speech, was touch- 
ed by this last communicatbn, as the thrill of a 
nerve unexpectedly jarred, will awaken the sensa- 
tiaa of agony, eren in the torpor of palsy. Then 
hioderating his tone, by dint of much effort, he 
restrained his indignation, and veiling it under 
the appiearance of contemptuous doubt, he prose- 
cuted the conversation, in order to get as much 
knowledge as possible of the plot, as he deemed 
ity against the honour and happiness of her, whom 
he loved not the less that his passion had ruined 
apparently his fortunes, at once, and his honour. 
— ^^ And what Christian,'^ he said, with tolerable 
calmness, '^ would sanction an union so unnatural, 



* This may appear so extrsoidinary and improbable a pro- 
position, that it is necessary to say such a one was actually made. 
The historians, however, substitute the widowed Queen of Na- 
ples, sister of Richard, for the bride, and Saladin's brother for 
the bridegroom. They appear to be ignorant of the existence of 
Edith of PhmtageneL— See Mill's History of the Crusades, 
VOL II. p. 61. 
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as that of a Chnstian maiden with an unbelieying 
Saracen ?" 

<^ Thou art but an ignorant, bigotted Naza- 
rene. Seest thou not,^ said the Hakim, ** how 
the Mohammedan Princes daily intermarry with 
the noble Nazarene maidens in Spain, without 
scandal either to Moor or Christian P And the 
noble Soldan will, in his foil confidence in the 
blood of Richard, permit the English maid the 
freedom which your Prankish manners have as- 
signed to women. He will allow her the free ex« 
erdse of her religion, — seeing that, in very truth, 
it signifies but little to which faith females are ad- 
dicted, — snAhe inU assign her such place and rank 
over all the women of his zenana, that she shall 
be in every respect his sole and absolute Queen.^ 

<< What r said Sir Kenneth, '' darest thou 
think, Moslem, that Richard would give his kins- 
woman—^ high-born and virtuous princess— to be 
at best the foremost concabme in the haram of a 
misbeliever! Enow, Hakim, the meanest free 
Christian noble would scoita, on his child^s be- 
half, such splendid ignominy.^ 

" Thou errest,'' said the Hakim ; " Philip of 

9 
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France, and Henry of Champagne^ and others of 
Richard'^s principal allies, have heard the propo- 
sal without starting, and have promised, as far as 
they may, to forward an alliance, that may end 
these wasteful wars ; and the wise arch-priest of 
Tyre hath undertaken to break the proposal to 
Richard, not doubting that he shall be able to 
bring the plan to good issue. The Soldan^s wis- 
dom hath as yet kept his proposition secret from 
others, such as he of Montserrat, and the Master 
of the Templars, because he knows they seek to 
thrive by Richard's death or disgrace, not by his 
life or honour. — ^Up, therefore, Sir Knight, and 
to horse. I will give thee a scroll wUdi shall ad- 
vance thee highly with the Soldan ; and deem not 
that you are leaving your country, or her cause, 
or her religion, since the interest of the two mo- 
narchs will speedily be the same. To Saladin thy 
counsel will be most acceptable, since thou canst 
make him aware of much concerning the marriages 
of the Christians, the treatment of their wives, 
and other points of their laws and usages, which, 
in the course of such treaty, it much concerns him 
that he should know. The right hand of the Sol- > 
1^ 
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dan graspi ths treaaures of the Easl, and is the 
fouBtoin of generoaty. Or, if thou desiiest it, Sa- 
ladin, whm allied with England, ean hare but 
little diffiadty to obtain from Bichaid not only 
thy paxdon and rtetoration to &your, bat an ho- 
nouraUe oonunand in the troops which may be 
left of the King of Enf^d's host, to maintain 
their joint goveamment in Palestine. Up, then, 
and mount— -there lies a plain path before thee.** 
'* Hakim,'' said the Scottish Knight, ^ thon 
art a man of pea ce ■ als o, thou hast saved the life 
of Richard of England— and, moreover, of my 
own poor esquire, Strauchan. I have, therefore, 
heard to an end amatter, which being propounded 
by another Moslem than thyself, I would have cut 
short with a blow of my dagger. Hakim, in return 
for thy kindness, I advise thee to see that the Sa- 
racen, who shall propose to Bichard an union be- 
twixt the blood of Plantagenet and that of his ac- 
cursed race, do put on a helmet which is capable 
to endure such a blow of a battle-axe as that 
which struck down the gate of Acre. Certes, he 
will be otherwise placed beyond the reach even of 
thy skill.^ 

VOL. IV. ^ B 
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^^ Thou art, then, wilfiilly detennined not to 
fly to the Sarseen host? — ^Yet remember, thou 
stayest to cattaxa destruction ; and the writings 
of thy law, as well aa ours, prohibit man from 
farealdng into the tabernacle of his own life.'^ 

. ^^ God forbid r replied the Scot, crossing him- 
sdf ; ^^ but ^e are also forbidden to avoid the pu- 
nishment which our crimes have deserved ; and 
since so poor are thy thoughts of fidelity, Hakim, 
it grudges me that I have bestowed my good hound 
on thee, for should he live, he will have a master 
ignorant of his value.^^ 

<^ A gifit that is begrudged is already recalled,^ 
said El Hakim, <' only we physicians are sworn 
not to send away a patient uncured* If the dpg 
recover, he is once more yours.^ 

^^ Go to. Hakim,** answered Sir Kenneth; 
^^ men speak not of hawk and }iound when there 
is but an hour of day-breaking betwixt them and 
death. Leave me to recollect my sins, and recon- 
die myself to Heaven.^ 

** I leave thee m thine obstinacy,** isaid the 
physician ; ^^ the mist hides the precipice from 
those who are doomed to fall over it.** 
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He withdrew slowly, turning fifom time to time 
bis bead, as if to olwerve whether the devoted 
knight might not recall him either by word or 
fignal. At kst his turbaned figure was lost among 
the labyrinth of tents which lay extended beneath, 
whitening in the pale light of the dawning, before 
which the moonbeam had faded now away. 

But although the physician Adonbec*s words 
had not made that impression upon Kenneth 
which the sage desired, they had inspired the 
Scot with a motive for desiring life, which, disho- 
noured as he conceived himself to be, he was 
wiDing to part from as from a sullied vestment 
no longer becoming Ma wear. A number of cir- 
cumstances, which passed both betwixt himself 
and the hermit, and which he had observed to 
take place betwixt the anchorite and Sheerkhoff, 
(or Ilderim,) and which he now recalled to recol- 
lection; went to confirm what the Hakim had told 
him of the secret article of the treaty. 

" The reverend impostor !^ he exclaimed to 
himself; *^ the hoary hypocrite ! He spoke of the 
unbelieving husband converted by the believing 
wife — and what do I know but that the traitor ex* 
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hibited to the Saracen, accursed of God, the beau- 
ties of Edith Plantagenet, that the hound might 
jud|^ if she were fit to be admitted into the haram 
of a misbefiever ? If I had yonder infidel once more 
in the gripe, with which I once held him fast as 
ever hound held hare, never again should he at 
least come on errand disgraceful to the honour of 
Christian king, or noble and virtuous maiden. 
But I-— my hours are fast dwindling into minutes 
— ^yet while I have life and breath, smnething 
must be done, and speedily.*" 

He paused for a few minutes, threw firom him 
his helmet, then strode down the hill, and took 
the road to King Richard^s pavilion. 
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CHAPTER II. 

The feathcr*d songster, chanticleer, 

Had wound his bngle-hom. 
And told tho early TiUaflier 

The coming of the mom. 
King Edwaid taw the raddy atnaks 

Of light ecUpoe the gmjt 
And heard the raven's croaking throat 

Proclaim the iated day. 
^ Thou'rt right,'* he said, '^ for by the God, 

Thtu dt8 enlhTooed on high, 
Charles Bawdwin, and his fellows twain, 

Thia day shall surely die.** 

Chattbrtov. 



Ok the evening on which Sir Kenneth astumed 
his post, Richard, after the stormy event which 
disturbed its tranquillity, had retired to rest in 
the plenitude of confidence inspired by his un- 
bounded courage, and the superiority which he 
had displayed in carrying the point he aimed at 
in presence of the whole Christian host, and its 
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leaders, many of whom, he was aware, rq;arded 
in their secret souls the di^ace of the Austrian 
Duke as a triumph over themselves ; so that his 
pride felt gratified, that in prostrating one enemy 
he had mortified an hundred. 

Another monarch would have doubled his 
guards on the evening after such a scene, and 
kept at least a part of his troops under arms. But 
Coeur de Lion dismissed, upon the occasion, even 
his ordinary watch, and assigned to his soldiers a 
donative of wine to celebrate his recovery, and to 
drink to the Banner of Saint George ; and his 
quarter of the camp would have asstuned a cha- 
racter totally devoid of vigilance and military 
preparation, but that Sir Thomas de Vaux, the 
Earl of Salisbury, and other nobles, took precau- 
tions to preserve order and discipline among the 
revellers. 

The physician attended the King firom his re«: 
tiring to bed tiU midni^t was past, and twice 
administered medicine to him during thai period, 
always previously observing the quarts of heaven 
occupied by the full moon, whose influences he 
declared to be most sovereign, or most baleful to 
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the eflbct of his dnigtfi It was three houn sfteif 
midnight ere El HaUm witlidrew from ibe royal 
tent) to ohe which had been pitched fi»r himself 
and his retintte* In his way thither, he Visited 
the tent of Sir Kenneth of the Leopard^ in order 
to see the condition of his first patient in the 
Christian camp» old Stranchan, as the knight^s 
esquire waib named. Inquiring there for Sir Ken- 
neth himself) El Hakim learned on what duty he 
was employed, and probably this information led 
him to Saint Greorge^s Mount) where he found 
him whom he sought in the disastrous circum- 
stanees alluded to in the last chapter. 

It was about the hour of sun-rise, wheii a slow, 
armed tread was heard approaching the King^s 
pavilion ; and ere De Y aux, who Numbered beside 
his master^s bed as %htly as ever sleep sat upon 
the eyes of a watch*dog, had time to do more than 
arise and say^ ^* Who comes ?^ the Knight of the 
Leopard entered the tent, with a deep and devotpd 
gloom seated upon his manly features* 

'' Whence this bold intrusion. Sir Knight ?^ 
said De Vaux, sternly, yet in a tone which r«^ 
spected his master^s slumbers. 
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^VHold ! De Vaux,^ said Richard^ awakiiig on 
the instant ; ^^ Sir Kenneth oometh like a good 
soldier to render an account of his guard— *to such 
the General's tent is ever accessible.^— -Then ri- 
sing from his slumbering posture, and leaning cm 
his elbow, he fixed his lai^ bright eye upon the 
wanrior-*^^ Speak, Sir Scot, thou comest to tell 
me of a vigilant, safe, and honourable watch, 
dost thou not ? The rustlmg of the folds of the 
Banner of England were enough to guard it, even 
without the body of such a knight as men hold 
thee." 

** As men will hold me no more," said Sir 
Kenneth — ^^ My watch hath neither been vigilant, 
safe, nor h(mourable. The Banner of England 
has been carried off." 

'< And thou alive to tell it ?" said Richard, in 
a tone of derisive incredulity,"—^^ Away, it cannot 
be. There is not even a^cratch on ti^ face. Why 
dost thou stand thus mute P Speak the truth— *- 
it is ill jestmg with a king— yet I will foigive thee 
if thou hast Ued." 

^^ Lied ! Sir King !" returned the unfortunate 
knight, with fierce emphasis, and one glance of 
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fire firom Mt eye, bright and tnuuieiit as the flash 
fieom, the cold and stony flint. << But this also 
must be endured.*— I have qpoken the tnith.^ 

'< By God, and by Saint George T said the 
Kuig, bursting into fury, which, however, he in- 
stantly checked*-"'' De Vaux, go vi^w the spo^^ 
This fever has disturbed his brain^— This cannot 
be— The man's courage is proof— It cammoi be ! 
Go speedily-— or send, if thou wilt not ga^ 

The King was interrupted by Sir Henry Ne- 
ville, who came, breathless, to say that the ban- 
ner was gone, and the knight who guarded it 
overpowered, and most probably murdered, as 
there was a pool of Uood where the banner-spear 
lay shivered. 

'' But whom do I see here ?"* said Neville, his 
eyes suddenly resting upon Sir Kenneth. 

<' A traitor,^ said the King, starting to his ftet, 
and sdzing (he curtal-axe, which was ever near 
his bed*-'' a traitor I whom thou shalt see die a 
traitor'^s death.^ — ^And he drew back the weapon as 
in act to strike. 

Coburless, but firm as a marble statue, the 
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Scot stbod before hiiti> with his bare head vaaeo^ 
vered by any protection, his eyes cast down to thd 
earth, his Ups scarcely moving, yet muttering pro* 
bably in pifayer. Opposite to him, and within the 
due reach for a blow, stood King Richard, his 
^ large person wrapt in the folds of his camesda^ 
or ample gown of linen, except where the violence 
of his action had flung the covering from his right- 
arm, shoulder, and a part of his breast, leaving to 
view a specimen of a fiame which might have 
merited his Saxon predecessor's epithetof Ironside. 
He stood for an instant, prompt to strike-^then 
sinking the head of the weapon towards the ground^ 
he exclaimed, ^< But there was blood, Nevillc-i- 
there was blood upon the place. Hark thee, Sir 
Scot — ^brave thou wert once, for I have seen thee 
fight — Say thou hast slain two of the dogs in de- 
fence of the Standard-— say but one— say thou 
hast struck but a good blow in our behalf, and get 
thee out of the camp with thy life and thy infah 
my.'' 

" You have called me liar, my Lord King,^' 
replied Kenneth, firmly ; << and therein^ at least, 
you have done me wrong — Know, that there was 
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no Uood shed in defence of the Staadsid Mve 
that of a poor hound, which, more faithfiil than 
his master, defended the charge which he desert- 
ed.'' 

<«Nov, by Saint George r saidBichaid, agam 
heaviiig up his arm — ^But De Vauz threw him* 
self between the King and (he olgect of his tcd-^ 
geanoe, and spoke with die bhmt truth of his 
character, ^' My liege, this must not be here, 
nor by your own hand. It is enough of felly for 
one night and day, to have intrusted your banner 
to a Seot-*HBaid I not they were ever fair and 
ftlae?'' : 

** Thou didst, De Vaut ; ihou wast rights and 
I confess it,'^ said Bichard. *^ I should haTe 
known him better — I should haye remembered 
how the fox William deceiTed me touching this 
crusade.^ 

'< My lordr said Sir Kemieth, <' WiHiam of 
Scotland neter deceived, but drcumstances pre* 
vented his bringmg his forces.^ 

" Peace, shameless !"" said the King; *^ thou 
sulliest the name of a prince, even by speaking 
it— And yet, De Vaux, it is strange,"" he added^ 
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^* to see the bearing of the man. Coward or trai- 
tor be must be, yet be abode the blow of Richard 
Phmtagenet, as our arm had been raised to hiy 
knighthood on his shoulder. Had he shown the 
slightest sign of fear— had but a joint trembled, or 
an eyelid quivered, I had shattered his head like 
a crystal goblet. But I cannot strike where there 
is neither fear nor resistance.^ 

There was a pause. 

^ My lord,"" said Kenneth 

^' HaT replied Richardf intemiptmg him, 
'* hast thou found thy speech P Ask grace from 
Heayen, but none firom me, for England is dis- 
honoured through thy feult ; and wert thou mme 
own and only brother, there is no pardon for thy 
feult'' 

<^ I speak not to demand grace of mortal man,'' 
said the Scot ; ^* it is in your Grace's pleasure to 
fpye or refuse me time for Christian shrift-^if 
man denies it, may Grod grant me the absolution 
which I would otherwise ask of his Church. But 
whether I die on the instant, or half an hour 
hence, I equally beseech your Grrace for one mo« 
ment's opportunity to speak that to your royal 
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penon, vluch lugUy omoenu your fiune as a 
Chiistiaii King^ 

<< Say on,^ said the King, making no doubt 
that be was about to bear some oonfesnon eon* 
oenung the loss (tf the Banner. 

<' What I have to speak,'' said Sir Kenneth, 
'* touches the royalty of En^^and, and must be 
said to no ears but thine own.** 

<< Begone with yourselires, sirsy"* said the King 
to Ne^e and De Vauz. 

The first obqred, but the latter would not stir 
from tbe King's pteaenee. 

'' If you said I was in the right^"* replied De 
Vaux to his soYcreign, ^^ I will be treated as (»e 
should be who hath been found to be righfr— that 
is, I will hare my own will I leave you not with 
this false Soot'' 

*< How, De Vaux,"" said Richard, angrily, and 
stamping slightly, *^ darest thou not venture our 
person with one traitor P** 

*' It is in vain you frown and stamp, my lord,* 
said De Vaux; ^^ I venture not a sick man widi a 
sound one, a naked man with one armed in proirfl'' 

'' It matters not,"" said the Scottish knight. 
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<^ I seek no excuse to pot off lima-— I will speak 
in presence of the Lord of Gilsland. He is good 
lord and ttue.^ 

^^ But half an hour since,*^ said De Yaux, with 
a groan, implying a mixture of sorrow and vexa- 
tion, ^^ and I had said as much for thee i^ 

<< There is treason around you, King of Eng- 
land,^ continued Sir Kenneth. 

<^ It may well be as thou say^st,** replied Rich- 
ard, << I have a pregnant example.^ 

^^ Treason that will injure thee more deeply 
than the loss of an hundred banners in a pitched 
field. The— the''— Sir Kenneth hesitated, and 
at length continued, in a lower tone, ^^ The Lady 
Edith "* 

<< Ha !'^ said the King, drawing himself sud- 
denly into a state of haughty attention, and fix- 
ing his eye firmly on the supposed criminal; 
" What of her ? — ^what of her ?-^what has she to 
do with this matter ?** 

^^ My lord,^ said the Scot, *^ there is a scheme 
on foot to disgrace your royal lineage, by bestow- 
ing the hand of the Lady Edith on the Saracen 
Soldaa, and thereby to purchase a peace most dis- 
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honourable to Cliiisteiidoiii, by an allianee most 
shameful to England.^ 

This communication had predsely die contrary 
efi&ct from that which Sir Kenneth expected. 
Ridbard Phmti^;enet was one of those, who, in 
Ingots words^ would not serve God because it was 
die devil who bade him ; advice or infonnation 
often affected him les^ aocordmg to its reel import, 
than through the tinge which it took from the sup* 
posed character and views of those by whom it was 
communicated. Unfortunately, the mention of his 
relative's name renewed his recollection of what 
he had considered as extreme presumption in the 
Knight of the Leopard, even when he stood high 
in the rolls of chivaby, but which, in his present 
condition, seemed an insult sufficient to drive the 
fiery monarch into a frenzy of passion* 

^^ Silence,^ he said, ^^ infamous and audacious ! 
By Heaven, I will have thy tongue torn out with 
hot pincers,for mentioning the very name of anoble 
Christian damsel ! Know, degenerate traitor, that 
I was already aware to what height thou hadst 
dared to raise thine eyes, and endured it, though 
it were insolence even when thou hadst cheated us 
11 



Digiti; 



zed by Google 



d2 TALES OF THB CADSADERS. 

—for thou art all a deceit— -into holding thee as of 
some name and fiune. But now, with lips blistered 
with (he confession of thine own dishonour— that 
thou shouldst fww dare to name our noble kinswo^ 
man as one in whose fiite thou hast part or interest ! 
What is it to thee if she marry Saracen or Chris- 
tian ?— what is it to thee, if in a camp where 
princes turn cowards by day, and robbers by night 
•—where braye knights turn to paltry deserters 
and traitors— what is it, I say, to diee, or any 
one, if I should please to ally myself to truth, 
and to valour, in the person of Saladin ?^ 

^* Little to me, indeed, to whom all the world 
will soon be as nothing,^ answered Sir Kameth, 
]boldly ; ^^but were I now stretched on the rack, 
I would tell thee, that what I have said is much to 
thine own conscience and thine own fame. I tell 
thee. Sir King, that if thou dost but in thought 
entertain the purpose of wedding thy kinswoman, 
the Lady Edith "^ 

^' Name lier not— and for an instant think not 
of her,^ said the King, again straining the curtal- 
axe in his gripe, until the muscles started above 

13 
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his brawny arm, like ccnrcbge finrmed bjr the ivy 
around the Hmb of an oak. 

<^ Not name— not think of her T answered Sir 
Kenneth, his spirits, stunned as they were by self- 
depression, beginning to recover their elasticity 
from this species of controversy,— '* Now, by the 
Cross, on which I place my hope, her name shall 
be the last word in my mouth, her image the last 
thought in my mind. Try thy boasted strength 
on this bare brow, and see if thou canst prevent 
my purpose.'* 

<< He will drive me mad !*— - said Richard, who, 
in bis despite, was staggered in his purpose by the 
dauntless determination of the criminal. 

Ere Thomas of Gikland could reply, some 
bustle was heard without, and the a^val of the 
Queen was announced from the outer part of the 
pa iUon. 

^^ Detain her— detain her, Neville,^ said the 
King ; ^^ this is no sight for women — Fie, that I 
have suffered such a paltry traitor to chafe me 
thus ! — ^Away with him, De Vaux,^ he whbpered, 
^^ through the back-entrance of our tent— coop him 
up dose, and answer for his safe custody with your 

VOL. IV. c 
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life. — And hark ye— he is presently to die — ^let 
him have a ghostly father— >we would not kill soul 
and body.— 'And stay — ^hark thee— we will not 
have him dishonoured — ^he shall die knight-like, 
in his belt and spurs ; for if his treachery be as 
black as hell, his boldness may match that of the 
devil himself.^ 

De Vaux, right glad, if the truth may be guess- 
ed, that the scene ended without Richard^s de- 
scending, to the unkingly act of himself slaying an 
unresisting prisoner, made haste to remove Sir 
Kenneth by a private issue to a separate tent, 
where he was disarmed and put in fetters for se- 
curity. De Vaux looked on with a steady and 
melancholy attention, while the provost's officers, 
to whom Sir Kenneth was now committed, took 
these severe precautions. 

When they were ended, he said solemnly to 
the unhappy criminal — " It is King Richard's 
pleasure that you die undegraded — without muti- 
lation of your body, or shame to your arms— <and 
that your head be severed fit>m the trunk by the 
sword of the executioner.** 

^^ It is kind,** said the knight, in a low and 
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rather subnuBsiye tone of voice, as one who recei- 
ved an unexpected favour ; ^* my fiimily will not 
then hear the worst of the tale— Oh, my father — 
my father !*" 

This muttered invocation did not escape the 
Uunt but kindly-natured Englishman, and he 
brushed the back of his large hand over his rough 
features, ere he could proceed. 

^^ It is Hichard of England's farther pleasure,"" 
he said, at length, ^^ that you have speech with a 
holy man, and I have met on the passage hither 
with a Carmelite friar, who may fit you for your 
passage. He waits without, until you are in a 
habit of mind to receive him."" 

'^ Let it be instantly,"" said the knight. ^^ In 
this also Richard is kind. I cannot be more fit to 
see the good father at any time than now ; for life 
and I have taken farewell, as two travellers who 
have arrived at the cross- way, where their roads 
separate."" 

'^ It is well,"" said De Vaux, slowly and so- 
lemnly ; ^^ for it irks me somewhat to say that 
which sums my message. It is King Richard's 
pleasure that you prepare for instant deiith."" 
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" God's pleasure and the King's he done,'' re- 
plied the knight, patiently. ^^ I neither contest 
the justice of the sentence, nor desire delay of the 
execution.^ 

De Vaux began to leave the tent, but very 
slowly — paused at the door, and looked back at 
the Scot, from whose aspect thoughts of the 
world seemed banished, as if he was composing 
himself into deep devotion. The feelings of the 
stout English Baron were in general none of the 
most acute, and yet, on the present occasion,, his 
sympathy overpowered him in an unusual man- 
ner. He came hastily back to the bundle of reeds 
on which the captive lay, took one of his fettered 
hands, and said, with as much softness as his 
rough voice was capable of expressing, *^ Sir Ken- 
neth, thou art yet young— thou hast a father. 
My Ralph, whom Heft training his little galloway- 
nag on the banks of the Irthmg, may one day be 
thy years — and, but for last night, would to God 
I saw his youth bear such promise as thine.-— Can 
nothing be said or done in thy behalf?" 

** Nothing," was the melancholy answer. " I 
have deserted my charge— the Banner intrusted 
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tome is lost — ^Wben the headsman and block are 
prepared, the head and trunk are ready.^ 

'^ Nay, then, God hare mercy T said De 
Vaux ; ^^ yet would I rather than my best horse 
I had takai that watch myself. There is mysteiy 
in it, young man, as a phin man may desoy, 
though he cannot see throi:^h it— -Cowardice ? 
pshaw ! No coward ever fought as I hare seen 
thee do.— -Treachery ! I cannot think tndtom die 
in their treason so cahnly. Thou hast been train- 
ed from thy post by some deep guile— some well- 
devised stratagem— the ciy of some distressed 
maiden has caught thine ear, or the laughful look 
of some merry one has taken thine eyes. Never 
blush for it, we have all been led aside by such gear. 
Come, I pray thee, make a clean conscience of it 
to me, instead of the priest-— Richard is merciful 
when his mood is abated. Hast thou nothing to 
intrust to me ?" 

The unfortunate knight turned his face from 
the kind warrios, and answered — " Nothing.'' 

And De Vaux, who had exhausted his topics 
of persuasion, arose and left the tent, with folded 
arms, and in melancholy deeper than he thought 
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the occasion merited— even angry with himself, 
to fiiid that so simple a matter as the death of a 
Scottish man could affect him so nearly. 

" Yet,*^ as he said to himself, " though the 
rough-footed knaves be our enemies in Cumber- 
land, in Palestine one almost considers them as 
brethren.^ 
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CHAPTER III. 



'Tu not her senie— for lure, in tliAt 
Thae*8 nothing man than eommon ; 

And all her wit if only chat. 
Like any other woman. 



The bigh-bom Berengaria, daughter of San* 
chez, Xing of Navaire, and the Queen-Conaort 
of the heroic Richard, was accounted one of the 
most beautiful women of the period. Her form 
was slight, though exquisitely moulded. She was 
graced with a complexion not common in her coun- 
try, a profusion of fair hair, and features so ex- 
tremely juvenile, as to make her look several years 
younger than she really was, though in reality she 
was not above one and twenty. Perhaps it was 
under the consciousness of this extremely juvenile 
appearance, that she affected, or at least practised 
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a little childish humorousness, and wilfulness of 
manner, not unbefitting, she might suppose, a 
youthful bride, whose rank and age gave her a right 
to have her fantasies indulged and attended to. 
She was by nature perfectly good humoured, and 
if her due share of admiration and homage (in her 
opuiion a very large one) was duly resigned to her, 
no one could possess better temper, or a more 
firiencby disposition ; but then, like all despots^ the 
more power that was voluntarily yielded to 3ier, 
the more she desired to extend her sway. Some- 
times, even when all her ambition was gratified, 
she chose to be a little out of health, and a little 
out of spirits ; and physicians had to toil thdr 
spirits to invent names for imaginary maUdies, 
while her ladies racked their imagination for new 
games, new head-gear, and new court-scandal, 
to pass away those unpleasant hours, during which 
their own situation was scarce to be greatly envied. 
Their most frequent resource for diverting this ma- 
lady was some trick, or piece of mischief, practised 
upon each other; and the good Queen, in the buoy- 
ancy of her reviving spirits, was, to speak truth, 
rather too indifferent wheth^ the frolics thus prac- 
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tised were entirely befittiiig her own dignity, or 
whether the pain which those sofiered upon whom 
they were inflicted, was not beyond the propor- 
tion of pleasure which she herself derived from 
them. She was confident b her husband^s favour, 
in her high rank, and in her supposed power 
to make good whatever such pranks might cost 
others. In a word, she gamboled with the fireo- 
dom of a young lioness, who is unconscious of the 
weight of the paws laid on those whom she sports 
with. 

The Queen Berengaria loved her husband pas- 
sionately, but she feared the loftiness and rough- 
ness of bis character J and as she felt herself not 
to be his match in intellect, was not much pleased 
to see that he would often Ulk with Edith Plan- 
tagenet in preference to herself, simply because 
he found more amusement in her conversation, a 
more comprehensive understanding, and a more 
noUe cast of thoughts and sentiments than his 
beautiftd consort exhibited. Berengaria did not 
hate Edith on this account, far less mediute her 
any harm ; for, allowing for some selfishness, her 
character was, on the whde, innocent and ge« 
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nerous* But the ladies of her train, sharp-sighted 
in such matters, had for some time discovered, 
that a poignant jest at the expense of the Lady 
Edith, was a specific for relieving her Grace of 
England's low spirits, and the discovery saved 
their imagination much toil. 

There was something ungenerous in this, be- 
cause the Lady Edith was understood to be an 
orphan ; and though she was called Plantagenet, 
and the Fair Maid of Anjou, and admitted by 
Richard to certain privileges only granted to the 
royal fiimily, and held her place in the circle ac- 
cordingly, yet few knew, and none acquainted with 
the Court of England ventured to ask, in what 
exact d^ree of relationship she stood to Cceur de 
Lion. She had come with Eleanor, the celebrated 
Queen Mother of England, and joined Richard at 
Messina, as one of the ladies destined to attend on 
Berengaria, whose nuptials then approached. 
Richard treated his kinswoman with much respect- 
fiil observance, and the Queen made her her most 
constant attendant, and, even in despite of the 
petty jealousy which we have observed, treated 
her, generally, with suitable respect. 
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The ladies of the household had, for a long 
time, no farther advantage over Edith, than might 
be aflbrded by an opportunity of censuring a loss 
artfully disposed head attire, or an unbecoming 
robe ; for the lady was judged to be infmor in 
these mysteries. The silent devotion of the 
Scottish Knight did not, indeed, pass unnoticed ; 
his liveries, his cognisances, his featii of arms, 
his mottoes and devices, were nearly watched, 
and occasionally made the sutgect of a passing 
jest. But then came the pilgrimage of the 
Queen and her ladies to Engaddi, a journey 
which the Queen had undertaken under a vow 
for the recovery of her husband's health, and 
which she had been encouraged to carry into ef- 
fect by the Archlnshop of Tyre for a political 
purpose. It was then, and in the chapel at that 
holy place, connected from above with a Carme- 
lite nunnery, from beneath with the cell of the 
anchorite, that one of the Queen^s attendants re- 
marked that secret sign of intelligence which 
Edith had made to her lover, and failed not in- 
stantly to communicate it to her Majesty. The 
Queen returned from her pilgrimage enriched 
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with this admirable recipe against dtdness or en- 
nuiy and her train was at the same time augmented 
by a present of two wretched dwarfs from the de- 
throned Queen of Jerusalem, as deformed and as 
crazy, (the excellence of that unhappy species,) as 
any Queen could have desired. One of Beren- 
garia^s idle amusements had been to try the eflfect 
of the sudden appearance of such ghastly and 
fantastic forms on the nerves of the Enight when 
left alone in the chapel; but the jest had been 
lost by the composure of the Scot, and the inter- 
ference of the anchorite. She had now tried an- 
other, of which the consequence promised to be 
more serious. 

The ladies again met after Sir Kenneth had re- 
tired from the tent ; and the Queen, at first little 
moved by Edith's angry expostulations, only re- 
plied to her by upbraiding her prudery, and by in- 
dulging her wit at the expense of the garb^ nation, 
and, above all, the poverty, of the Enight of the 
Leopard, in which she displayed a good deal of 
playftil malice, mingled with some humour, until 
Edith was compelled to carry her anxiety to her se- 
parate apartment. But when, in the morning, a fe- 
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male, wkom Edith had intrusted to make inquiry, 
brought word that the Standard was missing, and 
its champion vanished, she burst into the Queen^s 
apartment, and implored her to rise and proceed 
to the King's tent without delay, and use her 
powerful mediation to prevent the evil conse- 
quences of her jest. 

The Queen, finghtened in her turn, cast, as is 
usual, the blame of her own folly on those around 
her, and endeavoured to comfort Edith's grief, 
and appease her displeasure, by a thousand in- 
consistent arguments. She was sure no harm had 
chanced— the knight was sleeping, she fancied, 
a&er bia night-watch. What though, for fear*of 
the King's displeasure, he had deserted with the 
standard— -it was but a piece of silk, and he but a 
needy adventurer— or if he was put under ward- 
mg for a time, she would soon get the King to 
pardon him— it was but waitbg to let Richard^s 
mood pass away. 

Thus she continued talking thick and fast, and 
heaping together all sort of inconsistencies, with 
the vain view of persuading both Edith and her- 
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self that no hann could come of a firolic, which in 
her heart she now bitterly repented. But while 
Edith in vain strove to intercept this torrent of 
idle talk, she caught the eye of one of the ladies 
who entered the Queen^s apartment. There was 
death in her look of affiright and horror, and 
Edith, at the first glance of her countenance, had 
sunk at once on the earth, had not strong neces- 
sity, and her own elevation of character, enabled 
her to maintain at least external composure. 

*^ Madam,^ she said to the Queen, *^ lose not 
another word in speaking, but save life;;— if, b- 
deed,^ she added, her voice choking as she said 
it, " life may yet be saved.*" 

*f It may — it may," answered the Lady Calis- 
ta. *^ I have just heard that he has been brought 
before the King — ^it is not yet over— but," she 
added, bursting into a vehement flood of weeping, 
in which personal apprehensions had some share 
— " it will soon— unless some coursebe taken." 

^^ I will vow a golden candlestick to the Holy 
Sepulchre^-a shrine of silver to our Lady of En- 
gaddi— -a pall, worth one hundred bezants, to 
10 
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Sunt Thomas of Orthez,^ said the Queen, in ex- 
tremity. 

<' Up, up, madam,"* 9aid Edith, << call on the 
saints if you list, but be your own best saint.^ 

*' Indeed, madam,"" said the terrified attend- 
ant, *^ the Lady Edith speaks truth. Up, ma- 
dam, and let us to King Richard"s tent, and beg 
the poor gaideman^s life."" 

<^ I will go— I will go instantly,"" said the 
Queen, rising and trembling excessively ; while 
her women, in as great confiision as herself, were 
unable to render her those duties which were in- 
dispensable to her levee. Calm, composed, only 
pale as death, Edith ministered to the Queen 
with her own hand, and alone supplied the defi- 
ciencies of her numerous attendants* 

^' How you wait, wenches,"" said the Queen, 
not able even then to forget fiivolous distinctions. 
'' Suffer ye the Lady Edith to do the duties of 
your attendance ?—» See"st thou, Edith, they can 
do nothing — I shall never be attired in time. We 
will send for the Archbishop of Tyre, and employ 
him as a mediator."" 

" no, no r exclaimed Edith—" Go yourself, 
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madam — ^you have done the evil, confer the re- 
medy.'' 

'^ I will go— I will go,^- said the Queen ; ^^ but 
if Richard be in his mood^ I dare not speak to 
him— he will kill me.'*' 

'^ Yet go, gracious Aladam," said the Lady 
Calista, who best knew her mistress's temper; 
^^ not a lion, in hb fiiry, could look upon such a 
face and form, and retain so much as an angry 
thought— far less a love-true knight like the royal 
Richard, to whom your slightest word would be a 
command." 

^< Dost thou think so, Calista P" said the Queen. 
^< Ah, thou little knowest — ^yet I will go— -But 
see you here — what means this ? You have be- 
dizened me in green, a colour he detests. Lo you ! 
let me have a blue robe, and — search for the ruby 
carcanet, which was part of the King of Cyprus's 
ransom— it is either in the steel-casket, or some- 
where else." 

'' This,' and a man's life at stake !" said Edith, 
indignantly; ^^ it passes human patience. Remain 
at your ease, madam — I will go to King Richard 

8 
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— I am a party interested— -I will kiHm if the 
honour of a poor maiden of his Uood is to be so 
'&r tampered with, that her name shall be abused 
to trsin a brave gentleman from his duty, bring 
him within the compass of death and infiuny, 
and make, at the same time, the gloiy of Eng- 
land a laughing-stock to the whole Christian 
army.'' 

At this unexpected burst of passion, Berenga* 
ria listened with an almost stupified look of fear 
and wonder. But as Edith was about to leave the 
tent, she exclaimed^ though faintly, ^* Stop her— 
stop her* 

<* You must, indeed, stop, noble Lady ^dith,"^ 
said Calista, taking her arm gently ; << and yoU| 
royal madam^ I am sure^ will go, and without far- 
ther dallying. If the Lady Edith goes alone to the 
King, he will be dreadfully incensed, nor will it 
be one life that will stay his fury/ 

•' I will go— I will go,"" said the Queen> yield- 
ing to necessity ; and Edith reluctandy halted to 
wait her movements. 

They were now as speedy as she could have 
desired. The Queen hastily wrapped herself in a 

VOL. IV. n 
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laq^e loose mantle, which covered all inaccuracies 
of the toilette, and, attended by Edith and her 
women, and preceded and followed by a few ofiB- 
cers, and men-at-arms, she hastened to the tent of 
hes lion-like husband. 
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CHAPTER IV. 



Were ereiy hair upon hit bead a life^ 
And every life were to be lupplicated 
By numbers equal to those hairs qoadrapledf 
Life after life ihould oat like waning stars 
Before the day-break— or as festive lamps, 
Which have lent lustre to the midnight lerel, 
Are quenched when guests depart J 

Old Play. 



Ths entrance of Queen Borengaria inta the 
interior of Rioliard's paTiHon was withstood— in 
the most respectfiil and reverential manner indeed 
— ^but still withstood, by the chamberlains who 
watched in the outer tent She coold hear the 
stem command of Ahe King from within, prohibit- 
ing thdr entrance. 

<< You se^"" said the Queen, appealing to Edith, 
as if she had exhausted all means of intercession 
in her power — " I knew it— the King will not 
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At the same time, they heard Richard speak 
to some one within, — *^ Go, speed thine oi&ce 
quickly, sirrah — ^for in that consists thy mercy — 
ten bezants if thou deal'^st on him at one blow. — 
And hark thee, villab, observe if his cheek loses 
colour, or his eye falters— mark me the smallest 
twitch of the features, or wink of the eye-lid — I 
love to know how brave souls meet death."" 

^^ If he sees my blade waved aloft without 
shrinking, he is the first ever did so,^ answered a 
harsh deep voice, which a sense of unusual awe 
had softened into a sound much lower than its 
usual coarse tones. 

Edith could remain silent no longer. *^ If your 
Grace,^ she said to the Queen, ** make not your 
own way, I make it for you; or if not for your 
Majesty, for myself, at least — Chamberlains, the 
Queen demands to see King Richard— the wife 
to speak with her husband.'*^ 

^< Noble lady,"^ said the officer, lowering his 
wand of office, ^' it grieves me to gainsay you ; 
but his Majesty is busied on matters of life and 
death."" 

** And we seek also to speak with him on mat- 
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ters of life and death^ mid Edith.— « I wiU make 
entrance for yonr Grace.^— -And putting aaide the 
chamberlain with one hand, she laid hold on the 
curtain with the other. 

*< I dare not gainsay her Miyesty'^s {deaaore,^ 
said the chamberlaiB, yielding to the rehemence 
of the fair petiticmer; and as he gare way, the 
Queen found herself obliged to enter the apart- 
ment of Richard. 

The Monarch was lying on his couch, and at 
some distance, as awiuting his fiirther commands, 
stood a man whose profession it was not difficult to 
conjecture. He was clothed in a jerkin of red cloth, 
which reached scantly below the shoulders, leaving 
the arms bare from about halfway above the el- 
bow, and, as an upper garment, he wore, when 
about as at present to betake himself to his 
dreadful office, a coat or tabard without sleeves, 
something like that of a herald, made of dressed 
bulTs hide, and stained in the front with many 
a broad spot and speckle of dull crimson. The 
jerkin, and the tabard over it, reached the knee, 
and the nether stocks, or covering of the legs, 
were of die same leather which composed the 
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tabard. A cap of rough shag served to hide the 
upper part of a visage, which, like that of a 
screech-owl, seemed desirous to conceal itself 
from light — ^the lower part of the &ce bebg 
obscured by a huge red beard, mingling with 
shaggy hair of the same colour. What features 
were seen were stem and misanthropical. The 
man'*s figure was short, strongly made, with a 
neck like a bull, very broad dioulders, arms 
of a great and disproportioned length, a huge 
square trunk, and thidc bandy legs. This 
truculent official leant on a sword, the blade of 
which was neiirly four feet and a half in length, 
while the handle of tw^ty inches, surround- 
ed by a ring of lead plummets to counterpoise 
the waght of such a blade, rose considerably 
above the man'*s head, as he rested his arm upon 
its hilt, waiting for King Richard's fiurther direc* 
ticms. 

On the sudden entrance of the ladies, Richard, 
who was then lying on his couch, with his face 
towards the entrance, and resting on his elbow as 
lie spoke to his griesly attendant, flung himself 
hastily, as if displeased and surprised, to the other 
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»de, tumimg his back to the Queen and tha 
femakfl of her train, and drawing wound him the 
covering of hie -couch, which, by his own choice^ 
OT more probably the flattering sdectioii of Us 
chamberlains, consisted of two laq;e lions* dons, 
dressed. in Venice with such admirable skill that 
they seemed softer than the hide of the deer. 

Berengaria, such as we hare desciflied her, 
knew well— what woman knows not—her own 
road to victory. After a hurried glance of undis- 
guised taiA unaffected terror at the ghastly oom- 
pamon of her husband^s secret counsels, she 
rushed at once to the side of Ridiarfs couch, 
dropped on her knees, flung her mantle fiom her 
shoulders, showing, as they hung down at theur 
foil loigth, her beautiful golden tresses, and 
while her countenance seemed like a sun burst- 
ing through a doud, yet bearing on its pallid fiont 
traces that its splendours have been obscured, 
she sdsed upon the right hand of the King, 
which, as he assumed his wonted posture, had 
been employed in dragging the eovering of his 
couch, and gradually pulling it to her with a 
force which was resisted, though but faintly, she 



Digiti; 



zed by Google 



56 TALES OF THE CBUSADEftS. 

possessed herself of that ann, the piop of Chris- 
tendom, and the dread of Heathenesse, and im- 
prisoning its strength in both her little fairy 
bands, she bent upon it her brow, and united to 
it her lips. 

^^ What needs this, Berengaria ?^ said Bichard, 
his head still averted, but his hand remaining 
under her control. 

. ^^ Send away that man-^his look kills me,^ 
muttered Berengaria. 

^^ Begone, sirrah,^ said Ridiard, still without 
looking round — ^< What wait^st thou for? art 
thou fit to look on these ladies ?^ 

^^ Your Highnesses pleasure touching the head,^ 
said the man. 

" Out with thee, dog T answered Richard — " a 
Christian burial !" 

The man dbappeared, after casting a look upon 
the beautiful Queen, in her deranged dress and 
natural loyeliness, with a smile of admiration more 
hideous in its depression, than even his usual 
scowl of cynical hatred against humanity. 

*^ And now, foolish wench, what wishest thou ?'^ 
said Richard, turning slowly and half reluctantly 
round to his royal suppliant 
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But it was not in nature for any one, fiur less 
na admirer of beauty like Richard, to whom 
it stood only in the second rank to glory, to 
look without emotion on the countenance and the 
tremor of a creature so beautiful as Berengaria, 
or to feel, without sympathy, that her lips, her 
brow, were on his hand, and that it was wetted 
by her tears. By degrees, he turned on her his 
manly countenance, with the softest expression of 
which his large full blue eye, which so often 
gleamed with insufierable light, was capable. 
Caresnng her fair head, and mingling Ins laige 
fingers in her beautiful and disheyelled.lo(^8, he 
raised and tenderly kissed the cherub countenance 
which seemed desirous to hide itself in his hand. 
The robust form, the broad, noble brow, and ma- 
jestic looks, the naked arm and shoulder, the 
lions^ skins among which he lay, and the fair fra- 
gile feminine creature that kneeled by his side, 
might have served for a model of Hercules recon- 
ciling himself, after a quarrel, to his wife Dejan- 
ira. 

^^ And, once more, what seeks the lady of my 
heart in her knight^s pavilion, at this early and 
unwonted hour ?^ 
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^^ Pardon, my most gracious li^e, pardon,^^ 
said the Queen, whose fears began again to unfit 
her for the duty of intercessor. 

'' Pardon ! for what ?"" said the King. 

'^ First, for entering your royal presence too 
boldly and unadvisedly——" 

She stopped. 

f ^ Thou too boldly ! — ^the sun might as well ask 
pardon, because his rays entered the windows of 
some wretch^ dungepn. But I was busied with 
work unfit for thee to witness, my gentle one, 
and I was unwilling, besides, that thou should'*st 
risk thy 4>recious health where sickness was so 
lately rife.'' 

^^ But thou art now well,"^ said the Queen, still 
delaying the communication which she feared to 
make. 

«< Well enough to break a lance on the bold 
crest of that champion, who shall refixse to ac« 
knowledge thee the fidrest in Christendom.'' 

'^ Thou wilt not then refiise me one boon-— only 
one-*only a poor life ?" 

^^ Ha ! — ^proceed," said King Richard, bend- 
ing his brows. 
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<« This unhappy Scottish knight—^ said the 
Queen. 

** Speak not of him, madam,'^ said Richard, 
sternly ; ^^ he dies — ^his doom is fixed."^ 

<' Nay, my royal li^e, and love, ^tis but a silk* 
en banner neglected — ^Berengaria will give thee 
another broidered with her own hand, and rich as 
ever dallied with the wind Every pearl I have 
shall go to bedeck it, «nd with every pearl I will 
drop a tear of thankfulness to my generous 
knighf* 

'< Thou know'st not what thou say'st,"* said the 
King, interrupting her in ange]>— ^* Pearls ! can 
all the pearls of the East atone for a speck upon 
England's honour— all the tears that ever wd- 
man^s eye wept wash away a stain on Richard^s 
fame? — Go to, madam, know your place, and 
your,time, and your sphere. At present we have 
duties in which you cannot be our partner.^ 

'' Thou hear'st, Edith,'' whispered the Queen, 
^< we shall but incense him.'' 

** Be it so," said Edith, stepping forward.— 
" My lord — I, your poor kinswoman, crave you 
for justice rather than mercy ; and^ to the cry of 
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justice, the ears of a monarch should be open at 
every thne, place, and circumstance*^^ 

^^ Ha ! our cousin Edith i^ said Richard, rising 
and sitting upright on the side of his couch, co- 
vered with his long camescia-— ^^ She speaks ever 
kinglike, and kinglike will I answer her, so she 
bring no request unworthy herself or me/' 

The beauty of Edith was of a more intellectual 
and less voluptuous cast than that of the Queen; 
but impatience and anxiety had given her coun- 
tenance a glow, which it sometimes wanted, and 
her mien had a character of energetic dignity, 
that imposed silence for a moment even on Rich- 
ard himself, who, to judge by his looks, would 
willingly have interrupted her. 

" My lord,'' she said, " this good knight, 
whose blood you are about to spill, hath done, in 
his time, service to Christendom. He hath fallen 
from his duty, through a snare set for him in 
mere folly and idleness of spirit. A message sent 
to him in the name of one who— why should I not 
speak it ? — ^it was in my own — ^induced him for an 
instant to leave his post — And what knight in the 
Christian camp might not have thus fiir transgress- 
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ed at command of a maiden, who, poor howsoever 
in other qualities, hath yet the Uood of Plantage- 
net in her vans ?** 

*< And you saw him, then, cousin ?^ replied the 
King, hitii^ his lips to keep down his passion* 

" I did, my liege,"" said Edith. <<Itisnotime 
to explain wherefore— I am here neither to excul- 
pate myself nor to blame others."" 

<< And where did you do him such a grace ?"* 
** In the tent of her Migesty the Queen."" 
^< Of our royal consort!"" said Richard. "Now, 
by Heaven, by Saint Greorge of England, and 
every other saint that treads its crystal floor, this 
is too audacious ! I have noticed and overlooked 
this wanJor"s insolent admiration of one so far 
above him, and I grudged him not that one of my 
blood should shed from her high-bom sphere such 
influence as the sun bestows on the world beneath 
— ^But, Heaven and earth ! that you should have 
admitted him to an audience by night, in the very 
tent of our royal consort ! — and dare to ofler this 
as an excuse for his disobedience and desertion ! 
By my father'^s soul ! Edith, thou shalt rue this 
thy lifielong in a monastery T 
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" My liege,'" said Edith, " your greatness li- 
censes tyranny. My honour. Lord King, is as 
little touched as yours, and my Lady the Queen 
can prove it if she think fit.—- But I have already 
said, I am not here to excuse mysdf or inculpate 
others— I ask you but to extend to one, whose 
fault was committed under strong temptation, that 
mercy, which even you yourself, Lord King, must 
one day supplicate at a higher tribunal, and for 
&ults, perhaps, less venial.^ 

'^ Can this be Edith Plantagenet ?"* said the 
King, bitterly. — ^^ Edith Plantagenet, the wise 
and the noble ! — Or is it some love-sick woman, 
who cares not for her own fame in comparison of 
the life of her paramour. Now, by King Henry^s 
soul ! little hinders but I order thy mbion^s skull 
to be brought from the gibbet, and fixed as a per- 
petual ornament by the crucifix in thy cell !'* 

^^ And if thou dost send it from the gibbet to 
be placed for ever in my dght,^ said Edith, *^ I 
wiU say it is a relic ^f a good knight, cruelly, and 
unworthily done to death by — (she checked her- 
self)— -by one of whom I shall only say, he should 
have known better how to rewajrd chivalry.— Mi- 
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nion calTst thou him ?^ she oontmued, with in< 
ctewang Tehemence,*— *< He was indeed my lover, 
and a most true one — ^but never sought he grace 
fiN>m me by look or word— contented with such 
humble obsenranoe as men pay to the saints*-And 
the good— the yaliant--the faithful, must die for 
thisT 

^^ O, peace, peace, for pity^s sake,^ whispered 
the Queen, ^' you do but offend him more.^ 

'< I care not,"" said Edith ; << the spotless viru 
gin fears not the rajpng Uon. Let him work his 
win on this worthy knight. Edith, finr whom he 
ffies, will know how to weep his memory — to me 
no one shall speak more of politic alliances, to be 
sanctioned with this poor hand. I could not — I 
would not— have been his bride living— our degrees 
were too distant. But death unites the high and 
the low— I am heneeforward the spouse of the 
dead.^ 

The King was about to answer with much aif- 
ger, when a Carmelite monk entered the apart- 
ment hastily, his head and person muffled in the 
long mantle and hood of striped cloth of the 
coarsest texture, which distinguished his order, 

15 
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and, flinging himself on his kneejB before the King^ 
coloured him, by every holy word and sign, to 
stop the execution* 

*^ N0W9 by both Bword and sceptre T said 
Richard, ^^ the world are leagued to drive mo 
mad !*— fools, women, and monks, cross me at 
every step. How comes he to live still P^^ 

<^ My gracious liege,"^ said the monk, *^ I en-^ 
treated of the Lord of Gilsland to stay the exe- 
cution until I had thrown myself at your royal — ^ 

*^ And he was wilful enough to grant thy re- 
quest,^ said the King ; ^^ but it is of a piece with 
his wonted obstdnacy-^^And what is it thou hast 
to say P Speak, in the fiend'^s name !^ 

** My lord, there is a weighty secret-— but it 
restt under the seal of confession'^^I dare not tell 
or even whisper it— but I swear to thee by my 
holy order-— by the habit which I wear— by the 
blessed Elias, our founder, even him who was 
translated without suffering the ordinary pangs of 
mortality— that this youth hath divulged to me a 
secret, which, if I might confide it to thee, would 
utterly turn thee from thy bloody purpose in re- 
gard to him.*" 

n 
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«< Good father,'' aidd Riduad, << AtA I lere^ 
rence the diiiich, whneii die anns which I nbir 
wesr fi>r her sake. Give me to know diia aeent, 
and I will do what shall aeem fitting in the inat^ 
ter. But I am no hMnd Bayaidy to td» • leqp in 
the dark under the stroke of • pair ef piloidy 
sporsL 

<< My Und,"* smd the holy man, throwing baek 
his cowl and upper restoro, and disoovering under 
the latter a garment of goatskin, and fimn be- 
neath the ftrmer a vkage so wildly wastecl by cli- 
mate, ftst, and penance, as to resemUe rather tke 
apparition of an animated skeleton than a hmnan 
&ce, ^ for twenty yean ha?e I macmited this mi. 
sersfcle body in the cayems of Engaddi, doing pe- 
nance for a great crime. Think you I, who am 
dead to the wmrld, would contrive a fidbehodd to 
oidanger my own soul, or that one, bound by fihe 
most sacred oaths to the contrary--one such as I, 
who hare bat one longing wish connected with 
earth, to wit, the rebuilding of our Christian Zion, 
•—would betray Ae secrets of the confbssional P 
Both are alike abhorroit to my very souL'' 
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^< So)"" answ^ted the King, '* thou art that her- 
mit of whom men speak so mwdi ? Thau art» I 
oonfessy like enough %o those qarits which walk 
in dxy places, but Ridiard fears no hohgobUns-* 
and thou art he, too, as I bethink xcfQf to whom 
the Cbriatian princes sent this yery criminal to 
open a communication with the Soldan, even while 
I9 whooQi^t to hav^ bten first cotuniUed, lay on 
mymUbh^d. Thou and they majr content thetn- 
sdTfls<^I will not put my loeck into the kop of a 
.Gamble's girdle~And, for your 6UToy> he shall 
ihi the rather and the sooner that thou dost ea«- 
treat for him*'' 

<< Now God be graciopis to thee,, ho^ KingT 
said the hennit, with much emotion ; ** thou art 
isettii^ that misduef on foot which diou wilt hert- 
nflter wish thou h«dst stopt, though it had ooat 
thee a limb. Rash, Uindfld man, yet forbcir T 

''Away, awayP aaid the Kisig, mmpog; 
^' the sun has jUm on the disbcodonr of fiaglMd, 
and it is not yet avenged.~Ladies and pricat, 
withdraw, if ye would not hear orders which 
would displease youj for, by Saint George, I 
Bwea^ " 
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'< Swem -Hm r slid the voice <f one who had 
just ihett entered ihe paviiMm. 

«< H* ! my lemed Hakn^ aid the King; 
'* eome^ I hofie, ti> tax eat g e n ereaiiy>^ 

^ I ooBie te leqatet inelaiit speedi with ; 
uialant-^-Mid feudmig MaMsn of decf mt 

^ FireC look on mj wifr, Hakki, Mid let -her 
know m yoa the p te e err ef of knr h u ite n A'" 

'' It 10 afli f<r mer nid the jikytieiMi, fbUiiig 
his arms wkh an air of o smtod andBsty and ra^ 
fcienee, and hesMliiig hia eyes on the gmiMlt-i*' 
" It is not for itie to lookjuiNm beau^ iiiiveikd» 
and anoed IB ita •ipleiidoiirB.'^ 

^< Belire, theii, Benogaaa,'* said the MoiiaMlii 
*^ and, Edhh, do yon retno dbo 4 - i My > raiew aot 
jriairiiDpMiiittiefli TUalgiretodMn^tlMlAe 
esecttdoii shall Aoi be tOl high noon. — Go and be 
pacified--dearest Berengaria, begone. — Edith,* 
ho added, with a gknee which straek tenor even 
uitD Ihe coungeoos soni of Ua hmswoBiaB, ** go 
if yon are wise."* 

The feaaales withdrew, or rather homed fiom 
the tent, rank and iwemoay fagotleny nmdh Vk» 
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a flod£ of vikUfowl huddkd together^ against 
whom the fiilcon has made a recent stoop. 

They retuined fiom thence to the Queens's pa- 
vilion, to indulge in regrets and recriminations, 
eqiudly unayaSing. Edilh was thd only one who 
seemed to disdain these ordinafy channels of sop- 
low. Without a ngh, without a tear, without a 
word of uphraiding, she attended upon the Queen, 
whose weak temperament showed her sorrow in 
violent hysterical ecstasies, and passionate hypo- 
chondriac eflftisi<ms, in the course of which Edith 
seduloudy, and even afFectionately, attended her. 

^ It is impossible she can have loved this 
hught,^ said Florise to Calista, her senior in at- 
tendance upon the Queen'^s person. ^* We have 
been mistaken ; she is but sorry for his fate, as for 
a strainer who has come to trouble on her ac« 
count."' 

^^ Hush, hush,^ answered her more experienced, 
end more observant comrade ; ^^ she is of that 
proud house of Plantagenet, who never own that 
a hurt grieves them. While they have them- 
selves been Ueeding to death, under a mortal 
wound, they have been known to bind up die 
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scratches eosudned by their more fahit-bearted 
commdes.— Florise, we hare done frightfully 
wrong; and, for mine own part, I would buy with 
every jewel I have, that our fatal jest had remain- 
ed unacted.^ 
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CHAPTER V. 



This work desires a planetary intelligence, 
Of Jupiter and Sol ; and tiiose gieai spirita 
Are proud, fantasticaL It asks great charges 
To entice them from the guiding of their spheres. 
To wait on mortals. 

Albumazab. 



The hennit followed tHe Ikdies from the pa- 
vilion of Richard, as shadow follows a beam of 
sunshine when the cloudis are driving over the 
face of the sun. But he turned on the threshold, 
and held up his hand towards the King in a warn- 
ing, or almost a menacing posture, as he said,— - 
** Woe to him who rejects the counsel of the 
Church, and betaketh himself to the foul divan^ 
of the infidel ! King Richard, I do not yet shake 
the dust from my feet and depart from thy en- 
campment—the sword falls not — ^but it hangs but 
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by a haiT.— Htuglity nonnrch, we shall meet 
agam.'' 

^ Be it BO, proud piicst,^ returned Richard, 
<< prouder in thy goatskins than princes in purple 
and fine linen.^ 

The hermit vanished firom the tent, and the 
King contimied, addrsssing the Arabiini«^' Do 
the denrises of the East, wise Hakun, use such 
fiouliaiity with thar princes ?^ 
: <' The dervise/' replied Adonbec, '' shotid be 
either a sage or a madman; theie is no mesn for 
him who wesors the khfafUiah,* who wtksktB fay 
mi^t, and £E«ts by dky. Hence, hath he either 
wisdom enough to bear hunself Asereetfy in Ae 
presence of princes, or else, baring no leason be- 
jstowed on him, he is not responsible finr his own 
aetions**" 

<^ Meihinks our monks have adopted chiefly 
die ktter diaracter,'' said Richard--*^^ But to the 
matter.— In what csn I pleasure you, my learned 
jdbyttdan?^ 



• LitcTaOj the torn roU. The habit ©f tlie derriwi «• so 
called. 
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'^ Grettt King,"*^ aaid £1 Hakim, naking his 
profound Oriental obeisance, *^ let your servant 
speak one wotd, and yet live. I would remind 
thee that thou bwest-^not to me their humble in- 
strument—but to &e Intelligences, whose benefits 
I dispense to mortals, a li fe ^ 

^ And I warrant me ihmi wouId*st have an* 
other in requital, ha ?^ interrupted the King. 

*^ Such is my humble prayer,^ said the Hakim, 
<* to the great Mekc Bio— even the life of this 
good knight, who is doomed to die, and but fiir 
such fimlt as was committed by the Sultaa Adam* 
sunuuned Aboulbeschar, or the father of all men.^ 

*< And thy wisdom nsglit remind thee. Hakim, 
that Adam died for it,'' said the King, somewhat 
sternly, and then bq^an to pace the narrow space 
of his tent, with some emotion, and to talk to him- 
self. ** Why, God-a-mercy— *I knew what he 
desired as soon as ever he entered the pavilion !-— 
Here is one poor life justly condemned to extinc- 
tion, and I, a king and a soldier, who have slain 
thoufurnds by my command, and scores with my 
own hand, am to have no power on it, although 
the honour of my arms, of my house, of my veiy 
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Queen, bath been ollttnted bjr the culpril— By 
Saint George^ it makes me laugh I—- By St Loidfy 
it reminds me of Blondel^s tale cf an endianted 
casde, where the destined knight was idthstood 
suocesnTely in his porpose of entrance by forms 
and figures the most dissimilar, but all hostile to 
his undertaking. No sooner one sunk than an- 
other appeared!— Wife— Kinswoman— Hennit-* 
Hakim— *each appears in the lists as sobn as the 
other is defeated !— Why, this is a smgle knin^ 
fi^iting against tibe whole mel^ of the tooma- 
ment— ha! ha! ha i"^— And Ridiard knghed 
alond; fox be bad, in fact, begun to diange his 
mood, hisreswtment bong usually too yident to 
be of Icmg endurance. 

Th^ physician meanwhile looked on him with 
a countenance of surprise, not unmingled with 
contempt; for thfe eastern people make no allow- 
ance for these mercurial changes in the temper, and 
consider open laughter, upon almost any account^ 
as derogatory to the dignity of man, and becoming 
only to women and children. At length the sage 
addressed the King, when he saw him more com* 
posed. 
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*^ A doom of death should not issue from 
Uughing lips.— Let thy serrant hope that thou 
haAt granted him this mane's ]]&.'*' 

*< Take the freedom of a thousand captives in-» 
stead,^ said Richard; *^ restore so many of thy 
ODutttrymen to their tents and fiunilies, and I viU 
giYe the warrant instantly. This man^s fift can 
avail thee nothing, and it is forfeited/^ 

*^ All bur fives are forfeited,^ said the Hakim, 
puttiz^ his hand to his cap. " But the great 
Creditor is merciftd, and exacts not the pledge 
rigorously or untimely.^ 

^* Thou canst show me,^ sod Richard, ** no 
special interest thou hast to become intercessor 
betwixt roe and the executicm of justice* to which 
I am sworn as a crowned King.^ 

^* Thou art sworn to the dealing forth mercy 
as well as justice,"* said El Hakim ; ^* but what 
thou seekest, great King, is the execution of thine 
own will. And for the concern I have in this 
request, know that many a man^s life depends 
upon thy granting this boon."* 

<« Expkin thy words/' said Richard; << but 
think not to impose upon me by false pretexts."" 
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^ Be it far ftam Ay senrant r sajd Adonbec. 
^^ Know^ then, that the medieine to which theu, 
Str King, and nany one beside, owe their reco- 
very, is a talisman, composed under certain a»- 
peets of the heavens, trfien the Divine Intdligen- 
ces are most propitionB. I am bnt the poor ad- 
nnnistTator of its virtues. I dip it in a cup of 
water, observe the fitdng hour to administer it to 
the patient, and the potency of the draught works 
the cure. 

*^ A most ntre medicine,^ swd the King, ^ and 
a commodious ! and, as it may be carried in the 
kecVs purse, wotdd save the whole caravan of c». 
mels which they require to convey drugs and phyi 
sicstufr^I marvel there is any other in use.^ 

" It is written,'' answered the Haldm, with im- 
perturimMe gravity, « abuse not the steed which 
hath borne theeirom the battle. Know, that such 
talismans might indeed be framed, but rare has 
been the number of adepts who have dared to un- 
dbrtake the application of their virtue. Severs 
lestrictions, painftJ observances, fasts, and pen- 
toce, are necessary on the part of the sage who 
u«es this mode of cure ; and if, through neglect 
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of these pvepftrations, by hu lore of ease, or Ids 
indtdgenoe of sounial appetite^ he omits to cmre 
at least twelve peraonB within the coarse of each 
moon, the virtae of the divine gift departs from 
the amulet, and both the last patient and the phy- 
sician will be ejqposed to speedty misfinrtune, nei- 
ther will they survive the year. I require yet one 
life to make up the appointed number.^ 

" Go out into die camp, good Hakim, wheie 
thou wilt find a*many,^ said the King, ^* and do 
not seek to rob my headsman of his patients; it 
b unbecoming a mediciner of thine eminence to 
interfere with the practice of another.--^Be8ides, 
I cannot see how ddiveiing a criminal feam the 
death he deserves, should go to make up thy tale 
of miraculous cures.^ 

^^ When thou canst show why a dnn^ht of 
cold water shoidd have cured thee, when the 
most precious drugs failed,^ said the Hakim, 
'^ thou may'st reason on the other mysteries at* 
tendant on this matter. For myself, I am inef- 
ficient to the great work, having this morning 
touched an unclean animal. Ask, therdore, no 
farther questions ; it is enough, that by sparing 
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this man's life i* my request, you will ddirtr 
yourself, great King, and thy servant^fieom a gieat 
danger.^ 

<^ Haik thee, Adonbec,"* rqdied the Kbg, <« I 
have no ohjectkm that leedies should wrap their 
words in mist, and pretend to deriye knowledge 
fiom the stars; but when you bid Raehard Plan- 
tagenet fear that a danger win fidl upon him 6om 
some idle omen, or omitted ceremonial^ you speak 
to no ignorant Saabn, or doting dd woman, who 
foregoes her purpose because a haie crosses liie 
path, a raren croaks, or a cat sneeses.*' 

«^ 1 cannot hinder your doubt of my words,** 
said Adimbec; ** but yet, let my Lord the King 
grant that tnrth isoni the tongue of his servant,--- 
will he think it just to depiire the worU^ and 
erery wretch who may suffer by die pains which 
so lately reduced him to that couch, of the bene-, 
fit of this most virtuous talisman, rather dian 
extend his ftfgiyeness to one poor criminal? Be- 
dunk you, Lord Eii^, diat though thou canst 
slay thousands, thou canst not restore one man 
to health. Kings have the power of Satan to 
torment, sages diatof Alkhtoheal-^bewaze how 
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ibM hiiidireat ibe good to bunMiiCy, Whidi thou 
cMMrt net tliy self mder. Tbou ttUMt eui off tho 
head, but not cure the aching tooth/ 

'' Thk k orer inaoleDt,'' aiud the Kiag, hard- 
0aiog hiasidf, aa the HaUun aaMuHed a more 
lolky, and ahnoat a eemmaiidtng tone. <' We 
took thee for our leech, not for our coonacUor, or 



<< And ia k thua the moat renowned Prince of 
g^UgMtan repsya benefit dene to hk royal per* 
wm .^ aaid El Haldm, exchanging the homMe 
and atoopbg poeture, in which he had hitherto 
aoMflited the King, finr an attitude lofty and com- 
mimdwg. ^* Know, then,'' he aaid, '' that thiongh 
every courtof Europe and Aii*— to Modem and 
Naaaftne— to knight and lady — whererer harp k 
heafd and aweid worn— wherever honour k loved 
and infimiy deteated-«to every quarter of the 
world wiU I dcnottnoe thee. Melee Ric, aa thank, 
leaa and ungeneroua ; and even the landa-*if there 
be any itich--4bat never heard of thy renown, shall 
yet be acquainted with thy shame T 

<< Are these terms to me, vile infidel t"" said 
Bichard, atridUng op to him in fury.-— ^* Art weary 
of thy life ?^ 
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<« Striker Mid EIHakin; <' thine owa deed 
fiball.theii peint thee more leortUeu dun eould 
my words, the^gh each had an hotnet's stbg."* 

Richard turned fiercely ficom him, Mded his 
arms, trvrersed the test as hefore, and then ex- 
clatraed, ^ Thankkss and mgenereus ?«-i«iiiell 
be teimedooward and infidd i^Hakim^ then hast 
chosen thy boon ; and though I had rathsr lhe« 
hadst adced my ciovnrjewdSi yet I may not king, 
fike refuse thee. Take tUs SeoC, theiefoie, to thy 
keeping^--the provost wffl deliver him to thee on 
tUs warrant.'^ 

He haatiiy traced one or tif o lines, and gave 
Aem to the pbysidsn. ^* Use him as thy bond* 
skye, to be disposedof as then wilt-^only, let tiim 
beware how he comes befete the eyes of Ridiard. 
Hark thee— dioa art wise— he hath been oyer bold 
among those m whose finr looks and weak judg- 
ments we trust our honour, as you of the Bast 
lodge your treasures in caskets of silver wire, as 
iSne and as frail as the web of a gossamer.^ 

<^ Thy servant understands the word of the 
IGng,* said the sage, at onee resuming the reve- 
rent style of address in which he had commenced, 
u 
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<< Whm the tich carpel is fioOed, the feol pemt- 
eth to the stMii-*die wise man corers it with his 
mantle. I Iiaye heard my hnd*8 jpkasure, and to 
hear is to obejr.^' 

'' It is well,'' said the Kii«; ''let him ooMuk 
his own safetyi and never a|^ear in my presence 
mGsew— Is there angbt else in which I may do thee 
pkasose?'' 

'' The boimfty of the King hath filled my eup 
to the brim,'' said the sage ; '' yea, it hath been 
abundnnt as the fbontain which sprung up amid 
the camp of the descendants of Israd, when the 
roek was stricken by the rod of Mousto Ben Am- 

" Ay, but,'' said the King, smiling, « it requi- 
xed, as.in the desert, ahardbbw on the rode, ere 
it yielded its treasures. I would that I knew some- 
thing to pleasure thee, which I might yield as 
freely as the natural fountain sends forth its wa« 
ters." 

'' Let me touch dutt victorious hand," said the 
sage, '' in token, that if Adonbee £1 Hakim 
should bereaftier demand a boon of Richard of 
England^ he may do so, yet plead his command.'^ 

18 
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<« Thoa liMl hsnd and gkm iqiM it, nan/' 
replied Biclittd; '< only, iflhou couUbt eonriit. 
eDtljr inake op tby ttle of petMote wtlboin o^ 
me to delhrer horn deterfed pmitlMiciit ihete in 
my dfoger, I ironld move wilKnc^y ditcluurge my 
ddbt in aome odier form.'' 

"Mayyourdiysbemn ltipK e ^ ^ ' ^ enw i Pwd llie 
Hakim, and withdrew fiem the apartucBt after 
the neoal deep obeisance. 

King Aidiaxd gaaed after him m ha departed, 
like one bat hal£iatia6ed widi what had pamed. 

^ Btrange pertinacity,'' he eaid, "^ in tUb Ha- 
kim, and a wonderful dienee to intirfeee between 
that audacioiui Scot and the cha et jeem e nt he hae 
merited io ricUy* Yet let him lift i there ia one 
farare man the mere in the wovkL^^And now fer 
the Aiistnan.^Ho» iaihe Baron oTGikhmd there 
without r 

Sir Thomaa de Vaux thus summoned, hie baHcy 
toftm speedily darkened the opening of the pari* 
lioD, while bdiind bim glided as a speotre, unan- 
nooBced, yet tmoppoeed, the savage form of the 
h^mit of Engaddiy wrapped in his goatskin 
raande. 

VOL, IV. F 
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Bichttdy without noticing his pretenoe, called 
in a loud tone to the Bavon, ^^ Sir Thomas de 
Vaux» of Lanercost and Gileland, take trampet 
and herald^ and go instantly to the tent of him 
whom they call Arch-Duke of Austria^ and see 
that it be when the press of his knights and vas* 
sak is greatest around him,— as is likely at this 
hour, tor the German boar breakfasts ere he hears 
mass-— enter his presence with as little revcreBce 
as thou may^sty and impeach him, on the part of 
Bjdbard of England, that he hath this night, by 
Us own hand, or that of others, stolen ftom' its 
staff the Banner of England Wherefore, say to 
him our pleasure, that, within an hour from' the 
lime of my speaking, he restore the said banner 
with all reverence— he himself and his principal 
barons waiting the whilst with heads uncovered, 
and without their robes of honour — And that, 
moreover, he pitch beside it, on the one hand, his 
own Banner of Austria reversed, as that which 
hath been dishonoured by theft and frlnnj aad 
on the other, a lance, bearing the bloody head of 
him who was his nearest counsellor, or assistant, 
in this base injury— And say, that such our be* 
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hests Imng panctaally diflduu^, we will, for the 
sake of our vow, and die weal of the Hdy Land, 
foigive his other forfeits.^ 

<< And bow if the Duke of Aiutiia deny all ac- 
cesdon to this act of wrong and of febny ?'' and 
Thomas de Vauz. 

*' Tell him," replied the King, " we will prove - 
it upon his body-Hqr» were he badced with Us two 
bravest champions. SjughtUke will we proTe it, 
on foot or on hmse, in the desert or in the field, 
time, place, and arms, all at his own choioe.'*' * 

^^ Bethink you of the peace of God and the 
Chmcld, my Uege lord," said the Baron of Gib- 
land, " among those prinees engaged in this holy 
crusade." 

^' Bethink you how to execute my coinmands, 
my li^e vassal,^^ answered Richard, impatiently. 
^^ Methinks men expect to turn our pufpose by 
their breath, as boys blow feathers to and fro— 
f eace of the Church !— who, I prithee, minds 
it ? — The peace of the church, among crusaders, 
implies war with the Saracens, with whom the 
princes have made truce, and the one ends with 
the other. ' And, bendes, see you not how every 



Digiti; 



zed by Google 



84 TALKS OF THE CftlTSADBRS. 

prince of them is aeeldng his own seyeral ends ? — 
I win seek mine aIso*-and that is honour. For 
honour I came hither, and if I may not win it 
upon the Saracens, at least I wiU not lose a jot 
fnm any xeipeet to this paltry duke, thoi^h he 
were bulwarked and buttressed by every prince in 
' the crusade.^ 

De Vaux turned to obey the King^s mandate, 
shrugging his shonkters at the same time^ the 
Nuntaess of his nature bebg unable to conceal 
that its tenor went against his ju^iment But the 
hermit of Engaddi stq)ped &rwaid, and assumed 
the air of one chaq^ed with higher commaadB 
than those of a mere earthly potentate. Indeed, 
his dress of shaggy skins, his uncombed and nn- 
trimmed hrir and beard, his lean, wild, and con- 
torted features, and the almost insane fire whicb 
gleamed from under his bushy eyefaiows, aaade 
him iqpproach nearly to our idea of some seer 
of Scripture, who, charged with hq;h miaaion 
to the sinful Kings of Judah or Israel, descend, 
ed from the rodcs and caverns in whidi he 
dwelt in abstracted soUtude, to abash earthly 
tyrants in the midst of their pride, by dischar- 
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giog on them the bfif^kdiig denunciatioos of Di- 
vine Mfl/esty, even $a die cloud diadiarges tlie 
lightnings with which it it firaught» on the j^- 
naclea and towers of castles and palaces. In 
the midst of his most wayward mood, Richard re- 
spected the church and its ministers, and though 
oflfended at the intrusion of the hermit into his 
tent, he greeted &im with respect ; at the same 
dme, however, making a sign to Sir Thomas de 
Vauz to hasten on his message. 

But the hermit prohibited the baron^ by ges« 
ture, look, and word, to stir a yard on such an er- 
• rand; and, holding up his bare arm, from whidi the 
gost-sldn mantle fell back in the violence of his 
action, he waved it aloft, meagre with famine, 
and wealed with the blows of the disdpline. 

'^ In the name of God, and of the most holy 
Father, the vicegerent of the Christian Church 
upon earth, I prohibit this most profime, blood- 
thirsty, and brutal defiance, betwixt two Chitstian 
princes, whose shoulders are signed with the 
blessed mark under which they swore brother- 
hood. Woe to him by whom it is broken! — 
Richard of England, recall the most unhallowed 
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message thou bast given to that baroiH-Danger 
and Death are nigh thee !-— the dagger is glancing 
at thy very throat !— '^ 

** Danger and Death are pkymates to Rich- 
ard,^ answered the monarch, proudly ; ^^ and he 
hath braved too many swords to fear a dagger.^ 
. ** Danger and Death are near,^ replied the 
seer ; . and, sinking his voice to a hollow, unearth- 
ly tone, he added, ^* And after death the judg- 
ment I** 

'^ Good and holy father,"" said Richard, << I 
reverence thy person and thj sanctity—"" 

^* Reverence not me 1"" interrupted the hermit ; 
** reverence sooner the vilest insect that crawU by 
the shores of the Dead Sea, and feeds upon its ac- 
cursed slime. But reverence Him whose com- 
mands I speak—- Reverenceliimwhosesepulchrc 
you have vowed to rescue— Revere the oath of 
concord which you have sworn, and break not the 
silver cord of union and fidelity with which vou 
have bound yourself to your princely confede- 
rates."" 

'' Good father,"" said the King, ^' you of the 
church seem to me to presume somewhat, if a lay- 
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man may say so mudi, upon the digni^ of your 
holy character. Without chaUenging your right 
to take chaige of our conscience, methinks you 
might leave us the charge of our own honour.^ 

<^ Presume T repeated the hermit-— << is it for 
me to. presume^ royal Richard, who am but the 
bell obeying the hand of the sexton— but the 
senseless and worthless trumpet, carrying the com- 
mand of him who sounds it ?— -See, on my knees 
I throw myself before thee, imj^ring thee to 
have mercy on Christendom, on England, and on 
thysdf.'* 

^^ Bise, liae,^ said Richard, compelling him to 
stand up ; *< it beseems not that knees, which are 
so fibequently bended to the Deity, should press the 
ground in honour of man.-— What danger awaits 
us, reverend fkther ?— and when stood the power 
of England so low, that the noisy bluster of thu 
new-made Duke^s displeasure should alarm her, 
or her monarch ?^, 

<< I have looked forth from my mountain tur- 
ret upon the starry host of heaven, as each in 
his midnight circuit uttered wisdom to another, 
and knowledge to the few who can understand 
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their voice. There rite an eneny in thy House 
of LifO) I^ord Kingi malign at once to thy fame, 
and thy prosperity-*an emanation ^S Saturn, 
menacing thee with instant and bloody peiil, and 
which, but thou yield thy proud will to the mle 
of thy duty, will presently crush thee, even in thy 
pgide."^ 

<< Away, away*— this is heathen scienee,^ said 
the King. '^ Christians practise it not— wise men 
belieTe it not.<— Old man, thou detest.^ 

'< I dpto not, Richaxd^I am not so happy. I 
know my condition, and that some portion of 
reason is yet permitted me, not for my own use, 
but that of the Church, and the advancement of 
the Cross. I am the blind man who holds a 
torch to others, though it yidds no light to him* 
sdf. Ask me touching what Dmcems the weal 
of Christendom, and of diis crusade, and I will 
speak with thee as the wisest counsellor on whose 
tongue persuasion ever sat. Speak to me of my 
own wretohed being, and my words diall be those 
of the maniac outcast which I am.^ 

^^ I would not break the bands of unity asunder 
among die Princes of the Crusade/' said Richard, 
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with a uiidgtiled tone and mannar; *' bui wlun 
aU»ieinent can ihey sender me fiir the injustice 
and insult which I haye sustained?^ 

^^ Byen of that I am prepared and commission* 
ed to a|ieak by the council, which, meeting hasti- 
ly at the sommons of Philip of France, have ta- 
ken measures lor that eflbct.^ 

«' Strange^'' replied Bichaid, << that others 
should treat of what is due to the wounded Ma- 
jesty i^ England T 

'^ They are willing to anticipate your demands, 
ifitbe possible,"^ answered the hermit. '< In a 
body, ihey consent that die Bannor of England 
be replaced on Smnt 6eorge'*s Mount, and they 
lay under ban and condemnation the audacioiis 
«fiminal, or criminals, by wlmm it was outraged, 
tod will announce a prittod|y reward' to any who 
shi^ denounce the ddinquoit^s guilt, and give 
his flesh to the wolves and ravens.^^ 

'' And Austria,"" said Richard-*^^ upon whom 
rest such, stnmg presumptions that he was the 
author of the deed P"" 

'' To prevent discord in the host,"" replied the 
hermit, << Austria will clear hunself of the suspi- 
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cum, bjr Bubmittmg to wbatsoevw ordeal tbe P». 
trisreh of Jerusalem shall impose.^ 

" Will he clear himself by the trial by com- 
bat?" said King Richard. 

« His oath prohibits it," said tbe hermit; 
" and, moreover, the Council of the Princes—". 
« WUl neither authorise battle agnnst tbe Sa. 
racens," intmupted Richard, "nor againstanyone 
else. But it is enough, father^-thou hast shown 
me the folly of proceeding as I deseed in this 
matter. You shall sooner light yo« totdi in a 
puddle of tab, than Ixing a spark out of a cold- 
blooded coward. There is no honour to be gun. 
ed on Austria, i^id to let him pass.— I wiU.hare 
him perjure himself, however ; - 1 will insist on the 
ordeaL—How I shall htugh to hear his clumsy 
fingers hiss,* as he grasps tbe red-hot globe of 
iron I— Ay, or his huge mouth riven, and his gul- 
let swelling to so^Kiation, as he endeavours to 
swallow the consecrated bread !" 

" Peace, Richard," said the hemit—" Oh, 
peace, for shame, if not for charity. Who shall 
F«8e or honour princes, who insult and cslum- 
niate each other ? Alas ! that a creature so noble 
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as thou art— BD accomplished in princely thoughts 
and princely daring— so fitted to honour Christ- 
endom by thy aeticms, and, in thy calmer mood, 
to rule her by thy wisdom, should yet have the 
brute and wild fury of the lion, mingled with 
tbe dignity and courage of that king of the fi>- 
restr 

He remained an instant musmg with his eyes 
fixed on the ground, and then proceeded.— << But 
Heaven, that knows our imperfect nature, accepts 
ef our imperfiect obedience, and hath ddayed, 
though not aTcrted, the Uoody end of thy d»> 
ring life. The destroying angel hath stood still, 
as of old by the threshmg-floor of Araunah the 
Jebusite, and the blade is drawn in his hand, by 
which, at no distant date, Richard, the lion-heart- 
ed, shall.be as low as the meanest peasant.^ 

*< Must it then be so soon ?^— said Richard. 
'* Yet, even so be it. May my course be bright, 
if it be but brief r 

^< Alas I noble King,"" said the solitary, and it 
seemed as if a tear (unwonted guest) were gather- 
ing in his dry and glaiened eye — ^< short and me- 
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lancholy, marked with mortification, and calaini- 
ty, and captivity, la the span that dividea thee 
fiom the graye which yawns finr thee— a grave in 
which thoa shalt be laid without lineage to sue* 
oeed thee^without the tears of a people, exhaust- 
ed by thy ceaseless wars, to lament thee— without 
having extended the knowledge of thy subjects— 
without having done aught to enlaige their hap* 
piness.^' 

'^ But not without renown, monk— not without 
the tears of the lady of my love ! These consoh- 
tioDs, which thou canst neither know nor estimale^ 
await upon Richard to his grave.^ 

*' i>o I not know-*-^;an I not estimate, the va* 
lue of minstrers praise, and of lady's love T re- 
torted the hermit, in a tone, which for a moment 
seemed to emulate the enthusiasm of Ridbard 
himself. <* King of England,*^ he continued, ex« 
tending his emaciated arm, <^ the blood which 
boils in thy blue veins is not more noUe than 
that which stagnates in mine. Few and cold as 
the drops are, they still are of the Uood of the 
royal Lusignan— of the heroic and sainted God- 
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finey. I am— that is, I was whem in tbe wiorid— 
Alberidc Moitooap— — " 

'< Whoae deeds,** uddBidhavd, ^Ime so cAen 
filled Fame's trampek ! Is it so-»caii it be ao ?-» 
Could such a liglit as tMne fidl firom the horiaon 
of chitaliy, and yel men be unosrtab wheie its 
emieniliadaliglitedP'' 

<< Seek a fidlen star,'' said the homit, <' and 
thou shalt only light on some fonl jdtjr, which, in 
shoo&g throi^h the homon, has insdmed Soit a 
moment an appeaianoe of splendaiir. Kiduad, if 
I thoogiht that rending the Moody veil from my 
hamUe fiite could make thy proud heart stoop to 
the discipBne of the dmicfa, I could find in my 
hesrt to tdl thee a ial^ which I ha^e hitherto 
kept gnawing at my yitals in conoedment, like 
the sdf-devoted youth of lieathenesse.^»Lislen, 
then, Ridiardy and may the grief and daqpoir, 
which cannot ayail this wretched remnant of what 
waa onoe a man, be powerful as an examj^e to ao 
nobIe» yet so wild a being as thou art. Yes— I 
wiH— I wiU tear open the loQg-hidden wounds, 
alihougfa in thy yery presence they should bleed 
to death;' 
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King Hiclunrd, upm whom the history of Al- 
berick of Mortemar had made a deep impression in 
his early years, when minstrels were regaling his 
finfaer's halls with legends of the Holy Land, 
listeiied with respect to the outKnes of a tale, 
which, darkly and imperfisctly sketdied, indicated 
sufficiently the cause of the partial insanity of this 
singular and most unhappy being. 

'< I need not,"* he said, '< tell thee, that I was 
noble in birth, high in fortune, strong in arms, 
wise in counsel. All these I was ; but while the 
noblest ladies in Palestine strove which should 
wind garland for my helmet, my love was fixed — 
unalterably and devotedly fixed— on a maiden of 
low d^ree. Her fsJlber, an ancient soldier of the 
Cross, saw our passion, and knowing the difier- 
ence betwixt us, saw no other refuge for his 
daughter's honour than the shadow of the clois- 
ter. I returned firom a distant expedition, loaded 
with spoils and honour, to find my happiness was 
destroyed for ever ! I too sought the cloister, and 
Satan, who had marked me for his own, breathed 
into my heart a vapour of spiritual pride, whidi 
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could only have had its source in his own infernal 
regions. I had risen as high in the church as be- 
fore in the state — I was, forsooth, the wise, the 
self^suiBcient, the impeccable !— I was the counseU 
lor of ooundk — ^I was the director' of prflttcm 
how' should I stumUe^-^herefore should I fear 
temptation ?— Alas f I became oonftssor to a sis* 
terhood, and amongst that sisteriiood I found the 
longJoved— the long-lost* Spare me farther con« 
fession !-— A fidlen nun, whose guilt was avenged 
by self-murder, sleeps soundly ia the Taults of 
Bugaddi, while, aboTe her very graye, gibbers, 
moans, and roars a creature, to whom but so 
much reason is left as may suffice to render him 
completely sensible to his fate.**^ 

" Unhappy man P said Richard. *^ I wander 
no longer at thy misery. How didst thou escape 
the doom, which the canons denounce against thy 

" Ask one who is yet in die gall of worldly 
bitterness,'' said the hermit, ^^ and he will s^ieak of 
a life spared for personal respects, and fiom eonsi- 
deration to high bhrth. But, Richard, /tell thee, 
that Providence hath presenred me, to lift me on 

7 
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high as a light and beaoon, whose ashes, when this 
earthly fuel is banit out, must yet be flung into 
Tophet. Withered and shrunk as this poor form 
isy it is yet animated with two spirits— ^ne actiTe, 
shiewdyaad pieidng, toadrocate the canae of the 
Chnich of Jerusalem— <»ie mean, ahject, and de- 
spmiing, fluctuathig between madness and misery, 
to mourn over my own wretdiedness, and to guard 
holy relics, on which it would be most sinful for 
me even to cast my eye. Pity me not 1 — ^it is but 
sin to fnty the loss of sndi an abject— -pi^ me 
not, but profit by my example. Thou standest 
on thehi^ieBt, and, therefore, on the most dai^er* 
ons pinnacle, occupied by any Christian prince. 
Thou art proud of heart, loose of life, bloody of 
hand. Put from thee the sins which are to thee 
as daughters'— though they be dear to the dnful 
Adam, expel these adopted furies from thy breast 
— thy pride, thy luxury, thy blood-thirstiness.^ 

<* He raves,^ said Richard, turning from the so- 
litary to DeVaux, as one who felt some pain from a 
sarcasm which yet he could not resent--*then turn- 
ed him calmly, and somewhat scornfully, to the an* 
chord, as he replied— ^^ Thou hast found a fair 

13 
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bevy of dlw^^Mlehh rereiend fiuher, to cne idio 
hftlh been but few moalht macried ; but sum I 
nost pat tbem from my loof, it wisn bat like a 
finther to provide than with suitable matches. 
Wherefoie, I will part with my pride to the no^ 
Ue Canons of the Charch— my luxury, as thoa 
calllBt it, to the Monks of the rule— and my 
Uood-thirstiness to the Knights of the Temple.** 

^< O, heart of steel, and hand of iron,"" said tha 
anehoret— -^^ upon whom example, as well as ad- 
vice, is alike thrown away !-**Yet shalt thou be spi^ 
red for a season, in case it so be thoushould^st tan| 
and do that wluch is acceptable in the sight of Hea- 
ven. — For m^ I must return to my piaca.— Kyne 
Eleison /—I am he through whom the rays of 
heavenly grace dart like those of the sun through 
a burning glass, concentratmg them on other ob« 
jects, until they kindle and blaze^ while the glass 
itsdf remains cold and uninfluenced-— Kyrie Eki* 
9Qia !— the poor must be called, for the rich have 
refused the banquet«-rEyrie Eloson T 

So saying, he burst firam the tent^attenng loud 
OTies, 

VOL* IV, G 
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. <* A mad priest l^^'^ uid Ridbard, ftom whose 
mind the fimatic ezekmations of the hermit had 
pardy obliterated the impressidn produced by the 
detail of his personal history and misfortones. 
*^ After him, De Vauz, and see he comes to no 
harm ; for, crusaders as we are, a juggler hath 
more reverence amongst our varlets than a priest 
or a saint, and they may, perchance, put some 
scorn upon him.^ 

. The knight obeyed, and Richard presently 
gave way to the thoughts which the wild pro- 
phecy of the monk had inspired.-— ^^ To die early 
—without lineage-— without lamentation ? — a hea^ 
yy sentence, and well that it is not passed by a more 
competent judge. Yet the Saracens, who are ao- 
oompUshed in mystical knowledge, will often 
maintain, that He, in whose eyes the wisdom of 
the sage is but as folly, inspires wisdom and pro-, 
phecy into the seeming foUy of the madman. 
Yonder, hermit is said to read the stars too, tt 
art generally practised in these lands, whece the 
heavenly host was of yore die olgect of idolatry. 
I would I had asked him touching the loss of my 
banner ; for not the blessed Tishbite, the founder 
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of bis order, could seem more wildly rapi out of 
Jiimself, or spesk with s tongue more resembling 
tbat of a prophet — How now, De Ysux, what 
aiewB of the mad priest ?^ 

<* Mad priest, call you htm, my lord ?^ answer- 
ed De Vaux. '^ Methinks he resembles more the 
blessed Baptist himself, just issued froin the wU- 
demess. He has placed himself on one of the 
military engines, and from thence he preaches to 
the soldiers, as never man preached since the time 
of Peter the Hermit. The camp, alarmed by his 
cries, crowd around him in thousands ; and break- 
ing off every now and then from the main thread 
of his discourse, he addresses the several nations, 
each in their own language, and presses upon each 
the arguments best qualified to urge them to per- 
severance in the delivery of Palestine.*" 

^< By this light, a noble hermit !^ said King 
Richard. *^ But what else could come from the 
blood of Godfrey ? He despair of safety, because 
he hath in former days lived par amours t I will 
have the Pope send him an ample remission, had 
his heOe amie been an abbess.^ 

As he spoke, the Archbidiop of Tyre craved 
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audience, for the purpose of requesting Riebtfd*s 
attendanoe, should his health pennil, on a secret 
conclaTe of the dnefs of the crusade, and to ex^ 
plam to him the military and political inddents 
which had occurred during his illness. 
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CHAPTER VI. 



Muft we thm thcBtlie oar tlill irkcatkrat t««i4 ; 
Turn back our fimraM stqi^ which ever tiod 
O'er foeinen*8 nedla the onward path of glorj* ; 
l}iiclaip.tho tttil^ iM^ with a aolMia v«w. 
In God's own boute, we hang upon our abonldarf ; 
That TOW, as unaccomplishM as the promise 
Wbkh wUlaie nunea make to stilt iMr ddldrai. 
And after think no more of ? ■ 

TTke Crutadtf a Tragedg. 



The Archbishop of Tyre was an mtimuj wdl 
diQsen to oomiDamcate to Riehaid tidingt^irhkh 
fiom another vf»oe the lion*hearted King iroidd 
not have brooked 4o hear, without tha Inoit nn* 
' bounded exploflbns of reseBtiMnt ETeathiisa* 
gacbufl and reverend pielate found dKffioolty in 
inducing him to listen to news, which deitroyed 
all his hopes of gaining hack the Holy Sepukhre 
by force of arms^ and ao^ixing the renown, which 
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the uniyenal aU hail of Christendom was ready 
to confer, upon him, as the Champion of the 
Cross. 

But, by the Archbishop^s report, it appeared 
that Sahidin was assembling all the force of his 
hundred tribes, and that the monarchs of Europe, 
ahready disgusted from various motives with the 
expedition, which had proved so hazardous, and 
was daily growing more so, had resolved to aban- 
don their purpose. In this they were countenanced 
by the example of Philip of France, who, with 
many protestations of regard, and assurances that 
he would first see his brother of England in safety, 
declared hb intention to return to Europe. His 
great vassal, the Earl of Champagne, had adopted 
the' same resolution ; and' it will not be wonder- 
ed, that Leopold of Austria, affironted as he had 
been by Richard, was glad to embrace an opportu- 
nity of deserting a cause, in which his haughty 
opponent was to be considered as chief. Others , 
announced the samepurpose ; so that it was plain 
thttt the Eing of Enghmd was to be left, if he 
chose to t^nun, supported only by such volun^ 
teersas might, under such depressing drcum- 
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•Umoes, joni thmadTetto dieEq^iah aimy; 
and by. the doabtM aid of CoDxade of MbnftMr- 
rat, and the military orders of the Temple^ and of 
Saint John, who, though they were awom to wage 
liattle against the Saracens, were at least equally 
jealous of any European monirdi achieTing the 
conquest of Palestine9 where, with short-sighted 
and sdfishpcdicy, ihey proposed to establish inde- 
pendent dominionB of their own. 

It needjsd nof many arguments to show Rich- 
ard the truth of his situation; and, indeed, after 
Ins first burst of passion, he sat him calmly down, 
and with gloomy looks, head depressed, and arms 
folded on his bosom, listened to the Ardibishop^s 
reasoning on the impossibility of his carrying on 
the crusade when deserted by his companions. 
Nay, he finrbore interruption, even when the pre- 
late* ventured, in measured temis, to hint that 
llidiard*s own impetuosity had been one main 
cause of disgustbg the princes with the expedi- 
tion. 

'^ CcnfUeor^^ answered Bichaxd, willi a de- 
jected look, and something of a melandioly smile ; 
<* I confess, reverend father, that I ought on 
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some aoeoanto to i&ngculpa mea. But. i8 h not 
haid that my finokies of Mnpcr dioald be visited 
inth sudi m perance, tfaat^ for a bunt br two of 
Mloral pamoDy I shotdd be doomed lo see fkde 
beSore ideuBgathered aoeh aifeh harvest of gloty 
to^ God, and honour to ehivalrjr P-^Bul it fihall fiot 
fiule.— By the soul of die Conqueror, I will piant 
thie Cross on the towem of Jenisalem, or they 
shaU plant it over Bkhard^s gravel^ 

^< Thou mayst do it,"" said the prelate, '* yet 
not another drop of Christian blood be Aed in 
the quaneL^ 

^^ Ah> yon sprak of comptomise, Lord Prelate 
*— but the Uood of the infidel hounds muat ako 
eease to flow,'^ said Richard. 

<^ There will be glory enough,*" replied the 
Ardibifihop, <^ in having extorted ftom SalacKn, 
by force of arms, and by the re^ct inspired 
by your fiune, sudi conditions, as at onee i^ 
store the Holy Sepulchre, op^ the Holy Land 
to pilgrims, secure their safety by strong fortresses, 
and, stronger than idl, assure the saferjr tt the 
Holy City; by confianing on Richard the title cf 
Kii^ Guardian of Jerusalem/' 
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^^ HowT sttdBidMed^lus eyies ipaiUiiig wiih 
unusiud light— ^^^ I«-J-«I tlie Kiog GuarduBi of 
ibeHofyCkyl Victoiy kself, bot that it m tic 
tory 9 could not gain inio re Bc aace so mucli, wlien 
won wiA uninlling and disueked fi»rceB.«-*Bat 
Saladm still proposes to xdain his iirterest in die 
Holy Land?'' 

<< As a joint sovereign, the swoni ally^'* xeplied 
the Prelate, «' of the mightjr Richaid-^his rda- 
tive— i^it may be pemutted — ^by marriage.*^ 

^^ By manriage T said Riehard, sarpnsed, yet 
less so than the Prehrte had ozpected. '<Ha!-— 
Ay— Edith Plantagenet. Did I dream this ?—4np 
did some one tell me? My head is still weak fiom 
this ferer, and has been agitated-^Was it the 
Scot, or die Hakim, or yonder holy hemdt, that 
hinted snch a wild baifiaiti ?*" 

'' The hermit of Engaddi, most likely,'' said 
the Archbishop ; ** fi>r he hath toiled much in thai 
matter} and^suicethedisedntentof theprineeshas 
become apparent, and a sqpsaation of their forces 
unaVoidabk, he hadi had many consultations, both 
ivith CSuriatian and Pagan, for arranging such a 
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padfication, « may give (o CfanBtendom, at least 
in part, the olgects of this holy warfioe.^ 

*^ My kiiiflw(»iian to an mfidel— ^Ha T exclaim- 
ed Richard, as his eyes bq;aii to sparkle. 

The PreUte hasteaed to arert hb wradi. 

*^ The Pope^s consent must doubtless be first 
attained, and the holy hermit, who is well known 
at Rome, will treat with the holy Father.* . 

^^ How ?-Mrithout our consent first given P*^ 
said the King. 

^^ Sorely no,* said the Bishop, in a quieting 
and inonuating tcme of yeice ; ^^ only with and 
under your especial sanction.* 

^* My sanction to marry my kinswoman to an 
infidel ?* said Richard ; yet he spoke rather in a 
tone of doubt than as distincdy reprobating the 
measure proposed. " Could I hare dreamed of 
such a composition when I leaped upon the Sy- 
rian shote firom the prow of my galley, even as a 
lion springs on his piey !— And now— But proceed 
—I will hear with patienoe.* 

Equally delighted and surprised to find his 
task so much easier than he had apprehended, tiie 
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Arcbbbkop liasMned lo pour tmk before Bach* 
ard the instances of sodk affiances in Spaia^Hiot 
without counteneDce from the H0I7 See— the in- 
calculable advantages which all Christendom 
would derive firom the union of Riohaid and Sa- 
ladin^ hy a bond so sacred ; and, above all, he 
i^iolce with great vehemence and unction on the 
probability that Saladin would, incase of die proi^ 
posed alliance, exdiange his false fiuth for the 
true one. 

'< Hath the Soldan shown any disposition to 
become Christian r said Richard; '<if so, the 
king lives not on earth to whom I would grant 
the hand of a kinswoman, ay, or sister, sooner than 
to my noble Saladin— •ay, though the one came to 
lay crown and scq)tre at her feet, and the other 
had nothing to offer but his good sword and bet- 
ter heart.'' 

^^ SaladuQi hath heard our Christian teachers,"* 
said the Bishop, somewhat evasively,— ^^ my ui^- 
worthy self— and others— and as he listens with 
patience and replies with oalmness, it can hardly 
be but that he be snatched as a brand from the 
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ovwr^ t&e henbil of Engilddi, few of who6e Words 
baive faUen fruitkcMi to the gfoiind> is pofaested 
fiiUy with the belief that there is a calliiig of the 
Saraiefloa and the other heathen appro(acbiag» to 
wbicb this marriage ahaU be matter of indtu^tion. 
He seadeth the course of the stars; anddwellfi^ 
with maceratton of the fleshy In' those divine phices 
wUcfa the saints have trodden of .old, tibe spfrit of 
Elijah the Tishbite, the founder of his blessed 
order, hadi beaiwith him as it was with the pro-- 
pliet Elisha, the son of Shaphat, when he qpread 
his mantle over hinu"" 

King Richard listened to the Prelate^s reason- 
ing with a downcast brow and a trouUed look. 

** I cannot tell," he said, *^ how it is with me. ; 
but methinks these cold counsds of the Princes of 
Christendom have infected me too with a lethargy 
'of spirit. The time hath been, that, had a lay- 
man proposed such alliance to me, I had struck 
him to earth— if a churchman, I had spit at 
him as a renegade and priest of Baal*— yet 
now this counsel sounds not so stnmge in mine 
ear ; for why should I not seek for brotherhood 
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and aUumoe nith a Sinccni, Hn^e, jtMt, genf^ 
vouBj-^ifbo lof^B imi h«Monn'a wc^Af Soe^ m 

tendom duiiik firMi A^ ridt i£ tbrnt allin, and 
fiwrsake the cauaeof Heavmaiid goodkti^thc^ 
^-*But I will possett my padei^ee, and irill not 
think of them* Only one attitiD|»t will I make to 
keep this gallant brothediobd tocher, if it be 
possible; and if I fkil, liOid Archbiahom we will 
speak together of thy counael, whidi, aa now, I 
neidier accept nor altogether reject. Wend we to 
the Council, my lord*«the'hoQr calk us. Thou 
say'^st Richard is hasty and pioud«<-diott shah see 
him hufflhle himself like the lowly broom^idant, 
from which he derives his surname.^ 

With the assistance of those of his jnvy cham- 
ber, the King then hastily robed himself in a 
doublet and mantle of a dftrk and unilbrm ocdour ; 
and without any marit of regal dignity, ezoeptang 
a ring of gold upon his head, he hastened with 
the Archbishop of Tyre, to attend the Council, 
which waited but his presence to commence its 
sitting. 

The paTiUon of the Council was a large tent, 

10 
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having before it the Jarge Banner of the Crots dis- 
{dayed, and another^ on vhidh was ponrtrayed a 
female kneeling, with dishevelled hair and disor* 
dered dress, meant to represmt the desolate and 
distressed Church of Jerusalem, and bearing the 
motto, Afflictce spoMce ne obHviscaris. Warders, 
carefully selected, kept all at a distance from the 
neighbourhood of this tent, lest the debates, which 
were sometimes of a loud and stormy character, 
should reach other ears than they were designed 
for. 

Here, therefore, the Princes of the Crusade 
were assembled, awaiting Richard's arrival ; and 
even the brief delay which was thus interposed, 
was turned to his disadvantage by his enemies ; 
various instances being circulated of his pride, and 
undue assumption of superiority, of which even the 
necessity of the present short pause was quoted as 
an instance. Men strove to fortify each other in 
their evil opinion, and vindicated the offence which 
each had tak^, by putting the most severe con- 
struction upon circumstances the most trifling ; 
and all this, perhaps, because they were conscious 
of an instinctive reverence for the Ejngof England, 
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which it would xeqabe mow thn oidinaTy efiirtt 
to overcome* 

They had settled accordingly, ihat they shonld 
recrilYe him on his entrance with slight notice, and 
no more respect than was exactly necessary to 
heep within the bounds of cold ceremonial. But 
when they beheld that noble form, that princely 
eountenance, somewhat pale from his lateilfaiesa— 
Ae eye which had been called by minstrels the 
bright star of battle and victory-^ when his feats, 
surpasnng human strength and valour, rushed on 
their recollection, they arose-^-even the jealous 
King of France, and the sullen and ofiended 
Duke of Austria, arose with one omsent, and the 
assembled princes burst fiarth with one voice in 
the acclamation, *^ God save King Richard of 
England !-^Long life to the valiant lion^s heart T 

With a countenance frank and open as the sum* 
mer sun when it rises, Richard distributed his 
thanks around, and congratulated himsdf on be- 
ing once more among his royal crusaders. 

*^ Some brief words he desired to say,^ such 
was his address to the assembly, ^' though on a 
svlgect so unworthy as himself, even at the risk of 
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ddqrmg for a fe^ kinoteB lUetr joohsiiltaiabiifl finr 
the weal of Christendoniy and advancement of 
Aeir li<^ ' entarprue.^ 

The assembled princes lesumed their seats^ and 
there was a profound silence/. 

<< This dayr ecmtbued %he Eing of Ei^fauid; 
'"^ is a high festiral of the Church ; and weU be^ 
eomes it Christian men, at such a tide^ to reconcile 
themsebres with thetr brethren, ahd confess their 
faults to ^ush other. NdUe princes, and &thers 
of this holy expedition,! Richard is a soldier*— his 
hand is ever readier than his t(mgue-*and his 
toi^e is but too mudi used to the rongb lan- 
guage of his trade. But do not, for Flantage- 
net's hasty speeches and unconsidered actions^ for- 
sake the noble cause of die ^redemption of Palest 
tine — do not throw away earAIy renown and eter- 
nal salvation, to be won here if era lliey can 
be won by man, because the act of a soldier 
may have been hasty, and His speech as hard 
as the iron which he has worn from childhood. Is 
Richard in de&ult to any of you, Ridiaid will 
make compensation both by word and action.-^ 
NoUe brothen oi France, have I been so unlucky 
as to offend you ?"" 
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<< The Majesty of FiniGe Im na Moiimmii 
to sedk firom ihat of Eq^and,'' wtwaMd FhSOf^ 
witb Jdi^y d^niljr, acoepliqg U die mne lue 
the offiared hand of Biohaad ; << and whateTer 
qpinion I may adopt ocmoenung the proeaciiftiQii 
of ibis enterpiise, will depend on teesons adsbg 
out of the state of my otm Idagdoai) eettsnriy on 
no jeslouqr or diqpist at my loyal and nost valow- 
oQs farofther.'' 

'' Austria,'' Slid Bicfaaid, walking up to the 
Axeh-Duke with a miitiiie of fianksess and dig- 
nity, wluk Leopold arose fioss his sea^ as if in*- 
▼duntsrily, and with the action of an antos»aton 
whose motions depended upon some eitemal im- 
pulse,-—'' Austria thinks he hath reason to be 
o£Pended with England; England, that he hath 
csnse to complain (^Austria. Let them exdumge 
fiagiTcness, that the peace of Europe, and the 
oonoofd of this host, may remain unbroken. We 
are now joint supporters of a more glorious bsn- 
ner than ever biased brfore an esrtbly prinoe, 
erte the Banner of Salvation — ^let not, there&re, 
strife be betwixt us, for the symbd of our more 
worUBy dignitica ; but let Leopold restore the 

VOL. IV. H 



Digiti; 



zed by Google 



114 TALKS OF THB CRVSAI1KR9. 

pttmon of Btkglaiid, if he bas. it in his power, 
and Richaxd will say, though from no niotiw 
save hu k>ve fat Holy Chureh, that he repents 
faim of the hasCy mood in which he did insult the 
standaid of Austria.'" 

The Avob-Duke stood still, sullen and dis« 
opnteiitod, with hi^ eyes fixed on the floor, and 
his eountenance lowering with smothered displea* 
sure» which awe, mingled with awkwardness^ pre* 
vented bis giving vent to in words. 
. The PatiHarch of Jerusalem hastened to break 
the embarrassing silence, and to bear witness for 
the Arcb-Duke of Austria, that he had excul- 
pated himself, by a solemn oath, from all know- 
ledge, direct or indirect, of the aggression done 
to the Bamier of England. 

" Then we have done the noble Arch«Duke 
the greater wrong,*' said Richard ; ** and craving 
his pardon for imputing to him an outrage so 
cowardly, we extend our hand to him in token of 
renewed peace and amity. — But how is this? 
Austria refbses our uncovered hand, as he fi>r* 
merly refused our mailed glove. What ! are we 
nather to be his mate in peace, nor his antsgo- 
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mt fat nvwr ? Wdl, kt itbe so. WoVBi takette 
«U|^ esteem tn wllkh lie holds us, m a fMOitaoe 
for aught whiofa wfi may have d<Nii^ i^pvuat hiBi 
in heat of Ueod, and will, therefore^ ho)d the 90i 
count between u8 deaied.^ • >< 

. Soaqring, hetnmedfirom theArdi-Dokewidi 
ad air rather of d^ity than aeorn, leaving the 
Austrian appuendy as much i^Be^ed by the re# 
nioyal of his'eye^ as is a saUen andlniant adiool- 
boy when the fiance of his serere pedi^gogHe is 
wttbdrawn. 

' ^Nolde£ari:ofCham|Migne«^pRnoelyMatqai8 
of MontserratH-^YaKant Grande Master of the 
Templars— I am here a penitent in the oonfea< 
skmal*— Does any of you bring a charge, or daia 
amends fiom me ?^ % 

' ^^ I know not on what we could ground any,^ 
said the siaobtb^tongned Conrade, ** uiiless it 
wore that the King of England carries off from 
Ins poor brothers of the war all the fiune Whi^h 
they might haye hoped to gain in theiezpedilbnJ' 
^^My charge, if I am called on to make one^'' 
said the Master of the Tenj^ars, '' is grayer and 
de^^er Aan that of the Mafequis of Montselrrat. 
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It mqr be ihonglit ill to bMeem a mililary monk 
•ndi at I> to raifle Us ^oico whera lo aumy aoUe 
pmoaa ranaia aiiaiit ; but H ooncems our whole 
bast) and not least ibis noUe ffing of England, 
tbat he should hear Stam some one to his fiwe 
dioae ebaigeS) wUdi there are enow to prsss him 
with in his absence* We land and hononr the 
coun^ and high achinvements of the King of 
England, but we fed aggrieved tbat he should, on 
all oecasions , seise and mamtain a preoedenee and 
superiority over us, which it becomes not inde- 
pendent princes to submit to. Much we might 
yield of our firee will to his brarery, his seal, hii 
wealth, and his power ; but he who snatches all 
as matter of right, and leayes nothing to grant 
out of courtesy and fiironr, degrades us firom al- 
lies into retainers and rassals, and sullies, in the 
eyes of our soldiera and sulgects, the lustre of our 
authority, which is no longer independently eser- 
cised. Since the royal Richard has asimd the 
truth from us, he must neither be surprised nor 
angry when he hears one, to whom woridly pomp 
is prohibited, and secular authority is nothing, 
saving so far as it adyances the prosperity of God^s 
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Temple and die pMln&m of ibe lioA wUch 
goeth obo«t oedkug wImu lie aay devou--^^ 
lie heon» I oqr» iuch a one oo I tell bin the 
tro&ki reply tolusqnettMi; whioh tnHliy ovon 
while I speak it» i8» I know, oeidfaniod bjrthe 
heart of eveqr one wliolieara me» howetw it niect 
may eiifle iheir Toieea.** 

Bidund oolaund wmy hi^y wldb dioGiaiid 
Maalwir was "t fti™g tlua diieofc and uiifwiiished 
attack apon bis eoodnot) aad .the matarar of as* 
sent which Ibllowod k showed plaiBly» that aL 
meat all who wero paeaent aequjeaoad in Ifejoa- 
lice of the aomtiarioiii Imanaedj mmi at the 
flame time mortified, he yet foeaaw tiiat to give 
way to hie headkmg xeaeiitBiieiit, would ha to 
give the odd and wary aocaaar the adrantage onfr 
him wUch it was the Tcanpiar'e pnaeipal olgact to 
obtaiB* He^theKefom,with«itnMitgcli9Kt,nniaiiu 
ed mkat tSl he had repeated a pater noater, be- 
ing the eoorse whidi his coaftsMr had SBJeiiied 
lam to pumae, when anger was likely to obtam 
dominion orer him. The King then spoke with 
composure, though not without an embittered 
tone, espedally at the outset 
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f ><^AiidiB it'ev«n «o-? And are Whretliren at 
aoA pMiw>to''iiota. Ae inSmoAeB 0( o&r natural 
teiipar, and th& tougk preoqsttaiMse of «ttr zeal, 
jfbish mmf sMicrtiinca lasvit urged us to ksue 
oamBMudawlmi' tlnxe Tvva Utile ^Moe lo hold 
couBcil P .1 joonid not hare thought that dfenoes, 
casual and unpremeditated like- urine, could find 
toohdeepioot inthe hearts of mj allies in this 
most dwiy.. wuae, that ^or my^«ake diey should 
wkhdrsir duixi hand ^m* the plough when ^the 
ftnrow was near the end ; for my sake turn aside 
fMn the .diifeet path 40 JemBalem, which- their 
swords halve .opened. I ▼anly duM]ght> that my 
smiaU serriees might have outweighed my rash 
erreEB-^hatif it w«re remembered Aat I pressed 
to. the van in an assault, it would not be forgot- 
ten that I was ever th^ last in the retreat— that, 
if I elevated my banner upon conquered fields of 
hattle,.it was all^the advantage that I sought, 
while. othesBweie dividing the spoiL I may have 
called the ocMiquered city by my name, but it was 
jto. others that I yidided the dominion* If I have 
been headstrongin urging bold counsds, I. have 
not, methinks, spared my own blood or my peo- 
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pies, in cinyiiig ikcmialo as boU i 
if I h^rCf la the hvaaj rf nmdi or tMillile» i 
iimmI a commatul over the aoUiBr8.Qf oikhert, such 
•have been ever treated as my onm, . nken ay 
wettldi tmrchased the pcovUens and nedidMi 
whieh their ewn 8(nrereigiia:coQU. not ]vocriire.~ 
Biit it fihames me to remiad yon of lihat all but 
mys^ ieem to fasfv ftirgotlm.**-Let us rathtr 
look felimrd toomr fbture measmes; and bdiere 
me/ bfethren^^* be eentmued^ bis fiuse kindlhig 
inth eagenessy^f yea diall not find Uie pvide^ cnr 
the wrath, or the ambitbn of RidJaid, a atuo^ 
Ming-bloek of oicnee in the path' to wluoh re- 
ligion and glory summoii yon, as witii the trmn* 
pet (if.an .AJcfaangeL Oh, no, no ! never, would 
I surnve die thoi^t, that my fiailtiea and infir- 
mities had been de means to sever this goodly 
fellowBhip of assembled princes. I Would cut off 
my left hand with my right, ceuld my dofaig so 
attest my smoerity. I will yirid up, vohmtarily, 
allij^t to command in the host, even mine own 
liege subjects* They shall be led by such so- 
ver^^ as you may nominate, and their King, 
ever but too apt to eatchange the le^dei^'s baton 
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4br ik» adnBtoMr's iMie, will «arve undn Ihe 
iMumar of Bma^Smai ammg Ae TMplam-^y, 
orundflr tlMlof Anstm^ if Aoalrift wSl Mme a 
fantveaumloloadhisfinMi* Or^ifyeaioyoiu^ 
•tlfM B^veiiy of Ihk wr, and M. yowr atmonr 
oiuife yow tender bodiMfy laove bol villi Bkhavd 
some ten or fiftem dMoaasd of your aoUam to 
work ont die ao cwopHi toiept of your vow, wd 
wben Zionis wen^'' he enkiiiied» weviag hii bend 
aloft» at if diqpbyiBg the standard of die Cress 
oTer JcnisaleiiH"-^^^ when Zkm is won, we will 
write wpon her gates not the name of Bichaid 
Plantagenet, but of those generous prinees who 
intmsted him with the means of conquest T 

The rough doqoenoe and determined exp^ 
sion €f the military monarch, at once rooaed 
the drooping spirits of the crusaders, reanimated 
thdff devotion, and, fixing their attention on the 
principal object of the expeditieo, made most of 
them who were present Uush for having been mo- 
ved by such petty subjecU of complaint as had 
before engrossed them. Eye caught fire fimn eye, 
voice lent courage to voice. They resumed, as 
with one accord, the war-cry widi whieh the ser- 
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mm of Feler tlM Hmtk was eehoed biek, ami 
fliioiited abud^ ^ Lead m on, gaUaiit LiiNiV 
hearO^BOM to imrthy tc lead wheite biiye bmh 
lUkiw. Lcfld w oii«-4o Joro B al em " 40 Jomaa* 
knt ItbihewiHorOod^HiathewfllorGod! 
BliaiMl isbe wlioriHA loMl an am to its iUfil. 
neiicP 

Tlio dmit, so anddtidy aad genmlly raised, 
vis boaid bcgroid tltt riiv of ssAtiMla irho gaard. 
ed thepaviUoDof OoonciUaad qwsad aaiong the 
flddiera of the host, who, inactive and dispiatcd 
by JKsease aad climate, had begun, lyce thdr 
leaden, to dioop in fesohnions batdieiie^ppear- 
anee of Bicbaidhi nnewed Tlgour, and the well* 
known sfaont wUeh echoed firom the assenddy of 
the princes, at once rekindled theii endiusiasni, 
mid thousands and teas of thousands answeied 
with the same shout of ^^ Zion, Zion !— ^War, war I 
~instant batde widi the infidels i It b the will 
of Ood^^it is the will of God T 

The acdamations from without increased in 
thar turn the enthusiasm which prevailed wiAin 
thepav&ion. Those who did not actually catch the 
flame, were afraid, at least for the time, to seem 
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colder tihsn Others. There was no more speatk ex- 
eept of a proud advmnoe towards' Jenieidem upon 
the expiry of the truoe^ and die meaflHzea to be 
taken u die meairtiine fer eif^lying and reccuit^ 
uig the anhj. Tlffi edmal broke up, att app a. 
reoify Med with the eame- eoathuBiasdc 'purpoeei 
— ^which, however, soon fided in the botom of 
most, and' never had an existeneein that of others. 
'. Of the hitter chuts were the Marquis Goiarade 
aiid the Grand Master of the Temphos, who m- 
tired t<^ther to their quarters ill at ease, and 
makonteD t with the events of idio dqr. 

'< I ever tdd it to thee,"" said the latter, with 
the cold saxdonic expression pecoliar to him, ^* tihat 
Richard would burst through the flimsy wiles you 
pitch for him, as would a lion through a spiderV 
web. Thou seest he has but to speak, and his 
breath agitates these fickle fools as easily as the 
whirlwind catcbeth scattered straws, and sweeps 
them together, or disperses them at its {dea* 
sure." 

" When the blast has passed away,'' said Con- 
rade, *^ the straws, which it made dance to its 
^pe, will settle to earth again.'' 
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. << Buikmw'tt thmnot heaie»y'^wtid the T«tt- 
pkr, ^ that it tfeems, if Ais neirpoifNise o^ emn 
quest shall be abandoned and pass away, and 
eadi nighty prince shall again be 1^ to such 
gindanceashinown scanty famin can supply, Bveh- 
axdis still lihe to faeosane Sing^of Jeranlem by 
compact, and establidi those terms of treaty widi 
the Soldan, which thou diyself thou^^st him. so 
likely to spun at ?^ 

>^ Now, by Mahomsd and Termagaunt, for 
Chriatianoa^s are ont of fiwhion,^ said Oonrade, 
^* say'^st thott the pnmd King of England would 
unite his blood with a headien Sultan ?<*-My po« 
ligr threw in that ingeedient to make die whole 
trea^ an.ahomination tohiaiu-^As bad for us 
that he become. omr master by an agreement, as 
byTictafy.!' 

«' Thy policy hath ill cahndated Raohard's di. 
gestion,^ answered the Templar ; ^^ I know his 
mind :by a whisper frimi the AschtHdiop.— And 
then thy master-stroke respecting yonder bamier 
—it has paased off with no more respeet than two 
culnts of embroidered . silk, merited. Marquis 
Conrade, thy wit begins to^halt— I will trust thy 
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Know^it Ihett not the iMple wbon Ae Ssncens 
oaUCbmgitea?'' 

" Swefyv M«wei«d the AteqHM ; ^< dwy are 
daqptnte wd beiotted endnuoMtSy who deiwte 
tbtir livw toAe adranoeowBt ofroHgian— ■amep 
vfaftt like TemphnK-^cmly thejr are never known 
to pauie in the lace of their edUing."' 

^^ Jest not,^ answered the scowling monk-; 
^< know, thai Me of these neii haa set d<»ni, in 
his hloody to^, the name of the Island Emporor 
jronder, to be hewn down as the chief enemy of 
the Moslem fidth.^ 

''A most judicious paynim,'' said Conrade. 
'^ Mahomet send him his paradise fi)r a sewaidr 

'' He was taken in the camp by one of oer 
squires, and, in private examination, itanUf avow- 
ed his&ced and determined purpose to me* 

^' Now the heavens pardon them who piev»t- 
ed the purpose of this most judicious Chaeegite,"" 
answered Conrade. 

^^ He is my priaoner,^ added the Templar, 
^^ and secluded fircmi speech with others, aa thou 
may^st suppose — ^but prisons have been broken—"^ 
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^' duons left UBkdcecl, and ctsfAytB h»re e^ 
caped— ^anflwefedtheMtrqwHi. *^Itis«naiiCMiit 
saykig, no safe dungeon but the grsvcw^ 

^< When loeee he tmums his quest-^fiir h is 
the natuie of this sort ef Uoodfaonnd nerer to 
-quit the slot of the prey he has once scented.^ 

** Say no more of it,^ said the Marquis ; '< I 
see thy policy-— it is dreadful, but the emeigency 
b imminait/^ 

*' I only told thee of it that thou may^st keep 
thyself on thy guard, for the uproar wiU be dread- 
ful, and there is no knowing on whom the Eng- 
lish may yent their rage— -Ay, and there is an- 
oAer risk-— my page knows the counsels of this 
Charegite,^ said the Templar ; ^^ and, moreover, 
he is a peevish, self-willed fool, whom I would I 
were rid o^ as he thwarts mc by presuming to see 
with his own eyes, not mine. But our holy Order 
gives me power to put a remedy to such inconve- 
nience. Or stay— the Saracen may find a good 
dagger in his cell, and I warrant you he uses it as 
he breaks forth, which will be of a surety so soon 
as the page enters with his food.*" 
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^^ It will give the affair a colour,^ said Con- 
rade ; " aad yet— ^'' 

** Yet and 6«C said tihe Templar, " are words 
for fools — ^wise mea neidier hesitate nor retract — 
they resolve and they execute.^' 
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CHAPTER VII. 

RicHABDy the unsuspdoas object of the dark 
treadiery detailed in the clodng part of the last 
chapter, ha^iBg effected^ for die present at least, 
the triumphant union of the crusading princes, in 
a resolution to prosecute the war with vigour, had 
it next at heart to establidi tranquillity in his own 
family; and now that he could judge more tem- 
perately, to inquire distinctly into the circum- 
stances leading to the loss of his banner, and the 
nature and extent of the connexion betwixt his 
Idnawoman Edith, and the banished adventurer 
from Scotland. 

Accordingly, the Queen and her household 
were startled with a visit from Sir Thomas de 
Vaux, requesting the present attendance of the 

13 
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Lady Calitta of Montgatllard, the Queen^s prin- 
cipal bower-woman, upon King Richard. 

*^ What am I to say, madam f^ said the trem- 
bling attendant to the Queen. ** He will slay us 
aU.'' 

'< Nay, fear not, madam,^ said De Vaux. ** His 
Majesty hath spared the life of the Scottish 
knight, who was the dhlef oflfendielr, and bestowed 
him upon the Moorish physician— 'he will not be 
serisre tipon a lady, though faulty.^ 

'^ Devise some comiing tale, wench,^ nid Be- 
renj^aria* ^ My husband hath too litde time to 
ndie inquiry into the truth.^ 

<( Tell the tale as it really happened,"" said 
Edith, '< lest I tell it far thee.'' 

** With humble permission of her Majesty,** 
said De Vaux, *^ I would say Lady Edith adviaedi 
well ; for aldiough King Richard is pleased to 
believe what it pleases your Grace to tell him, yet 
I doubt his having the same deference for the 
L^y Calista, and in this especial matter.^* 

^ The Lord of Gilsland is right,'' said the 
Lady Calista, much agitated at thoughts of the 
investigation which was to take place ; ^* and, be- 

9 
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•MLcttt if I h«d piMcoMe of miad Mougb to fosgv 
a plaufliUe stovy, beahtew aw if I think I wouU 
have tb« cour^ to toll it."' 

In tins eandid hmnouz^ the iiidy CoUsta was 
conducted by De Vaux to tho King» and niado» 
as she bad proposed, a fuU confession of the dooof 
by which the uafmrtttnate KiU|^t of the Lrnqpeid 
had been induoed to desert his post; esculiMitinc 
the Lady Edith* who, she was «wa9e» wpuld not 
fail to exculpate htfself, and laying the liiU biir<- 
tb«n on the Queen her mistsess, whose shave of 
Ae firolic» she wcU knew, woiuld apfiear the aMst 
venial in the eyes of Cmir de Lien. In tnitb» 
Richard was a fond—almost an uaoiious huabaiid. 
The first burst of his wrath had long since pli««d 
away, and he was not disposed severely to oensuse 
ivhat could not now be am^ded. The wily Lady 
Calista, accustomed from her eirliAst childhood to 
ftthom the intrigues of a Court, and wat^ thein- 
daeatibns of a sovereign's will, hasted back to the 
Queen with the speed of a Upwingt charged with 
tbe JBiing's commands diat she should expect a 
speedy visit finm him ; to which the bower*lady 

VOJ*. IV. I 
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added a eomeiifciffy founded on her own obeer* 
?»l»m, tending to A&w that Bkbafd meant jutl 
to preserve so much sereri^ as m%ht faring hli 
foyol oonsort.to vepentanee of her frolk, and then 
to extend to her, and all eoncemed, his gradous 



<< fiSts the wind in that corner^ wench F* said 
the Queen, mudi reliered bjr this inteUigenoe ; 
^ beliere me, that, great commander as he is, 
Bbdiard will find it haid to drcanrrent us in llna 
nmt^ ; and that, as the Pyrenean shepherds are 
went to say in my native Navarre, many a^one 
comes for wool, and goes bade shom.^* 

Having posseased herself of all the information 
Miich CaKsta could communicate, the royal Be- 
fiengaria arrayed hersdf in her most becoming 
dress, and awaited with confidence the arrival of 
the heme Richard. 

He arrived, and found himself in the situation 
of a prmee entering an offending province, in Ihe 
confidence that his business will only be to inflict 
feboke, and receive submission, when he uneipect^ 
itikf finds it in a state of complete defiimce and in* 
surrection. Berengariawdl knew the power of her 
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dMoniit, «id the extent of Richard's afectioiiy ud 
felt aMMied that Ac oottld make her tesmsgood 
flo 8<Km as'the first tranendous ez{il68i0a of his 
aoBger had wpended itself without misdiief. Fer 
frem listexnng to the King^s intended rebuke^ as 
what the levity of her conduct had justly deser- 
ved, she extenuated, nay defended, as a harmless 
frolic, that which die was accused o£ Sbedcnisd, 
indeed, with many a pretty form of negatum, that 
she had directed Neciabaaus absolutely to entice 
Ae knight fiffther than the brink of the Mount on 
'wUoh he kept watehr— and indeed this was so fir 
true, that she had not designed Sir Kenneth to be 
introduced, into her tent,-«>and then, eloqueait ih 
uiging her own defence, the Queen was far mow 
so in pressing upon Richard the chaige of unkmd- 
ness, in refusing bar so poor a boon as the lifi of 
an unfortunate knaght, who, by her thoughtlesi 
prank, had been brought within the danger of 
martial law. She wept and sobbed while she ei^ 
krged on her husband's obduracy on thia aooii^ 
as a tigour which had threatened to make her uito 
happy &r life, whenever she should reflect that 
Ae had given^iunthinkingly^ the remote eause. fiir 
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inch a tragedy. The vimn of the dauc^HivM 
▼ietim would have haimled her die«iiia*"HMj» for 
aught die knew, rinoe sudi things afba happeur 
iod, hia a^ual apectre nuj^t have atood by her 
waking couch. To all this misery of the miu4 
was she exposed Iiy the severity of one, who» while 
he pretended to dote upon her slightest glatice» 
>ould not forego one act of poor revenge^ though 
the issue waa to render her misexmUe« 

All this flow of fepale eloquence was accompa- 
nied with the usual arguments of tears and sighs, 
•nd uttered with such tone and action^ as seemed 
to show that the Queen^s resentment arose ndtber 
from pride nor sullenness, but from feelings hurt 
at finding her consequence with her husband less 
dian she had expected to possess. 

The good King Richard was considerably enk- 
barrassed. He. tried in vain to reason with one 
whose very jealousy of his affec^on rmdered h&r 
ineapable of listening to argument, nor could he 
Jbring himself to use the restraint of awful autho- 
rity to a creature so beautiful in the midst of her 
unreasonable displeasure. He was, therefore, ren 
duced to the defensive, endeayoured gently to 
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chide her saspidoiu and iM)Olh(B her diqibamnret 
and recalled to her mind that she need not look 
hack upon the past with recollections either of 
remotae or sopematttral ftar, since Sir Kenneth 
waa alive and well, and bad been bestowed by 
him upon the great Arabian physician, who, 
doubtless of all men, knew best how to keep him 
living. But this seemed the onkindest cut of all, 
and the Queen's sonow waa ronewed at the idea 
of a Saracen-f-a medidner-^^-obiainingaboon, for 
which, with bare head and an bsaded knee, she 
had petitbned her husband in vain. At this new 
diarge Bichsrd'a patience began rather to give 
way, and he said in a serious tone of v<nce, *^Be« 
rengaria, the physician saved my life. If it is of 
vafate in your eyes, you will not grudge him a 
higher xecompence than the only one I could pre- 
vail on him to accept.^' 

The Queen was satisfied she had urged her 
CMjoettish displeasure to the verge of safety. 

<< My Baohard,'* she said, << why brought you 
Mi that BBge to me, that Enjj^d'a Queen might 
show hew she esteemed him, who oould save from 
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extmcdbn the lamp of chivalry, the glory of Eng* 
land, and the light of poor Berengaria^s life and 
hopeP'' 

In a word, the matritaonial dispute was ended ; 
but, that some penalty might be paid to justke^ 
both King and Queen accorded in laying the 
whole blame on the agent Neetabanus, who, (the 
Qneen being by this time well weary of hU ho* 
moiir,) was, with his royal consort Genevra, scan 
fenced to be banished from the Court; and4he 
unlucky dwarf only escaped a supplementary whip-' 
ping, -from the Quemi^s assurances that he had al-» 
ready sustained personal chastisement. It was de* 
creed farther, that as an enyoy was shortly to 
be dispatched to Saladin, acquainting him with 
the resolution of the Council to resume hostili. 
ties so soon as the truce was ended, and as Rich^ 
ard proposed to send a valuable present to the 
Soldan, in acknowledgment of the high benefit he 
had derived from the services of El Hakim, the 
two unhappy creatures should be added to it as 
curiosities, which, from their extremely grotesque 
appearance, and the shattered state of thw itt- 
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tdlect) wete gUte thst migbt w^ ptos beHraen 
sovereigii and soveragn. 

Baehaid bad Aat day^ yet anotber female en- 
Gounter to suttiiB ; faul he ad^aiiQed to k mih 
compaKatiTe indifoenoe, for Edith, thoiif^ beai^- 
tifiil, and highly esteemed by her royal reladve-— 
nay, although she had fiom his unjust suspicioiis 
aetnally sustained the iigury of which Bsra^a- 
lia only dibcted to eomidain, still waa neither 
Kichard's wile nor mistrees, andhe feared her r&. 
proaches less, akhough fimnded in reason, than 
those <tf the Queen^ though unjust and fintastioaL 
H^vkig requested to spedk with her apart, he was 
ushered into her apartment, adjdning that of the 
Queen, whose two female Copladi dares remained 
on dieir knees in the most remote comer during 
the interview. A thin black veil extaided its 
ample folds over the tall and graceful person of 
the high-born maiden, and die wore not upon her 
poeson any female omammt of what kind soever. 
She arose and made a low rever«Me when Rich-* 
aid entered, resumed her seat at his command, 
and, wb^i he sat down beside her, waited, with- 
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oul attermg a aylUUei until be should oonmnmU 
cate his pleasure. 

HiAardy whosa evston it was ta be fimitllar 
mak £didi» as Aanr ttlatbnship anthoriied, fch 
tUs Irae^iptioii ehilloig, and opened the oonTersa* 
titm with same embarfassment. 

*< Our fidr cousin,^' he at length said, *' is angry 
widi ns ; and we own that strong cireanistaMes 
have kidsced us, without cause, to suspeet her of 
conduct alien to what we have ever known in her 
canrse of life* But whik we walk in this misty 
valley of humanity, men will mistake shadows for 
■ubstaneea. Cm my Mr cousin not forgive her 
somewhat vehement kinsman, Richard ?^ 

'' Who can refiise finrgiveness to JBtdbril,'' 
answered Edith,. '^ providing Richard can obtain 
pardon of the Kingr 

** Come, my kinswoman,'' sefdied Ccsur 4e 
Lion» *^ this ia all loo solemn. By Our Lady, 
such a mdandmly countaaMmce 1— And due anu 
• pie sable veil might make men think thou wesi a 
new>made widow, or had lost a betrothed leiver, at 
katt. Cheer up— 4hott haat hea«d doubtless that 
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llwM k BO teak oniaefbr WM^why ibm kMp up 
llie farm of mouming?'^ 

** For the departed hmour of Plmilagwict 
for tliegtoiy wlddi bath left my firtk«r*s home.'' 

Rkliaid fiowMd.-^' Departed hottonr ! glery 
which hath left our house F— -he repeated, an- 
grily; ^< bttt my eousin £&h is privileged. I 
have judged her too hastily, she has therefine a 
ri^t to deem of me too hardily. Bultdlmeat 
least IB what I have fiiulted."" 

<' Plantagenet,'' said Edith, <' should have either 
psrdooed an oflbace, or punished it It misbeL 
cooes him to assign free men, Christiatts, and 
farare knights, to the hUen of the infidds. It 
heeomes hkn not to eompromise and barter, or to 
grant fife under the forfidture of liberty. To have 
doomed the unfortunate to death m%ht have been 
severi^, but had a Aow of justiee; to condemn 
hhn to shivery and eiile, was barefaced tyranny.'' 

"^ I see^ my finr cousin;^ said Richard, '* you 
aiw of those pretty ones who think an absent 
lover is equal te none, or to a dead one. Be pa- 
tient ; half a score of light horsemen may yet fol- 
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low aadf redkMm ihe enror, if tliy la^kr hare in kcepi 
ing any secret which might render his death more 
conrenient than his banishmeat.^ 

<* Peace with thy seorril jests !"" answeredEdith, 
colonrii^ deeply—^ Think rather, that, for the 
ittduJ^enoe of thy mood, thoa hast lopped from 
this great enterprise one goodly limb^ deprived 
the Cross of one of its most brsve supporters, and 
placed a serrant of the true Ghid in the hands of 
the heathen ; hast given, too, to minds as suspi- 
cions as thou hast shown thine own in this mat- 
ter, some right to say that Bichard Cosur de 
Lion bainshed the brarest soldier in his camp, 
lest his nam6 in batde might match his own.'' 

** I — I !'^ exclaimed Ridbard, now indeed greats 
ly moved — ^^ am I one to be jealous of renown ? 
-*I would he were here to profess such an eqtta«> 
lity ! I would wave my rank and my crown, and 
meet him, manlSce, in the lists, that it might ap;> 
pear whether Richard Plantagmiet had room to 
fear or to envy the prowess of mortal man. Come^ 
Edith, thou think^st not as thou say'^st Let not 
linger or grief for the absence of thy lover, make 
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thee unjust to thy kinsman, who, notwithstanding 
all thy tetchiness, values thy good report as high 
as that of any one liying."^ 

<* The absence of my lover ?^ said the Lady 
Edith. ^^ But yes«-he may be well termed my 
lover, who hath paid so dear for the title. Un** 
worthy as I might be of such homage, I was to* 
him like a light, leading him forward in the noble 
path of diivalry ; but that I forgot my rank, or 
that he presumed beyond his, is false, were a 
king to speak it.^ 

^* My fttr cousin,^ said Bichard, ^* do not put 
words in my mouth which I have not spoken. I 
said not you had graced this man beyond the fa^ 
voiir which a good knight may earn, even from a 
princess, whatever be his native condition. But, 
by Our Lady, I know something of this love-gear 
— 4t begins with mute respect, and distant reve- 
rence ; but, when opportunities occur, finmiliarity 
increases, and so-*But it skills not talking with 
one who thinks herself wiser than all the world.^ 

^' My kinsman's counsels I willingly listen to, 
when they are such,^ said Edith, <^ as convey no 
insult to my rank and character.^ 
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** Kings, my fair^ counn^ dd not couniel, biit 
rather oommandr sud Richard. 

^^ Soldans do indeed command,"* said Edith, 
*' hot it is because they have slaves to govern.^ 

*' Come^ yott might learn to lay aside this scorn 
of Soldaniie, when you hold so high of a Scot,"^ 
■aid the King. ^^ I hold Saladin to be truer to 
his word than this William of Scotland, who must 
needs be called a Lbn» fiarsooth-^-he hath fodlly 
fiuilted towards me, in failing to send the auxili- 
ary aid he promised. Let me tell thee, Edith, 
thou may^st lire to prefer a true Turk to a false 
Scot** 

" No— »neTer T answered Edith— -^^ not should 
Richard himself embrace the false religian, which 
he crossed the seas to expel firom Palestine."* 

** Thou wilt have the last word,"^ said Richiud, 
^* and thou shalt have it. Even think of me 
what thou wilt, pretty Edith. I shall not f<»get 
that dqr fiuher was my brother.*" 

So saying, he took his leaxe in fair fashion, 

but very little satisfied with the rcsuk of his visit. 

It was the fourth day after Sir Kenneth had been 

dismissed from the camp ; and King Ridiavd sat 
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ia hU pttfiUon, ^Egoyiiig an eTinkig fafMw fiMi 
the west, wbich, with unumial coolnHMi on bar 
wings, seemed breathed fimn meny Eiof^a&d fiw 
the refreshment of her adTentoroiis monardk, as ha 
was gradually recovering the full strength which 
was necessary to carry on his gigantic prqjatts. 
There was no one with him, De Vanx having 
been sent to Ascalon to bring up rdulincements 
and supplks of military munition, and most of 
his other attendants being occupied in diflSefent 
departments, all preparing for the reop^ung of 
hostilities, and for a grand preparatory renew of 
the army of the crusaders, which was to take plaoe 
the next day. The King sat, listening to the 
busy hum among the soldiery, the clatter froii 
the ibiges, where horse^shoes were preparulg, and 
from the tents of the annoutcvs, who were repair- 
ing hamess^-^he Toioeof the soldiers too, as they 
passed and repassed, was hmd and dieerfiil, eac- 
rying wi& its very tone an assurance of h]|^ 
and exdted courage, and an omen of apfvoschili^ 
victory* While Richard*8 ear drank in these 
sounds with delight, and while be yields himself 
i» the vinous of conquest and of glwy which they 



Digitize 



itized by Google 



14C TALES OF THK CKOtADSM* 

•aggeitody an equerry told liim that a nenenger 
from Salidm waited without. 

<^ Ad9iit Urn inttaady,'' said the King, ^' and 
with due honour, Jotelme. ^ 

The English knight accordingly introduoed 
a person, apparently ef no higher rank than a 
Nubian slave, whose appearance was nevertheless 
highly interesting. He was of superb stature and 
nobly formed, and his oomnanding features, al- 
though afanost jet-black, showed nothing of negro 
descent. He wore over his coal-blade locks a 
miHE-white Curban, and over his shoulders a short 
nantle of the same colour, open in front and at 
the sleeves, under which appeared a doublet of 
dressed leopard's skin reaching within • handV 
hKBdA of the knee. The rest of his muacidar 
limbs, both legs and arms, were bare, exceptbg 
that he nad sandals on his foot, and wore a collar 
and bracelets of silver. A straight broadsword^ 
with a handle of boxwood, and a sheath covered 
with snake-skin, was suspended from his waist 
In his right hand he held a short javelin, with a 
lnoad, bright, steel head, of a span in length, and 
in his left he led, by a leash of twisted rilfc and 
gold, a large and noble staghound. 
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The aieneiiger p r ortr a te d himietf) «t tht oune 
time paztially uncoTOEUig his ahouUm^ in mga 
pf.hmniJialioii) and hms^ touched the earth with 
Jus fixrebead, arose so fiur as to rest on one knee, 
while he delivered to the King a silken. napkin, 
esdosing another of doth of gold, within which 
was a letter £rom Saladin in the original Arabic, 
•with a translation into Nonnan«£ngltsh, which 
m«y be modernised thus :-~ 

'' Saladin, Kii« of kings, to Mdec Ric, the 
Lion of England. Whereas, we aro informed bjr 
.thy last message, that thou hast chosen war m- 
jjier than peace, and our enmity rather than our 
/Srieiidship, we account thee as one blinded in this 
matter, and trust shortly to conyince thee of thy 
error, by the help of our invindUe forces of the 
thousand tribes, when Mohammed, the Prophet 
of God, and AUah, the God of the Prophet, shall 
jjiidge the oontroTorsy betwixt us. In what re- 
mains, we make noble, account of thee^ and of the 
gifts which thou hast sent us, and of the two 
dwarfs, angular in their deformity as Ysop, and 
mirthful as th^ late of Isaack. And in requitel 
pf these tokeps fi^oip. the treasure-house of thy 
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bMinty, bdbold we ban wnt thee a Nttbian akve, 
named Zobauk, of whom judge not by his com^ 
plexioii) according to the foolish onesof the earth, 
in respect the dark-rinded fruit haA the most ex- 
quisite flavour. Know that he is strong to ese-. 
cute the will of his master, as Rustan of ZaUes* 
tan ; also he is wise to give eouasel when thou 
ihalt learn to hold oommnnication with him, fer 
the Lord of Speech hath been stricken wiih silence 
betwixt the ivory walls of his palace. We com- 
mend him to thy care, hoping the hour may not 
be distant when he may rendw thee good service. 
And herewith we bid diee farewell ; trusting that 
our most holy Prophet may yet call thee to a 
tight of the truth, failing which illuminatioD, our 
desire is, for the speedy restoration of thy royal 
health, that Allah may judge between thee and 
us in a plain field of battle.^ 

And the missive was sanctioned by the signa- 
ture and seal of the Soldan. 

Richard surveyed the Nubian in silence as he 
stood before him, his looks bent upon the ground, 
his arms folded on his bosom, with the i^>pearance 
of a black marble statue of the most exquisite 

14 
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worlttoanship^ -waitii^ Bfc from the touch of m 
Prometheus. The King of England^ who^ as it 
iras emphatically said of bis suoetssor Henry the 
Eighth, lored toiook upon a mak, vas veil jdea- 
aed with die theves, sinews, and symmetry of 
him whmn he now stmref ed, and quesdoded him 
IB the lingua Franca» '^ Art thou a pagim ?"* 

The sfaiTe shook his'head, aod. laisiDg his fin- 
ger to his Inow, crossed himself in token of his 
GhiistiaBityy then resomed his posture of motioish 
less humility. 

'^ A KubianCfaristian, dodbdess,^ said Richard, 
*< and mutilated of the organ of speech by thede 
heathen dogs r 

The mute again slowly shook his bead^ in tnh 
ken of negative, pointed with his forefinger to 
HaaTes, and then laid it upon hit own lips. 

'' I understand diee/ said Ridiard; << Ihtfu 
dost siifflMr under the mffiction of God, not by the 
eruelty of man. Canst thou dean an arm<^ur and 
bel^ and bacUe it in time of needT' 

The mute nodded, and stepping towarda the 
coat of mail, which hung with the sMeld and hel- 

VOL. IV. K 
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mH of the ehhrabms MoMKdi* upon ihfi piU«r 
of the tent, he handled it with auch nicrly of a^ 
dresff, as sufficioiitly to show that he fiiUy updei^ 
•stood the business of the annour^bearer. 
'* ** Thou .art an mptf aad-vilt doidMiess be w 
^sefol h]iafe<-rthoa shal^t wait ia myehaasher, and 
on my peraon,^ said. the lJBg$ ** to ahow: ham 
«ra<di I Tahie dw g^ of the royal. Sddaii.: If 
4hott hast tto tongue^ it fiDlbws thou osnst csKvy 
ae tales, neither pioToke me to be sijidden by any 
unfit reply." 

The Nubian again prostrated lumaelf till his 
Imniw touched ,the earth, then stood eieet, adtseme 
paces distant, as waiting for his new niilsti«Ai 



^* Nayy thou shali eommaice thy office |a#- 

sently,"* said Bicbard,. <^ fcxr I jiee a spedc of mit 

^darkening on that shield ; and whm I shake it in 

die ftoaof Selsdin, it dlouUl be bright and un- 

ariBed as the Scddan's dwm luHiour^'' . . 

A horn was winded wiihoat,. and presently Sir 
Hemy Neville wfered with a packet ofdispatehes. 
«^<' From Enghnd, my ford,'' he said, as he de- 
lirered it 
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ed Sielfaurdi in a tone of iiib]«DcliDl3r ettlhumm 
^<'.A]m! tbe^ SeOe Ainfc how huA ^Mx S^ 
TOBdEgu hm been bi»M by ekbleM and iKirroifr** 
lUwI^fideiiidii and fimravd eiii6inie&'' Then Qpto- 
4i]^ ifehe di8ptttcii^,.he said, iMMUy^ ''Hal OA 
eomee ^tm no peaoefidloid-'^hejr too hav^e ibm 
fttuk^-^NefiMe, begone*^! nniA pcsnae ^Arte 
fidbigB done, aad at leiawe.*' 

NetiUe withdrew MDoMiqglj,.aBd Bidhaid Wm 
aooB abaoibed in tlie melanchdy details 'winch 
iiad been conveyed h> tdia fron En^lind, -wa- 
^siindig the SflicAens whihh were tearing to ipicebs 
hid natfafedbmiimBis-^Ae diisuinDn of hU hriMheNi, 
J^lm and Qet^ey^ and the (|«arfel$ b£ both Inth 
tihe High Justieiary Long^hanq^^ Bifdic^ of £9^, 
'' ^ ' ^ tqiprassioni piiaeiiaed by the iMMes iip<m 
dK ptinaiitiyv and xebelMcni of the latter againft 
4hek nkters^ #hieh hbd produced evoT^wh^re 
wMunof diaeaord, alid ill aome inatdneca the ef- 
tefiaii oF UboO. - Detaila of inddekitd oiev^ing 
to ]^ ptnde, aad cfefcipitOKy fcotia. hla Mtbotily, 
were intcmisgled #it& tho ettmesl advic<$ of his 
Wiseat and moat attached counsellorsi thai he 
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should presently retum to Englaiuly as his pre- 
sence o^red the only hope of saving the kingv 
dom from all the horrors of ciTJl discord^ of wfaieh 
France and Scotland were Hkely to avail tfaeB»- 
selves. Filled With the most painful anxiety^ 
Richard read, and again read, the fll*oinened let- 
ters, compared the intelligence which some, of 
them contained with the same facts as diffisrently 
stated in others, and soon became- totally insensi>- 
Ide to whatever was passing around him, although 
seated, for the sake of coolness, close to the en* 
trance of his tent, and having the curtains widl- 
drawn, so that he could see and be seen by the 
guards and others who were stationed without. 

Deeper in the shadow of the pavilion, and bu- 
sied with the task his new master had imposed, 
sat the Nubian slave, with his back rathor tuned 
towards the King. He had finished adjusting and 
« cleaning the hauberk and brigandine, and was now 
busily employed on a broad pavesse^ or budElei, 
of unusual size, and covered with steeUplfttiiig, 
which Richard often used in reconnoitering, or 
actually storming fiurtified places, as a more eflbe- 
tual protection agamst missile weapons^ than the 
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nanow txUDgolar thkld used on horaebidc This 
jMHrene bore nddier the royd liens of Englnd, 
nor any other dtvkef to attmet the obaenratioa of 
the de&ndert of the walls against which it waa 
adYAiieed; the csre, therefine, of the a r mo mei 
waa addressed to cansing its snrfiwe to shineiw 
bright as cnrstaly in whidi he eeemed to be peca- 
Uarly snccessftd. Bqrond the Nubian, and scarce 
^Pliable horn witheutt, lay the large dog, whidi 
nnght be teraml his brother slaTC, and whidi, as if 
he ftlt awed by bong transferred to a royal owner, 
was eoucihed close to the side of the mute, with 
head and ears on the gnmnd, and hia limbs and 
tail drawn dose aronnd and under him. ' 

While the Mimarch and his uew attendant 
were thus occupied, anoih«r actor crept upon the 
secne, and mingled among the group of Englidi 
yeomen, about a sa«e of whom, respecting the 
uausoally pensiYe posture and dose occupation 
of thrir sovereign, were, contrary to their wont, 
keeping anient guard in front of his tent Itwas 
not, hower^r, more vigilant than usuaL Some 
w€ve playing at games of hasard with small 
pebbles, others qpoke together in whispers of the 



Digiti; 



zed by Google 



. ^'•5-*^*i&^fJ^^'.3ifi»'iA^ta. -adi ii» T !iiMiiiimi ■! 



140 TALKS OVVHK.CSUfADEftT^ 

•pproaobiDg day of Itatde^ Md seianil lajn wltify 
tbeir bulky Umbi folcM in tUk gmen ^mAm 

Amid dieie cardon wardaii' (^idad the fumf 
tmn of a little oU Tutk^ poorBf dmaid like a 
vanbrnHaa saalov of ibe depntv a iortaC«Bduu 
liaito^ whor somelmiiaf vwtou awi ittte the. eanp:of 
the fituadetSf thoai^ treated alwajni ivilb mm^ 
tawely, and elken with nebace* ladied, the 
hnury a^d pniffigate indalgeaee of the ChiirtiaB 
liaders had ooromneda ttodfej^ eeneovse m iheir 
tents^ of nuneians, ee urte a a n i ^ Jeeub aeaoHiati, 
€ept«^ Torhif : and all the earied! rifiiee of lim 
Baitnrn* natiotts, ao* thatr the caftaa aad tasbaBf 
though toi'diiw both Aom- diet Holjp Lasd aiai 
the preftsBed elgeot of the eapeAiun^ iraaAerer- 
thelesa neiAer an unooounon a^e an ahnriag 
f^htiadieoampofrixeemisadeni. WfaenyhiMr- 
et«er, tbe)li|;tl0 insigntffeantiigaie «iehave:dflamk 
bed approached 60 nighai to veeeiearjBopie iaeca* 
rtiption' fljeni' the wavdeit, he d^Aed hie doahy 
graen tariian from his head» # hoeed tluit his 
beaid aadr ayelmirs were sha^rad like these of a 
l^MiMsed' buAMNi, and that the exp^osaoR of Us 
flnitastie; and wridien featnxes^ {w awft as of Mf 
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cartiniiintiit <** ditf», or w4 iriH icoutge tfaw 
trail oi» be^itrtegtfy till ihov ipin at niivir tip 
^ under sdiodboy's la8lL''--.Tlia0 duMfc«d th^ 
rfdlBift mndm, ati rnrnh dali^bted afc livvitag a 

fty, or aiN^MMUngr litMo^famTiauig a UidTaneit. 
Tkm mmboiit) aa if liinnr to da tbeb plaa* 
me, iHNiAte&firaM Iho evib^ and q^ to^ 
round hdkm them with singolar agiMty, whkli4» 
mhaiE coirtraatad iriA l^b di|^t and Vailed fig^ 
BmiidU/btBaAwi-^iipfmmicBy nade him retemlila ii 
#ithnd leaf tisded rauwl and aaoand U thi- 
]^eaeBre of the winter'^s hreese. His gingfe look (off 
hagijiwiiiad ofiirards from his bald and Bhanen 
kead^ im if aeaoe genie tLpbeld Imn hf it; and j»4 
deed it tBeemed as if sapenaiaral art were teaesii 
eacy to ike eneontMHiof the wild whirling d«ice, 
in whiek eeoee die tiptoe of the performer waa 
i«in io touch tbe .ground. Amid the vageriee 
of UB^erfbraBanoa, ha iew here and there^ fiom 
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r Spot to luiotlier, ctill mpfftoadamgf liowevw^. 
though almost imperceptibly, to the entrance) 
of the royal t^; aothat* when at length he 
sunk exhausted on the earth* after twe dr three . 
bounds still hij^ier than those which he had yet 
executed, he was not abore thirty yMds Seom the 
King*8 person. 

. ** Give him water,^ aaid one yeoman ; <^ libey 
alw^s Grave a drink after their merry-go-rounid.'' 

f^ Aha, water, say^st thou. Long Allen ?^-^ ex<* 
chdmed another archer, in re|^y ; *^ how wouldst 
like sueh beverage thyself, after such a morrioe 
dancingr 

*^ The devil a water-drop he gels here,^ said a 
third. <' We will teach the l^t-fiMited oU in6.. 
del to.be a good Christian, and drink wine of 
Cyprus.'' 

** Ay, ay,'' said a fourth ; ** and in case he b» 
restive, fetch thou Dick Hunter's horn, that h* 
drenehes his mare withal." 

A circle was instantly formed around the pros-^. 
tvale and exhausted devise, and while one 4all 
yeoman raised his fecMe form firom the ground, 
another presented to him a huge flagon of wine* 
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Iqcspftble of ipeedi, the dd num shocdc hw bead, 
and waved away from him with hit hand the U- 
qaor fhrbidden by the Prophet ; bat his tonnent- 
ors were Bot thus to be appeased. 

*«Thehoni,thehonirexclaiinedone* '^Liide 
diftfence between a Turk and a Tu^di horse, 
and we will use him conforming.^ 

'< By Saint George^ you will dioke him r said 
Long Allen ; *^ and, besides, it is a sin to throw 
awqr upon a hjeadien dog as much wine as would 
serve a good Christian for a treble night-cap.'" 

^ Thouknow'st not the nature of these Turks 
and pagans, Long ASen,^ replied Henry Wood- 
stall ; <« I tell thee, man, that thit flagon of 
Cyprus will set his brains a^simning, just in the 
opposite direction that tliey went whirling in the 
dandng, and so faring him, as it were, to himself 
again.<— 4;ihoke ? he will no more dioke on it than 
Ren^B black bitch on the pound of butter.'" 

^' And for grudging it,^ said Tomaltn Black- 
lees, ** why sbonidst thou grudge the poor pay- 
mm-dertl a drop of drink on earth, since thou 
know^st he is not to have a drop to cool the tip of 
bis tongue through a long f^ternity/' 
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'« TbM were fawd Iawb, look ye,"" bM hmg 
Allen, '<0Hly fer beiBg » Tusk, av fab ftlWrW«i» 
before him. Had fae b^ea Chnstmo turned heft- 
then, I grant ye <ike hottest eomei! had been good^ 
wint^ quai^tert for hSn.^ 

^ Hold thy peace, Long Allen,'' said Hensyi 
Woodstall ; '< I tdl thee that tongas of thine ^ia-. 
not the Aerteilt Ihnb abont tliee, aAd lpr€fft^y 
that it inlt bring chee iiri»'disgtax5e miHi Fadmi 
FriUneiEr, as etiee abeitt tbe Uadc^eyed Syfiai^ 
wench.--*Bcyi; hete ooues the honi.^MBe actiwft* 
bit, nmtt, ^It tbm, aad jnst iotve open fats teiAli 
with the haift ef 1^ dudgcen dtfgjgai'"^ '^ 

<' Belil, held— he i0<»nfbniittble,'' saidToiiMi. 
]hi ; << see^ |e», her signs «n die g0hht**f^Y& 
him room, boys. Oop €ey es^ quoth the Bald^ 
man^-^own it goes like hmbs-wod I Nay^ Aa/f 
are true topers when once they be^«*«*7ow-Tiffk 
never coughs in his eup, or stints in his iifuoa* 
faig.'' 

In fiict, iUte derrise, or whatever he was^ drank, 
or at least seemed t0 drink, the h»ge iagsn toe 
the vety bottom sit a single pull ; and #heii ha 
took it from fiiS'Jips, after the whole cGaoikn!t»wew 
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^diftotted, mly qMmcI, wMi a doep tigb, the 
words Allah kerim* or God te maMifU. Them 
INK * laugh MMBg the yei»nai vho wteaiaed Ais 
peitle*de€p potaAkm, so a h otrep etoog, as.te MMe , 
and Asttiifc the King, irho» mkiiig his finger, 
said^ angiilj, << Hoir, Inaves, «o respeel,-to oh« 
servance?''— *^ 

' AH Hiere ateiice hushed into silenoe, wril ae^ 
quainted with the temper of Richard, which, at 
sone times, admitted of mudi military fioailiarity, 
and at ethers exacted the most precise respect, 
alliboQgh the ktter humour was of much more 
rare occurrence. Hastening to a more reverent 
distance from the royal person, they attempted to 
drsg along with them the marabout, who, exhaust- 
ed apparently by previous fatigue, or overpower- 
ed by the potent draught he had just swallowed, 
resisted being moved from the spot, both with 
struggles and groans. 

^^ Leave him still, ye fools,"^ whispered Long 
Allen to his mates; ^^ by Saint Christopher, you. 
will make our Dickon go beside himself, and we 
shall have his da^y^ presently fly at our costards* 
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Leave bim abne, in leu than a minute he wiJl 
sleep like a dormonae.'** 

At the same moment, the Monarch darted an* 
other impatient ghmce to lihe spot, and all retreat- 
ed in haste, leaving the dervise on the ground, 
unable, as it seemed, to stir a single limb or joint 
of his body. In a moment afterward, all was as 
stiU and quiet as it had been before the intru« 
sion. 
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CHAPTER Vni. 

•-i^— And wither*d Murder, 
Alarum'd by his sentinel, the wolf, 
WhM* howrs his watch, thus with his stealthy ptMr 
With Tarquii]*s ravishing strides, towards his design 
Moves iike a ghost. 

MacheHi. 

For the space of s quaorterof aa Iioiir>orloii|^ 
er, after the incident related, A lemamad par- 
fectly qvuet in the fiont of the royal hafaitatioA. 
The King read, and mused in the enteanee of hk 
panli<»i-- behind, and with his back turned to the 
same entrance, the Nubian slave stiU bumiahed 
the ample paresse— in front of all, at uk hundrod 
paces distant, the yeomen of the guard stood, sat, 
or lay extended on the grass, attentive to their 
own sports, but pursuing them in sitaoee, while 
on the esplanade betwixt ihem and the front of 
the tent, lay, scarcely distmguished from a bundk 
of rags, the senseless form of the marabouts 

But the Nubian had the advantage of a mirror^ 

15 
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from the brilliant reflection which the surfiiee of 
the highly poUshed shield now afforded, by means 
of which he beheld, to his alarm and surprise, that 
the marabout raised hb head gently from the 
ground, so as to snrr^ all around him, moving 
widi a well-adjusted precaution, which seemed 
entirely inconsistent with the state of ebriety. He 
couched his bead instantly, as if satisfied he was 
unobserved, began, with the ^ghtest possible ap- 
pearance of voluntary effort, to drag himself, as if 
by dbance, ever. near and neater to the JEisg, but 
amppingyaBdrmaimag fixed At interndsi l&e the 
ipadw, wbich^moving towaeds her olgeet, eolkpsla 
lAto appatetit'lifileaBnefls^ when she thinks she is 
llie aubject of observation. Tbit speeies e£>nieve- 
lamt^qppeared snspiciaiis to the. Ethiopian, who, 
m 'his part,, pr^ated.himsel^ aa quietly aa. pstt- 
slUo) to intei^xe, the instant that inteffotenae 
should seefft to be necessary. . . 

dPhe mai^ftbottt aoeitnwhile gMded on.gsadiirify 
«nd ifilpe^p^tibly) sjarpeat-ltlce^ or lUriJier snail- 
like) 611 he was ah^it ten yards' diatfance fiNta 
Richartfd pSMon^ when, starting, on :fais .feet^ lie 
fsptrng forward with the bouiid of a tiger; stedd at 
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4be King'* bttck io hm dm atiinM^i tad bran- 
duhed akft Uie mgitt^ <ff poniaid^wlibh lie 1^ 
liidikB in Im sleeve. Not the .preMnse oF kk 
wlude 'wmy could heve seved their Jbeiaic M*. 
naBd&r^bit^ >»•>»»> of theNuhiaahedbeM 
ee wdl IdcttlttBd is 4ib^m a£ the mthnsisst, and 
«e the latter eodd Mkey the fomcr osof^t' hk 
oplifteA muk. Tmamg fau fimMeid wmth upon 
lAuit thus unexpectedly interpoeed betKrist lum 
and <hift olgeoty the Ciumgite, .fiir such mm the 
eeeming aaaiebont^ dealt the Nubian aJbhm with 
the dsgg^, whidi, howofeT) only raaed his arm, 
Yihile the fitt superior eIrAngib a£ tfafe Bthiopian 
eanfy dashed him to the ground. Awate ofiiiltat 
had passed, Biehaid had now aiissB, and eidtMttie 
more of surprise, anger, or interest of any kind in 
his cemstenaMO, than anocdinaiy man woidd show 
ki blushing o£F and erashfaig. an intrasiye tiM^p, 
eaugbt up the stool on which he had been sitthig, 
a»& exdaiming only ^' Ha, dog T dashedidmoit to 
pieces the skull o£ the assassin, who uttsred4wjee, 
enee In a loud, and ence in e faoeoken tone, the 
wosda f^ Allah aGUMD^««^od is yietorietas^^and 
expbed at the King's i^t. 
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«' Ye are^tieful waiden,'' said Ridiwd to hia 
tuvhers, in a yme of aeoanifiil reproach, at,^ aroaaed 
by the bustle of what had paawd, m tenor and td- 
Budt they now nuihed into hb tent ;-**^^ watcfafitl 
amtiadt ye are^ to leave me to do such hangoran's 
^work with my own hand.—- Be silent aU of yon, 
and cease your senseless damour! saw ye no- 
ver a dead Turk before ?•— •Here— cast that car- 
rion out of the camp, strike the head from the 
trunk, and stick it on a lance, taking care to tum 
the £Me to Mecca, that he may the eaaier tell the 
.foul impeator, on whose inspiration he came hi- 
ther, how he has sped on his.errand. — ^For thee, 
.my. swart and silent ftiend,"^ he added, turning 
to the Ethiopian — ^ But how's this ? — thou art 
wounded^— and with a poisoned weapon, I wammt 
me, fiw by finrce of stab so weak an animal as tibst 
could scarce hope to do more dian rase the Lioa> 
hide.— Suck the poison from his wound one of you 
—the venom is harmless on the lipS| though fatal 
when it mingles with the blood."" 

The yeomen looked on each othor confusedly 
and with hesitation, the apprehension of so strange 
a danger prevailing with thoae who feared no 
other. 
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<< Hflw^MT, rftr»lit>'^Milliii^ All Kiag, ** «« 
yoa daiilty-Epped, or 4» fom iatr 4eaA, ih«i you 
ilidly Am r 

^ Not the dMkh of • vm^ wd I«o»g AUmi, 
t0w]ipmtheKiiig1wkBd«iliefpok0; «<faiit«e*^ 
funks I would not die Kfee $ ]pmo««d m firtrAe 
«to <rf* a blade chatm tbeioi that k bdi«iit and 
aoU &i a mvrfcnt likt a Marttowaa w.'' 

"« Bis Oxafie apaab to iMn of foddof paiaMir 
muttered another yeoman, ^* as if ha sai^ Go Uh 
sarallpw a goosdhsny T 

«< Nsyr Mid Bidbwd, *' I nam hade ami da 
that wldcli I nould not do anyseie'' 

And, widiOQt farther «sm»any, and in spilaaf 
ihagemHid eqpostalatiQMrftheaa aaewd, and the 
mpeetfiil ^ypposiisofei of the NuUan UHMelC the 
Kmg of England appUad las lips to the wanlid of 
Iha Uaek dave, trealtog i<tb lidiosle all riONm- 
att«iees>andovcrpoirmi^attaesiilaAoa. Ha bad 
no sooner intermitted las di^^alar oooopiNtiatf, 
thta the Nubian startad fiom him» and aaating a 
scarf ov^ his antt, intimatad by gasHiNs, as 6na 
in purpose as they were respectful in manner, his 

WL. IT, L 
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detenninadon not to pennit the Monarcfa to renew 
80 degrading an employment* Long Allen alsa 
interposed, saying, that ifere it necessary to pre^ 
vent the King engaging again in a treatment of this 
kind, his own Ups, tongiie, and teeth^ were at th^ 
venrice of the negro, (as he called the 'Ethkojim,) 
and that he would eat him up bodily, nither than 
King Richard^s month should again approach lam\ 

Ne^e, who entered with 0iher officers, added 
his rem<Mi8trftnces. 

*^ Nay, nay, make not a needless halloo about 
ii hffirt; tSiat the hottnds have lost, or a danger when 
it is over,*" said the. King— ** the wound will be a 
triie,.fbr the blood is scarce drawn — an angry cat 
had d^tt a deeper scratch— and, for me, I have 
'but to take a drachm ct orvietan by way of pre- 
ieaution, though it is needless.'" 

Thtis spoke Aiehard, a little ashamed, perhaps, 
^fais own condescension, though sanctioned both 
by humanity and gratitude. But when Neville 
-continued to make remonstrances on the peril to 
his royal person, the King imposed silence on 
hitn. 

** Peace, I prithee— make no more of it-^I did 
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it but to show these ignonttit pii^dioed khaver 
how they might help each other when those mw^ 
ndlycakiflB oome against iu widLsaibaeanes and 
poisoned shafts-^But,"* he added, '' taka thee tUs 
Nubian to thy quarters, Nerille-^I hare changed 
my nund touching him—^let him be well cared fta 
4»^But, hark in thine eai^-see that he eceapoo thee 
notr'^here is more in him than seems. Let him 
lu»re alllib^rty, so that he leave not the campk-«* 
And you, ye bee£^l^yoaiing, wine^swiUingEnglish 
mastiffi, get ye to your guard again, and be sure 
you keep it more warily. Thmk not you are now 
in your own land of fiur play, where men speak 
befine th^^ strike, and shake hande ere th^.cui 
throats. Danger in our land walks openly, and 
with his blade drawn, and defies the toe whom he 
means to assault. But here he challenges you with 
a alk'^gfeTe instead o£ a steeLganntlet, euta your 
throat with the feather of a tmrtle^Te, istabs you 
with the tongue of a priest^s brooch, or ihrottles 
you with the lace of my lady^s boddice. Go to~- 
keep your eyes open and your mouths shut^- 
drink less and look sharper about you ; or I will 
j>lace your huge stomachs on such allowance^ as 
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vwld path die stomeb of a pirtknt Scofteh- 



TItt ywNdn, ahubsd and mtrtifiecly wkMrew 
la tfasir poil, flSid Nerille wat b^giiiai^ 
aivata indi Us aastar upon dw risk of pasiiiig 
arer dios aliglidy their nei^ifenea upen thaiv 
dhftf » and the pvopiialy of an example in a case 
sa i^eeufiarly i^ggraraled as the penaitiiBd a per* 
sen so ansplctstHi as the msrabout td i^iipreach 
iHthk dagger's length of Us person, when Biab- 
ard iatermpted him with, *^ Speak net of it, No* 
fflle'xwaald^ then have me areage apettjT risk 
tm my own pstson more severely diaa the loss of 
Baghnd'ilBanmar? Ithasbaenslolen^-stQknhf 
a lluef, or deKfarsd 19 by a trailort and no bleod 
has basB shed finr it^My aMo friend, thon art 
an expoundsr of mysteries, saith the ilhutnous 
SaUan^^now woidd Igive thee dune own we%^ 
in geU, ]( by raisMg one etiH klaeher than thyr 
aeM; er what other mesas thott wak, then eoiddst 
ehow me die dtfef who did mine honour that 
wwngL What sqr'st thou ? ha r 

llie mme seemed deoooos 10 ifi^ak, but atter* 
ad only that imper&etsomrilptoperto.his melsn 
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etoly conditaoa, Ato folded hh anos/kxAed en 
the Xiag wilh an eye of mftelligenoe, aBd ilodded 
in aiisirer to his Ration. 

«« How r said Richard, with joyful impi^enGetf 
"* Wik thou undertake to make ^scovery in tfaii 
matter 

The HxMmdttvt repeMed the aame notioii. 

^ But how fihaH we undentaifd each other P 
said the KiBg.*^'^ Gaaat thou write» good M^ 
lowr 

The sbive t^ain nodded in aaacnt. 

« ISiY^ Um WrtAig.tooIa,'' said the King. 
*^ They if«ra readier in my father's tent thaa 
oBne--b0t the/ he soAewhere about, if this 
ioordi»g idimete hate not dried up the ink. 
Why, this &likm ia a jewel^*Hk Mack dtamondi 
Ne^ilfe.'' 

" So please you, my liege," aaid Neville, ♦* if 
I mif^t speak my poor mind, it were ill dealing 
in this Ware. The man must be a wizard, and 
wizards deal with the Enemy, who hath most lA- 
terest te sow tares among the wheat, and bring 
ditemsion itito our councils, and-~-^ 

'' Peace, NeviOe,'' said Bkhafd. <' Hollo t|i 
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fowr northern hound when he h close on thi^ 
haunch of the deer, and hope to caU him, but 
seek not to stop Plantagenet when be hath hope 
to retrieve his honour.'' 

The ^lave, who, during this discussion bad 
been writing, in which art he seemed skilful, ndw^ 
arose, and pressing what he had written to his 
brow, prostrated himself as usual, ere he deliVer- 
ed it into the Eing^s hands. The scroll was in 
French, although their intercourse had hitherto 
been conducted by Richard in the lingua Franca. . 

^^ To Richard, the conquering and invindble 
King of England, this from the humblest of hii^ 
slaves. Mysteries are the sealed caskets oi Hea- 
ven, but wisdom may devise means to open the 
lock. Were your slave stationed where the lead* 
ers of the host were made to pass before him in 
order, doubt nothing, that if he who did the injury 
whereof my King complains shall be among the 
nutober, he may be made manifest in his iniquity, 
though it be hidden under seven veils.'' 
:. " Now, by Saint George !" said King Richard^ 
" thou hast spoken most opportunely.— Neville, 
thou know^'st, that when we muster bur troc^s'to* 
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•morrov, the firiiioeB have agreed, that to esqpuit^ 
die afiront offered to England in the theft of her 
Banner, die leaders should pass oar new standard 
as it floaU on Sunt Geeige's Mount, and sdule 
it with formal regard. BdteTe me, the secret tiaip 
^r will not dare to absent himself from an ez^uri' 
gation so solemn, lest his very absence shouU he 
matter of susgidon-^There will ye place our sable 
man of counsel, and, if his art can detect the vilr 
lain, leave me to deal with.him.'' 

'< My liege,"* said Neville, with the ftankttess 
43S an EngUeli baron, *^ beware whiett work you be- 
gin. Here is the concord of our holy league ua- 
43xpectedly r^iewcd-^will you, upon such 'suspi- 
ibions as a negro slave can instil, tear opeawdiuids 
so lately clo8ed--or will you use the solemn pro- 
^eeisi<m, adopted for the reparationofyoiir honour, 
and establishment of unanimity amongst the dii- 
oodting princes, as the means of again finding out 
new cause of offisnce, or reviving ancient quarrels ? 
It were scarce too strong to say, this were a breach 
of the declaration your Grade made to the assem- 
bled .Council of die Crusade.'' 

'^ Neville^'' said the King, sternly interruptii^ 
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lin* ^* tl^ lid mdkei thee pKcmniipiiio^ 
iiuliiftiefly* N^cr did I pcomn to ■hmin fiMt 
likfaig wlurterer mem wete moet pranuaiiqj to 
daoinrer thtf infinoiis mlhdrof (be attidcon mjr 
Immm. JBKtlkadd(»ieflo,IiroiddlMnrere»oiinh 
oed^mgr kiogdom-^my life. All my dofdi»tioni 
"wete under due neoemry and thmixOe yi>Kfie>- 
tHMi;-'**«iiIy9 jf Auftlm had slq^pedforthmidoir»* 
^- the ii^vaj like s maO) I ptofered, forikt laha 
of Cfazisteiidom, to haiw foxgiten him.'^ 

^ Bst^'' contiiiiiedihe bareB» anxiearfy^ ^ irfaat 
hope that dna jan(iiBg alave of Saladin ^lUl IM 
palter wUh jour Grace P"" 

'' F^aoe, Nevitte^^ said the Kiag; '' tbo« 
tfamk'et thyeelf mighty wiee, aad art but a fool. 
Mind thou my chaige toaching thiefelbir<-4beie 
ii more in him than thy Weetmoidand wit eas 
frtbeaa.-'-Aiid thoiiy ewsrt and eiienty prepare to 
perform the feat diou hast promieed» aiid> fay the 
word of a King^ thoa ihalt dieoee tUne own re- 
compenee^i^Loy he writee agaia^"^ 

The mute aeeordiiq^y wrote and delfrered to 
the King, with the tame form as befoee^ aiietheir 
dip eC paperi conuimng these woid8*«^<' The will 
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of the KiBg b the Uir to hit ilM^e-HMr dolh it 
btooBie hfalilo iik gMvdkm for dbdwge tf hb 
devoir.** 

<< <aumb» toad devoir T eald the King, hitcr. 
rupiiBg faistailf aft he reed^ and flpeddng te Ne- 
tilliatfa6Ei«lMh tongue irith iwie empheaie 
onihe MRb^*^^ ThOM Etiltm people wil profit 
hy the enuwdt ithey se neqiuriBg die kn- 
guage of chivaky— ^And aeef NeviHe, hov dig- 
oompoMd that Alfew loofca^iiieie it not for hb 
oobur he weidd Uudb. I ahonU not think k 
itrange if he uadeiitood what 1 MX-— they a» 
perOotto lingoista*" 

^ The poor abve cannet eadare yonr 6raoe% 
oye^^ oaid NofiUos <« b u notUng mera^** 

^ Wdlf hat>*'ccwlimMd the Jjng»otrfking tkfe 
pqpar irilh hb ibger» aa he pfoceaded, ^ ihb 
bold aeaatt proeeeda to 8ay9 that our trarty nmte 
tt ehaqsed with a ateottge fipoon Sabda lo Ae 
Lady Stfdi Plaatagenety and etavoa means and 
opportunity to ddiferit« What tfainklit then of 
a loqueat ao atMaat-4ia, Ne^itte?'* 

«« I icannot 0ay>** «aid NenUe^ << how auchfiee- 
dom may lelbh with yomr Gvaoo, but the bate of 



Digiti; 



zed by Google 



170 TALES OF THJE CRUSADEUS. 

the inesBeiiger*s neck would be a uhort eue» who 
lihould cany such a veqaett to the Soldan on the 
part of your Grace.*** 

u jfny^ I thank Heaven that I covet noii6 of 
his sun-bomt beauties,'' fidd.Bichaid; *< and&r 
^punigfabg this fisUow for disehai^png his master's 
cnasid, and that when he has jitst paved my life 
^^-methinks it were something too summary.. I'M 
tdl thee, NevtHe, a secret— *fi)r^ sldidogh our 
«dble and mute minister be present^ he cannot, 
Jthon know'st, tdl it over again, evai if he shouU 
dianee.to understand us-*«-I tell thee, tbatf ibr 
this fortnight past, I have been under a ateange 
45pelV ftnd I would I were disendianted. There 
has no sooner any one done me good service, but 
lo you, he canods his interest in me by some dseep 
injury ; and, on tl» other hand> he who hath de- 
served death at my hands for some treachery or 
«k)me. insult, is sure to be the very person, of all 
^hers, who confers upon me some ob%atioil that 
overbalances his demerits, and renders respite of 
his sentence a ddbt due from my honour. Thus, 
4hou see'st, I am derived of the best part of my 
royal fiuu^tion, since I can neither punish mennor 
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Teirard them. UntH tile nflaenct of this disquali* 
lying plraet be pasted away^ I will aaynotliiHg 
coneernbg die request of tbis our sable attendMi^ 
save that it is an uxnuaally bold one, and thit 
bis best chance of finding gmee in omr eyes will 
he, to endeavour to make the dfisobvery iHneb he 
ptoposes to achieve in omr behalf* - Meanwhile^ 
Neville, do thon look well to bia, and let Mm be 
faononraUy eared ibr.«-<%And haric diee once more/- 
he said, in a low whisper, ? aiek out yoader. how 
mit of EngaddB, and bring< faiin to me fisrthwith, 
be he^saint or savage^ madman or sane. Let aw 
see himlprivatdy.^ 

Neville rstirad ftom the royal tent, aigmng to 
the Nubian to feUowhim, and nnidi su t p sised at 
what he had seen and.heaid, and especially at the 
unusual demeanour of the King. In general, no 
tilde was so easy as to discover Richard^s immedi* 
ate course of sentiment and feeling, though it 
might, in some cases, be difficdt to calculate its 
duration; for no weathercock obeyed the chan* 
-ging wind more readily, than the King his.gusta 
of passion. But, on the present occasion, Im 
manner seemed unusually constnined anfl my8te*> 
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nmaBf nor wm il tmf to gMW wlieUMr difpln^ 
larHndniM p i wtaBin i te d in hit condnct to* 
hb Mfv dflpendaatt «r m the looks widi 
wUd^ftom tine to time, ]ien0Hdod fain* The 
leec^ iornee wUdi the King hod lendHod to 
oeuiitemet the bed efiwis of die NnlMB'e wondy 
udfAnk fffflw tif Irelenff dif fJPTirftffirii r i i o ftiff i t i i l on 
him hf the dsre, whea he intceeepted the faloir 
of the ■Hiidn; hrt it e eema d ae o mmJi faiyr 
MoemU lemiseed to be enoBged betneen themf 
diet dm IfoMBtdi wae dmoMA wheAcr the 
eMkmeBt might loom Urn, «p» the iihole» 
ddbtor or cieditor, end diet, d i ew ii ie, be mrn^ 



mig^euitwi d nitherchewctm, AefcrthoNahli. 
en, fagr vhetefor meens Im bed eeqnied the ert of 
evitbg the Enxepeen hmgoi^ges, the bemii n^ 
meined cenrmoed that die Eng^ toiq;iie wae at 
leaet nnknowm to bhn, aino^ having watdMd Hm 
doeefy daring the hut pert of the imUrnew, he 
ooBosifod it impoMiUe for any one trndeietandhv 
a conTonation, of wUeh he waa himeeV die Mb- 
jeetytehavoaooompletdyavDidadthe appeamnce 
of^akuighitflKatuiit. 
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CHAPTER IX* 



Mjr le*rned fibysiciaii and a friend. 

Sim EtrfTACC GmcT. 



Omt Mmlvro ramgwiMi to • period 
fpcenoQt to 4be incitets last 



of die LeofNurdt betfeowed upon Ae Anfain flqiu 
WMB bjr Kng Bielunrd, itditr at s dir* than in 
Mjr «tlMr oipoeity, mMoikdfrani ^cmp^f 
4fae eruMdtm, in whiMM nodn ho IuhI io «Am 
Mlvillin^dittiiigaidMdliiii^ HtfolkiMd 
ifa w«7 maitor, Ibr to ho mnit M« iemi liie il»- 
kiBH to Ae Mamrih iMta iriddi OiiiyaMd bb 
tinue «iid Ms {NMparty, widillitatapifitdftaKiifi 
rfopo, irfio, fifflw ftom tha awawpit of a pagrfpinf t 
«nd etcaping unexpectedly with life, is jiiat able 
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to drag himsdf from the &t«l 9pot, but without 
the power of estimating the extent of the damage 
which he has sustained. Arrived at the tent, he 
threw himself, without speech of any kind, upon 
a couch of dressed buffaloes hide, which was' 
pointed out to him by his conductor, and hiding 
his face betwixt his hands, groan^ heavily, as if 
his heart was on the pmnt of bursting. The phy- 
sician heard him, as he was giving orders to his 
num/eroua domeslics to prepare for their depar- 
ture the next morning before day-break, and> 
moved with compassimi, intemipfed bis oecupa- 
tfen to sit down, crosst^gged,. by the side cf Im 
conchy and adminial^ comiiHrt aoooidipg Uit ibe 
Oriental manner. i 

^ My finoid,'' he satd, '' beof good ooibfoi^^ 
for what sayedi the poet^it is better that a B^am 
should bo die servant of. a kind mastar^ than th^ 
alave of his own wild pasdons. Again, be of good 
courage, because^ whereais Ysouf Ben .Yagpub^ 
was sold to a King by his farethrra, even to Phar 
faoh King of Egypt, thy King hath, oh th^ oth^ 
-littid) bc»Btowed thee on one who will be to thee u 
nWothex'^ 
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Sir Kenneth made an eflbrt Ito thank the Ha« 
kim, but his heart was too foil, and the indiatfaiot 
sonncb which accompanied his abortive attempts 
to reply, induced the kind physician to desist ftom 
his premature endeavours at oonsoladon* He left 
his new domestic, or guest, in quiet, to indulge 
his sorrows, and having ecmmanded all theneces* 
saiy preparations for iimt departure on ^ mom^ 
ing, sat down upon the carpet of die^tait, and in- 
dulged himself in a moderate repast AAer he 
had thus refreshed himaelf, nmilar viands were 
offered to the Scottish Knight; but timigh the 
slaves let him tmdtrsisuid that die next day 
would be fiv advanced eie they would halt fi>r the 
purpose of refiedunent, Sir Kenneth could not 
pveroome the disgust whidi he felt against swaU 
lowing any nourishment, and could be prevailed 
upon to tfBte nothing, saving a draught of cold 
water. ^ 

He wlui awake, long after his Arab host had per« 
formed hfo usaid devotions, and betaken himself te 
his repose, nor had sleep visited him at the hour 
of midnight, when a movement took place among 

10 
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Om &iteeiliei» wliidi^ Ihmit^ attended with no 
fpeedit nd Tary Hiide noiie, wmie Urn ltv«e 
dwjr ware loidmg Hie oimdbi and ^iq^aruig fer 
diifniiiini. In At ooiifM of thoie pvepafitioiifl, 
iha kit poBMB who was dktittfaody eKoeptbg Ae 
phjiUaa hinarif, was the Km^ of ^ootlattd, 
wbofli, about tkras in the motBiiig, a aort of ma* 
jov4omo, or BMite of die haaaehoU, aoqiuaatid 
Aat he most arisei He did aa, widumt fivther 
answer^ and followed Urn lato tike ndovlBf^ 
where seeed Ae camels, most of wUeh were al- 
seady kdbd, and om mdy fonaiiied knceliiig 
oatil its burthen shoidd be eon^leled. 

AltAeiqMrt fim die cameb stood a nnirinr 
of homes ready briAsd and saddled, and the 
SUdm himself oomiiig^ forth, moonted on one of 
ihem wttfa as nnich agility as the grare dcseanmi 
of his chsiacter permitted, and direeted anodier^ 
wUdi he pointed out, to be led towards Sir Ksat^ 
nedi* An English officer was in attendance^ to 
esoort them through die eamp of the ifmsadevi, 
and to ensnre dieir kavmg it in «sfety» and all 
was tetAf for thm departme The pairflion 
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wbicli Aey had kfk, was, in die memwlrifo^irfirtidb 
wiA nugular dispatch, and Ae tent-j^es aiM^ 
corerings composed the bvilrtheii of ihe last cantef 
— when the physician, pimioimciiig soleumly dur 
Yerse of the Koran, ** God be our gmdd, and 
Mahommed om protector in the deseH as in Aie 
watered field,"* the whole csTalcade wa» iostandy 
ih motion. - 

In traversing the camp, they were challenged 
by die various sentinels who mahitsuied gnaifd 
there, and iuffisred to proceed in silence, or with 
Bf nmttered cnise upeft their prophet, as diej^ ptos- 
ed the post of some more zealous crusader. At* 
length, the last barriers were left behind diem, 
and the party formed themsdves for the matth 
with military preeaudon. Two or three horse- 
men advanced in frcmt as a vanguard ; one or two 
remained a bow^shot in the rear; and, wherever 
die ground admitted, others were detached to 
keep an outlook on the flanks. In this manner 
they proceeded onward, while ^r Kennetfa,looh- 
ing back on the moonlight camp, might now'indeed 
seem banidied, deprived at once of honour and ef 

VOL. IV. M 
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liberty, firom the gliminering bamiers imder widch 
he had hoped to gain additioiial renown, and the 
tented dwellinga of duyaby,* of Christianity, and 
«-of Edith Plantagenet 
f The Hakim, who rode by. his side, observed, 
in his Qsnai tone of sententious consolation — ** It 
is unwise to look back when the journey hcth for- 
ward;^ and as he spoke, the horse of the knight 
made such a perilous stumble, as threatened to add 
a practical moral to the tale, 
r The knight was compelled by this hint to gire 
more attention to the management of his steed, 
which more than once required the assistance and 
support of the check-bridle, although, in other 
respects, nothing oould be more easy at once, and 
active, than the ambling pace at which the ani- 
mal (which was a mare) proceeded. 
'. ** The ctaiditions of that horse,^ observed the 
sententious physician, ^* are like those of human 
fortune; seeing that amidst his most swift and easy 
pace, the rider must guard himself .agamst a fall, 
and that it is when prosperity is at the highest, 
that our prudence should be awake and vigilant, 
to prevent misfortune."" 
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The oTerloaded appetite loathe even the honey, 
oomb, and it is scarce a wonder that the knight, 
mortified . and harassed with misfcfrtunes and 
abasement, became something impatient of hear- 
ing his misery made, at every turn, the ground of 
proverbs axid apothegms, however just and appo- 
site. 

, *^ Metbinks,"* he said, rather, peevishly, « I 
wanted no additional illustration of the instabili- 
ty of fortune— though I would thank thee. Sir 
Hakim, for thy choice of a steed for me, would 
the jade but stumble so eflfectually as at once to 
break my neck and her own.'' 

" My brother,'' answered the Arab sage, with 
imperturbable gravity, <* thou speakest as one of 
the foolish. Thou say'st in thy heart, that the 
sage should have given one as his guest, the 
younger and better horse, and reserved the old 
one for himself; but know, that the defects of the 
older steed may be compensated by the energies of 
the young rider, whereas the violence of the young 
horse requires to be moderated by the cold tern- 
per of the older." 
' So spoke the sage ; but neither to this obser- 
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^fttiotL did ^ Kennetih reUum any ant wer which 
oould lead to a. oontinttaiioe of thdr ooDvena- 
don, and the phyndaa, wearied» perhaps, of ad- 
mkaateriiig comfiyrt to one who would not be 
Qomfinrtedy signed to one of hia retinae. 

^' Hassan,^ he said, ** hast thou nothing where- 
with to^beguile the way ?** 

Hassan, story-teller and poet by proCession, 
ipurred up, upon this summons, to ezerdse hit 
cal]ing*-*-<^^ LcHfd of the palace of life,^ he said» 
addressing the phyocaan, ^^ thou, befiire whom 
the angel Asrael spreadeth hu wings for flight-— 
thou, wiser than Solimauaben Daoud, upon whose 
signet was inscribed the bbal kakx which con- 
trols the spirits of the element6--forbid it. Hea- 
ven, that while tibou travellest upon the track of 
benevolence, bearing healing and hope wherever 
thou comest, thine own course should be sadden-* 
ed tot lack of the tale and of the song. Behold^ 
while thy servant is at thy side, be will pour forth, 
the treasures of his memory, as the fountain send- 
eth her stream beside the pathway, for the refresh*, 
ment of him that walketh thereon.^ 

After this exordium, Hassan uplifted his voice. 
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and began a tale of love and magic, intermixed 
with feats of irarlike achieyement, and orname&t* 
ed with abundant quotations firom the Persian 
poets, with whose compositions the orator seemed 
familiar. The retinue of the physician, such ex- 
cepted as were necessarily detained in attendance 
on the camels, thronged up to the narrator, and 
pressed as dose as deference for their master per* 
mitted, to enjoy the dfSght which the inhabi- 
tants of the East have ever derived fhxn this spe* 
eies of exhiHtion. 

At another time, notwithstanding his imperfect 
knowledge of the language. Sir Kenneth might 
hare been interested in the recitation, which, 
though dictated by a more extravagant imagina- 
tion, and expressed in more inflated and metapho- 
licsl language, bore yet a strong resemblance to 
the ronumces of diivalry^ then so fashbnaUe in 
Europe. But as matters stood with him, he 
was scarcdy even sensible that a man in the om- 
tre of the eavalcade veeiAed and sung, in a low 
tone, for nearly two hours, modulating his voice 
to the various moods of passion introduced into 
the tale, and receiving, in return, now low mur- 
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imirs of applause, now muttered expregsious of 
wonder, now sighs and' tears, and sometimes, 
what it was far more difficult to extract from such 
an audience, a tribute of smiles, and even laugh- 
ter. 

During the recitation, the attention of the exile, 
however abstracted by his own deep sorrow, was 
occasionally awakened by the deep wail of a dog,' 
secured in a wicker inclose suspended on one 
of the camels, which, as an experienced woods- 
man, he had no hesitation in recognismg to be 
that of his own faithfiil hound ; and from the 
plaintive tone of the animal, he had no doubt that 
he was sensible of his master^s vicinity, and in his 
way invoking his assistance for liberty and re^ 
scue. 

^' Alas f poor Roswal,^ he said, ^^ thou calleit 
for aid and sympathy, upon one in stricter bond« 
age than thou thyself art. I will not seem to 
heed thee, or return thy afiection, since it would 
serve but to load our parting with yet more bitter- 
ness." 

Thus passed the hours of night, and the space* 
of dim hazy dawn, which forms tibe twilight of a 



Digiti; 



zed by Google 



TALKS OF THS CRUSADBRS. 183 

Syrian morniiig. Bui when the very first line of 
the sun^s disk began to rise abore the level hori- 
son, and when the very first level ray shot glim- 
mering in dew along the surface of the desert, 
which the travellers had now attained, thesono- 
rous voice of £1 Hakim himself overpowered and 
cut short the narradve of the tale-tdler, while he 
caused to resound along the sands the solemn 
summons, which the mueaosins thunder at morn- 
ing from the minaret of every mosque. 

' ** To prayer— to prayer ! Grod is the one God. 
—To prayer — ^to prayer ! Mahommed is the pro- 
phet of Grod. — ^To prayer— to prayer ! Time is 
flying firom you.— To prayer — ^to prayer ! Judg- 
ment is drawing nigh to you.^ 

In an instant each Moslem cast himself from 
his horse, turned his face towardaMecca, and per- 
formed with sand an imitation of those ablutionff, 
which were elsewhere required to be made with 
water,' whUe each individual, in brief but fervent 
ejaculations, recommended himself to the care, 
and his sins to the forgiveness, of God and th^ 
prophet* 

Even Sir Kenneth, whose reason at once and 
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prejodkep w^^ oSmdsA by «eebg hU coiopvaioot 
m tb*t which he coiisid^d as ai^ act of idolatry, 
^uld not h^lp respectiDg the sincerity of their nu^h 
gpaided zeal, and being stimulated by th^.feryour 
^o apply supplications to Heaven in a purer form» 
Wpn^eringy mi^anwhiley what new-bom feelings 
ppuld teach him to accompany in prayer, thoii^h 
ffith varied invocatbn, those very Saracens, whose 
hei^tbenish irors^ he ha4 conceived a qime dis- 
honourable tQ the land in whidi high mrsfAm 
|ia4 b(Be^ wrought, and where the di^-st^ of re- 
.^ei)iq^p had arisen. 

The act of devotion, howev^, though repdexed 
in ^ch strange society, burs^ purely from his nar 
tural feelings of religious duty, and had its ^sual 
effect in composing the spirits, which had been 
Ipng harassed by sp rapid a suceession of calami- 
ties* The sincere and earnest approach of the 
fChristian tp ^I^ throne of the Almighty, teacbe^ 
the b^st lesson of patience ^w4er afflictbi^ ; si^ 
wherefore should ire i^ock the Deity with suppli- 
cations, whep If e in^ul^ him by punxiuring |U|der 
his decrees ?— or how, while our prayers have in 
f very word admitted th^ vanity and nothingiiess 
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of tlM thupgf €i time in compciiiwi to tboM of 
emni^, should we hope to deceive th^ Seiseher 
of If esrte, by peimittiBg the world end w4Nrldly 
PMbUw to reespuiae jdieir turbokoit empire o^rer 
^tr bqeopief t^e iostant when our devptioiiB eie 
ended? Tb^e fatre been, rad perhaps ate new, 
pmons 00 iiiooflaisteat, as to suffisr earthly passion 
to reastfume the leins ev^^ immediately after a 
solemn address to Heaven ; but Sir Kenneth waf 
aet €i tbese. He fblt himself comforted and 
strengtheifted, and better prepared to execute or 
seJ^mit to whatever his destiny might call upo9 
him to do or to sufiPer, 

Meanwhile the party of Saracens regained 
their saddles, and contbued their route, imd the 
tale^tell^, Hassan, resumed the tluread of hip 
narrative ; but it was no loi^;er to the same at- 
tentive audience. A horseman, who had ascend- 
ed some high ground oa the right hand of the 
.little oolunm, had retomed on a speedy gallop to 
£1 HaMm, and communicated with him* Four or 
five more csavaUers had then been dispatched) and 
the littk band, which might crasist of about twen- 
ty or thirty persons, began to follow them with 
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their eyes, as men from whose gestures, and ad- 
vance or retreat, they were to augur good or ev3. 
Hassan, finding his audience inattentive, or being 
himsdf attracted by the dubious appearances on 
the flank, stinted in his song ; and the march b^ 
came silent, save when a camel-driver called out to 
his patient charge, or some anxious follower of the 
Hakim communicated with his next neighbour in 
a hurried and low whisper. - ^ • ^ 

This suspense continued until they had round- 
ed a ridge, composed of hillocks <^ sand, which 
concealed from their main body the object that 
had created this alarm among their scouts. - Sir 
Kenneth could now see, at the distance of a mile or 
more, a dark object moving rapidly on the bosom 
of the desert, whicli his experienced eye recogni- 
zed for a party of cavalry, much superior to their 
own in numbers, and, from the thick and frequent 
flashes which flung back the level beams of the 
risbg sun, it was plain that these were Europeans 
in their complete panoply. • ^ - - 

The anxious looks which the horsemen of EI 
Hakim now cast upon their leader, seemed to in- 
dicate deep apprehension ; while he, with gravity 
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as undisturbed as when he called his foUowen to 
prayer, detached two of his best mounted cava- 
liers, with instructions to approach as closely as 
prudence permitted to these travellers of the do^ 
sert, and observe more mmutely .their numbets, 
thdff character, and, if possible, their purpose. 
The approach of danger, or what was feared as 
siich, was like a stimulating draught to one in 
apathy, and recalled Sir Kenneth to himsdf and 
his situation. . . 

'^ What-fear you from these Christian horse- 
men, for such they seem. ?^ he said to the Hakim« 

<^ Fear T said lEl Hakim, repeating the word 
disdainftdly— '^ The sage fears nothing but Hea- 
ven — ^but.ever expects from wicked men the' worst 
which they- can do.^ .. 

^' They are Christians,^ said Sir Kenneth, 
** and it is the time of truoe«-»why should you 
fear a breach of &ith?'' 

f* They are the priestly soldiers of the Tem- 
ple,^^ answered El Hakim, ^' whose vow limits 
them to know neither truce nor faith with the 
worshippers of Islam. May the prophet Uight 
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Aeiii, both root, farandi^ and twig i— Thm peace is 
wftr^ndthcir faith is falsehood. Other invadersof 
Poleatiiie ha^e their times and moods of conrtesjr* 
The lion Ricshord will spate when he has conquer- 
ed— ^the eagk Philip wiU dose his whag when he 
hoa stricken a prey— -even the Austrian bear wiU 
sleep when he is gorged; but this hotde of er^r* 
hungry wolves know neither pause nor satiety in 
their rapme.-— See^st thou not that they ore de- 
taching a party firom their main body, and that 
they take an eastern direction f Yon are their 
pages and sqiures» whom they train up in Htmr 
accursed mysteries, and whom, as lighter mounted, 
thqr send to cut us off fiom our watering-place. 
But they will be disappointed. / know the war 
of the desert yet better than they.^ 

He spoke a few words to his principal officer, 
and his whole demeanour and countoiance was 
at once changed from the scdemn repose of an 
Eastern sage, accustomed more to contemplatbn 
dian to action, into tiie prompt and proud expres- 
sion of a gallant soldier, whose energies ore rou- 
sed by the near approach of adanger, which he at 
once foresees and despises. 
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To Sir Kennedies eye« the appvoadiiiig critit 
had a different aiqpect, and when Adonbedc said 
to him^ ^ Then mnst tanry dose by my ttde,"^ he 
answered solemnly in the negative. 

*< Yonder,"^ he said, *' are my comrades in anna 
--^e men in whose society I hare vowed to fight 
or faU^-*-on their banner gleams the sign of our 
most blessed redemption— -I cannot fly from the 
Cross in company with the Crescent.^ 

'' Eool r said the Haldm ; << their first action 
would be to do thee to death, were it only to con- 
ceal thdr bieach of the truce.^ 

*^ Of that I must take my chance,"^ replied Sir 
Kenneth ; ^' but I wear not the bonds of the in- 
fidels an instant longer than I can east them from 
me."* 

^* Then will I compel thee to follow me,"^ said 
£a Hakim. 

^ Compel !^ answered Sir Kenneth, angrily. 
^ Wert thou not my benefactor, or one who has 
showed, will to be such, and were it not that it 
is to thy congdence I owe the freedom of these 
hands, wfaiah thon might^st have loaded with fot« 
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tevBf I would show thee that, unarmed as I am, 

compulsion would be no easy tadc'^ 

. ** Enough, enough/' replied the Arabiatt phy* 

sidan, *^ we lose time even when it is becommg 

precious.'" 

So saying, he threw his arm aloft, and uttered 
a loud and shrill cry, as a signal to those of his 
retinue, who instantly dispersed themselves on the 
face of the desert, in as many difPerent directions 
afs a chaplet of beads when the string is broken. 
Sir Kenneth had no time to note what ensued ; 
for, at the same instant, the Hakim seised the 
rein of his steed, and putting his own to its met- 
tle, both sprung forth at once with the sudd^oiiess 
of %ht, and at a pitch of velocity which almost 
deprived the Scottish knight of the power of re- 
spiration, and left him absolutely incapable, had he 
been desirous, to have checked the career of his 
guide. Practised as Sir Kenneth was in horseman- 
ship from his earliest youth, the speediest horse 
he had ever mounted was a tortoise in comparison 
to those of the Arabian sage. They spumed the 
sand from behind them— they seemed to devour 
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the desert befi^e them — smiles flew away with mi- 
uutes, and yet their strength seemed unabated^ 
and their respiration as free as when they first 
started npon the wonderful race. The motion, 
too, as easy as it was rapid, seemed more like fly- 
ing through the air than riding on the earth, and 
was attended with, na unpleasant sensation, save 
the awe naturally felt by one who is moving at 
such astonishing speed, and . the difficulty of 
breathing occasioned by their passing through 
the air so rapidly. ^ • ' 

It was not until after an hour of this portentous 
motion, and when all human pursuit was far, far 
behind, that the Hakim at length relaxed his 
speed, and slackening the pace of the horses into 
a hand gallop, began, in a voice as composed and 
even as if he had been walking for the last hour, 
a descant upon the excellence of his coursers to the 
Scot, who, breathless, half blind, half deaf, and 
altogether giddy, from the rapidity of this singu- 
lar ride, hardly comjMrehended the words which 
flowed so freely from his companion. 

f ^* These horses,'' he said, " are of the breed call- 
ed the Winged, equal in speed to aught excepting . 
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tbe Borak of the prophet. They are fed <» the 
golden barley of Yemen, ndxed with sfidts^ aiiid 
#kh'a small portiott of dried sheep^B flesh. EingK 
ha^e giveii provinces to possess them, and thttr 
ag^ is active as thdr yoiitk Thdu, Nasarene, tkt 
the first, save a true believer, that ever had beneadi 
l^s loins one of this noUe ifaee, a gift of the 
prophet himself to the blessed Ali, his kinsman 
and lieutenant, well called the Lion of Qod. 
lime lays his touoli so lightly on these gene- 
rous steeds, that the mare on which thou now 
si€tes<; has seen five limesi five years pass over 
bar, yet retains her pristh&e speed and vigour, 
only that in the career the support of a bridle^ 
managed by a hand more experienced than thine, 
hatb now become necessary. May the prophet be 
blessed, who hath bestowed on the true believers 
the means of advance and retreat, which causeA 
their iromclothed enemies to be worn out with 
their own ponderous weight ! How the horsea of 
yonder dog Templars must have snorted and 
blown, when they had toiled fetlock-deep in the 
desert for one-twentieth part of the space which 
these brave steeds have left behind them, without 

IS 
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me tUck pant^ or 4i drop of tnoiatuTe upon their 
laltek and yetvet ooM T 

Tin Sicolludi height^ iriib had now btgim to 
neorer hk breadi and poiran of attondoB^ couU 
not kelp admowledgiiig m liis hoarl the advintigt 
pasaeaied hy dieie Eastem wanioAs m a xaoe of 
anhnaia, alike proper ftr adviuaoa or in^anit, md 
Bo ichnimbly adapted to Ao terd and naidj do- 
aeits of Arabia and Syria. But he did not chooaa 
to augment the pride of the Moslem by acquiea- 
dng in Ua proud daim of auperionty^ and there- 
&re luffiHred the ednveisaidan to drap^ and, look- 
ing «Kound him, eonid now, at the mora modevaAe 
pao* at vhioh they moYod, cBatiiiguiBh tfaathe ivae 
in a country not unknown to Uwl 

The fali(^tedbordeHi» and lullen waters of the 
Dead Sea^ the xag|^ nnd preopitdua dUon of 
mountains adding on the hft^ die two or ifartK 
)iallns ehsterad tiq^ether^ ferming the snq;le green 
fq^eck on the bosom of the waite wiUeitaiSyNi'- 
ofajects which, onee seen, woe scarcely to be fbr- 
geeten^o^H^owed to Sir Kennfeth that they wtte 
mf^roRching At fountain called the Diamond 
of the Desert, which had been the scene of 
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Digiti; 



zed by Google 



104 TALKS OF THIS, CHUSADK11S> 

his interyiew onia fiirmer oceasiou with die Sa^ 
racen Emir Sheerkof, or Ildmm. In a few nd* 
nutes Ibey chedced tlieir horses befiide the spriAg, 
and the Haldm invited Sir Kenneth to ^bsceiid 
fipom horadbacky and repose himadf as in a plaee 
of safiBty; They unbridled their steeds, £1 Hft^ 
kirn observing that fittdier care <^ them was un» 
necessary, since they would be speedily join^ by 
some of the best mounted among his' slaves, who 
would do what farther was needful. . .-. j 

^^ Meantime,^ he said, spreading »)me food on 
-the ^ass, ^^ eat and drink, and be not discounted. 
Fortune may raise up or abase the ordinary mor^ 
tal,'but the sage and the soldier should. faai» 
minds beyond her control*' -: u 

The Scottish knight endeav-onred to testify his 
thanks.by diowing himself docile ; but though he 
strove to eat out of complaisance, the-singular con- 
Ixast between his present situation, and that which 
he had occupied on the ^ame spot, when the en^ 
voy of princes, and the victor in combat, came 
like a deud over his mind, and fasting, lassitude, 
and fiit^ue, oppressed his bodily powers. £1 Ha- 
kim examined his hurried pulse, his red and tn« 
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^med eye, his heated hand, and his diortened 
renpiratieiK 

^ Tfae inmd,^ he said, ^ grows wiie by watdb^ 
ingt but her sifter the body, of coarser materials^ 
needs the snpporlf of repose. Thoamust sleep; and 
that thod may^st do so ta refreshment, thou must 
take a draught mingled with this elixir/' . / 

He: drew from his boaom a smaU crystal Tial^ 
casedin silver fi%ree->wbrk, and dropped into a 
little golden dniydng-cup a nnall portion of &dark« 
celoimd fluid. 

'^Tbis,'' he said, << is one of those productions 
which AUah hath smt on earth for a blossiiig, 
thoogfa man^s weakness and widcedness have some- 
times converted it into a curse. It is powerfiil as 
the winei-cup of the Naxarene to drop die curtain 
on the sleei^ess eye, and to reUeve the burthen of 
the overloa<fed bosom; bat when ai^lied to the 
parpoaet of indulgence and ddbaucbery, it rends 
the nerves^ destroys the strength, weakens the in^ 
teUect, and underinines life. But fear not thou 
to wi6 iti^ virtnes in the timeof need, for the wise 
BiaK warms him by the same firiebrand with which 
♦he mttdman bumeth the tent.'' 
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** I htve BtOk too mvdi of tky ddU, gage Htf^ 
kim,'' said Sir Kenneth, << to debate tUne heslT 
mkd awdlowcd tbc narootb, mii^Ied as it was with 
aOBia water firan the q^ring, then wrapped Uim in 
liiahaik) or Arab doak, which had been fcotemJ 
to his saddla-ponnMi, and, aoeordiiig to tho dif 
rections of the physidaa, stretched himadf at 
eaae in the diade to await the prainiaed vcpose. 
Sleep came not at fixat, butin her attad a tiainof 
jdeaaing yet not rousmg or awakenii^ sCTiaatiiww* 
A state ensued, in which, still oonscioiiaof faia own 
identity and his own condition, the knight ^t en- 
abled to consider them not only without alarm and 
aorrow, biit as composedly as he m^bt have yiewed 
the story of his miafiirtanes acted tqfHxn aatage, er 
rather aa a diaemfaodbd spirit might regard the 
transactions of its past existence* From this state 
ef repose, amouati]^ ahnost to apat^ respecling 
the past. Ins thoughts were honied forward to the 
Aiture, which, in spite of sfl that eadsted to owa>- 
ickmd the prospect, glittered with such huesy aa un- 
der much happier auspces his unatimulaied ima- 
ginalion had not been aUe to produce, eren In its 
most exalted state. Liberty, fame, sueeesaftil love, 



Digiti; 



zed by Google 



TALES OF THE CIIUSADKRS. 107 

appeared to be the certain, and not very distant 
prospect, of the enslaved exile, the dishonoured 
knight, evenof thedespairing lover,irho had placed 
his hopes of happiness sofiur beyond the prospect 
of chance, in her wOdest possibilities, serving to 
countenance his wishes. Gradually as the intel- 
lectual s^ht became overclouded, these gay visions 
became obscure, like the dying hues of sunset, un- 
til they were at last lost in total oblivion ; and Sir 
Kenneth by extended at the feet of £1 Hakim, to 
all appearance, but for his deep respiration, as in- 
animate a corpse, as if life had actually departed. 
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CHAPTER X. 

Mid thcft wild nencs Esch^ntment W4vet htx wand, ' 
To change the face of the mysterious land ; 
Till the bewildering scenes around us seem 
The Tain productions of a fererish dream. 

AttolphOi a Rom(m9e. 

When the Enigbt of the Leopard awakened 
from his long and profound repose^ he found him- 
self in circumstances so diiFerent from those in 
which he had lain down to sleep, that he doubted 
whether he was not yet dreaming, or whether the 
scene had not been changed by magic. Instead of 
the damp grass, he lay on a couch of more than 
Oriental luxury, and some kind hands had, during 
his repose, stripped him of the cassock of chamois 
which he wore under his armour, and substituted a 
night dress of the finest linen, and a loose gown of 
silk. He had been canopied only by the palm-trees 
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of the desert, but now he lay beneath a sUken pa^ 
v^ion, which blaied with the richest ooloim of the 
Chinese looin, while a slight *curtani of gaoie, dis- 
played around his conch, wajs calculated. to pro* 
tect his repose from the insects, to whom he had, 
ever since his anrival in these dimates,' been a 
constant and passive prey. He looked around^ 
as if to convince himself that he was actus% 
awake, and all that fell baieath his eye partook 
of the splendour of his donnilory. A portable 
bath of cedar, Hned with silver, was ready for 
use, and steamed with the odonrs which had hisen 
used in preparing it !0n a small.stand of.ebbny 
beside the couch, stood a silver vase, containing 
sherbet of the most exquisite quality, cold as snow, 
and which the thirst that followed the use of the 
/itarongnarcotic rendered peculiarly delicious. Still 
fiirther to dispel the dr^ of intoxication which it 
Juid left behind, theknigfat resolved to use the bath, 
and experienced in doing so a delightfiil refresh- 
ment. Having dried himself with napkins of the 
Indian wool, he would willingly have resumed his 
own coarse garments, that he might go forth to see 
whether the world was as much changed without 
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ver6««iihexe isAt s^esijbnim ikMp}$fi9 he found 
a SBxmam dMM «C xkb imtfiriiAi^ witb aafoe iiad 
ponuurd, and dt befitting w emir (rf! AiiiMUM . 
He irei able «a suggeal n* miiliTe to Idattelf for 
diis eatibesiBeB of care, esce^plkig a aiiffpirioii dm 
(hen UUaatiioisa weie inteadcA ta-sbahe him ia Iits 
leDgious janiemoa^ as fadnd k was.' ireU kaowa 
diat die high eftteeut of the Eiupeaii IcnonkdBe 
and courage, loade due Seicbm BahnHided kt hi* 
glib ia AoKi wha^ haviag^ bcsHkiQ hkpiieoBeEs, 
had been indiifled to lake Aa turbni. Sir Ken- 
»ed^ dieiftee, eroaekig! himietf deiriHidj^ reael- 
ved le set itt sudiv saatei al; d^fianee ; and diat 
be n^^ daso diR inoxs firoii^, CDDBcieixtbittl^ 
termiaed taafailMiiiedf aainoderatcif aapbcsiUe 
of dieatteDdoiiff aodhixiDH^dbiisUiiri^ heiqped 
apMi fafatt. Sdlly hcmevsTy he fek his head op- 
piened and skepy, and amre, too» dbrt lit Utt- 
dress vas not fit iot appc;snng abroad^ hi» tediMd 
upoB tha CQmhy aadt was agaiis k)ckodi& the anns 
oflielitBiiier. 

But this tine his rest was not ludMroheB; 
for be "smi awakened by the voice of the physic 
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dilut at tlie door of the teM, inqiiiniig after Us 
hdAtih md wheiber he had reftled waS&miatbf.*^ 
*' May I enter your tent?'' hecoadvdKl» '^frrthe 
curtain is drawn before the entrance.^ 

'< The master,r ie|^ed Sir Kemielh» deter- 
mined to show that he was iM siMrpcbed into fioD- 
Ijetfiihiesa of Ida own conditioii» <* need demand 
no pgrmitnien to enter the ted* of the danre.'' 

«' But if Imne uotaa anwter ^ saidEl Ha- 
kin» stiU without entering. 

'' The physidaor repHed Sir Kenneth, <' hj^ 
free Mcesa to the bedside of hie paftieiH.'' 

^* Neidier oome I now aa a phgrtteiaDr replied 
£1 Hakim ; '^ and therefore I still x«|unl ftmr 
ndflsiotiy ere I oome under the coYerii^ of thy 
^ent*** 

*^ Whoever eomca as a fiimd^'" said Sir Ken- 
neth^ '« and such thou haat hithcsto shown thyself 
to me, the habitatkn of the friend is ever open to 

'' Yet onoe agaou'' said the Eastern sage^ af- 
ter the periphrastioal manner of his coiuMbrymen, 
^^ suppesivg that I eome not n^ a ftiend ?"" 

^^ Come as thou wilt/' said the Scattish knight, 
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iomewhat impatieiitof thiscircumlocutiony-^'^ be 
what diou wilt — than knowest well it is neither in 
tny power nor my inclination to refuse th^ en- 
trance.^' 

. *^ I come, then,^ said £1 Hakim, ^^ as your an- 
dwt foe ; but a fair and a generdus onc/^ 

He ienteied as he spoke ; and when he stood lie- 
fore the bedside of Sir Kenneth, the voice con- 
tinued tq be that of Adonbce the Arabian physi- 
cian, but the form, dress, and features, were those 
of Ilderim of Kurdistan, called She^rkof. Sir 
Kenneth gaied upon him, as if he expected the 
vision to depart, like something created by his 
imagmation. 

" Doth it so surprise thee/' said Ilderrm, 
^* and thou an approved warrior, to see that a 
soldier knows somewhat of the art of healing ? — 
I say to thee, NasEarene, that an accomplished ca- 
valier should know how to dress his steed as well 
as how to ride him ; how to forge his sword upon 
the stithy, as well as how to use it in battle ; how 
to burnish his arms, as well as how to wear them ; 
and, above all, how to cure wounds as well as how 
to inflict them.'' 
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As he spoke, the Cbrislian knight repeatedly 
shut his eyes, and while they remained dosed, the 
idea of the Hakim, with his long flowing daik 
robes, high tartar cap, and grave gestures, was 
present to his imaginadon ; but so soon as he 
opened them, the graceful and richly gemmed 
turban, the light haubork of steel rings entwisted 
with silver, which glanced brilliantly as it obeyed 
every inflection of the body, the features freed 
from thehr formal expression, less swarthy, and no 
longer shadowed by the mass of hair, (now limit- 
ed to a wcH-trimmed beard,) annouiioed the soldier 
and hot Ae sage. 

*^'Art thou still so mudi surprised,'' said the 
£mir, ^* and hast thou walked in the world with 
such little observance, as to w«mder that men are 
«ot always what they seem ?•— Thou thyself-^ait 
ihou what thou seemest P"' . 

<^ No, by Saint Andrew r exdaimed the knight ; 
*^ for, to the whole Christian camp I seem a trai- 
tor, and I know myself to be a true, though an 
ening man.'' 

^' Even so I judged thee," said Ilderim, '^ and 
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as we hud eaten salt logitbcr, I deemed myself 
bound to rescue thee from deatb and contumely.*-^ 
But wheiefore lie you stSl on your couch, sboe 
die SUB is high in the faearens ? or are the rm%^ 
menta which my sumpteuoamck ba^e affixded 
unworthy of your wesoring P^ 

«< Not unwonihy^ surely, but unfitting ihv it,"* 
iqilied the Scot ; " give me the dftes of ft slavey 
noble lUerim, and I will don k with pleaauMr; 
but I canuot brook to wear the habit of tfte fiee 
Eaatem worrier^ with the turban of the Bfoskin.'' 

'^ Nasarene,'' anawered the Emir^ ^ thy natieii 
ISO eadly entertain suspicion, that it mvf weH ren- 
der themselTes suspected. Have I net tidd thee 
that Sakdin desires no cooverts saving those 
whom the holy prophet shall dispoae to submit 
themsehm to his hiw P violence and bvHbery are 
aUke alien to his phm for eoctendiag the true Adtk. 
Hesrkmi to me, my brother. When the Uind man 
was miraeoloasLy restored to sight, the scaks drop- 
ped from his eyes at the Divine pleasnte-^binlB^sl 
thou that any earthly leech could have temeved 
themP No. Such me'didncr might have tormented 
the patient with his instruments, or perhaps sooth- 
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ed him with Us bolMma «id oordiik, but dark as 
he waa miut the daricened min have remained ; 
afid ii k even ao with IheUindwsa of the under-' 
standing. If there be t^oae ammg the Franks, 
who^ for the sake of wevldly hiore, hare aiaiiinnd 
the turimn of the prephet^ and &Uoired the hurs 
of Islam, wkh their ewB eonscMieea be the Uame. 
Themaehes aeugfat out the bait^it una net 
flung to them by At Soldan. And when thagr 
ahidl hofeafier be aentenoed, aa hypecritea, to Ae 
ioweet gulph of hdl, bdow Christian and Jew, 
magician and ididater, and condemned toeat the 
ftoit of the tree Yaconm, wfaidi ia the heads of 
dttflMHie-«4o themadlvea, not to the SoUan^ shall 
thair guilt and their pimidiment be attribated.*— 
Wherefim w«ar, without doubt or acnitile, the 
imtttxa prapared Ar you, tinoa^ if you proaeed to 
the camp of Madkk, yomr own native drem will 
aicpba^yott to mubbamne dbaerratiMi, imd pei^- 
h^pa 10 inguhu'* 

^' i/*IgotQ«ho ankiporSafadin r said Sir Kan- 
tteA, repeating die words of the Emir; '' Ahw I 
am I a {be agent, and rather must I fio^ go where- 
cter your pleaaure dUrries me ?^ 
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^^ Tkiue own will tftay goide tkine dwh sui- 
donfty'^ said the Emir, ^^ a» freely as fb6 whii 
whidi tnoveth the dust of the desert in what di- 
reetion h chooses. Tte noble enemy who met, 
and well ii^h mastered my sword, cannot become 
my skive like him who has crouched beneath it 
If wealtb and power would tempt thee to j<Hn bur 
people/ I could ensure thy possessing them ; but 
the man who refused the frvours of the Soldan, 
when the' axe was at his head, wiU not, I fiear, 
now accept them, when I tell him he has his finee 
choice" 

^^ Cofa^i^te'ydmr generosity, noble Emir,'' said 
Sir Kenteth, '^ by forbeaar ing to show me a mode 
of requital, which conscience forliida me to Com- 
ply with. Permit me rather to express, as bound 
in courtesy, my gratitude for this most chiyakoos 
bounty, this undeserved generosity.'' 

. ^' Say not undeserired," replied the Emir Ilde. 
rim ; *^ was it not through thy c<mversation, and 
thy account of the beauties wUdi grace the court 
of the Melee Bic, that I ventared me thither in 
disuse, and thereby procured a sight the most 
blessed that I have ever enjoyed — that I ever 
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sbmll eojoy, until the glories of Paradise beam on 
my' eyes ?" 

<^ I imderstand yon nok^^ said Sir Kenneth) e». 
louring alternately, and turning pale, as one who 
&lt thut the conyorsation was taking a tone of the 
jQost pabful delicacy. 

'^ Not uAderstand me T exdaimed the Emir. 
'' If the nght I saw in the tent of King Riehaid 
escaped thine observation, I will account it duller 
than the edge of a buffoon's wooden. falchion. 
True, thou wert under sentence of death at the 
time ; but, in my case, had my head been droppmg 
.from the trunk, the last strained glances of my 
eyeballs had distinguished with delight such a 
vision of loveliness, and the head would have 
rdlkd itself towards the incomparable houris, to 
. kiss widi its quivering lips the hem of thiar vest* 
ments.-f-* Yonder royalty of England, who for her 
superior loveliness deserves to be Queen of the 
universfr-^wfaat toidemess in her bhie eye^— what 
lustre in her tresses of dishevelled gold !— -By the 
tomb of the profdiet, I scarce think that the 
bouri who shaO present to me the diamond-cup 
of immortality, will deserve so warm a carcsa!'' 
IS 
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'' Ssraoen;' sitid Sir Keimedi» stenily, '' tliM 
speakest of the wife of Bidiard of Enghnd, of 
whom mm think nol and speak mot m % woman 
to be wovky but as a Queen to be remed.^ 

<* I cry you mercy,'' said the Saxapeti. ^^Ihad 
forgotten your superstitious TeoeratiDn for t^e mok, 
which you eonaidcB rather fit to be wondered at 
andwoirshqiped,dMDiwiM>edaDdpoSienfed. I war- 
ranty sinee dmu OEactestauch. profound reqppct Id 
yondor tendnpieoe of fiaiky, whoee eveiy 
lien, s«0p» and h)ok^ bespeaka ber very 
less thitai abttdnte adotatiDn must not. be yielded 
to hto of the daric tresses, and noUy speaking eye. 
iS'Aei indeed, I will aflow, hath in her noUe pint 
and miyestio mien something at onee pure and 
fintt«»yet ^ven she, when pressed by opportiimijr 
and a folrward hnrer, would, I warrant thee, thank 
him in her heart, radier for treating her as amor- 
t*l than aa a goddess*'' 

<< Respect the kinswoman of Ceeur de lion," 
said Sir Eennelh, in n ton^of unqpressed anger. 

'' Respect her !" answeied the Emir, in soosn 
^'' by the Caaba, and if I do, it ahaUbenther 
as the bride of Sabdin." 

7 
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«< The mfidU SoUan ii unworthy to takte 
eTen ft 8pdl that hits btei pressed by the fiet at 
Edith Plantagenetr exdumcd the Christiaii, 
sfiriiigiBg fiNNHi'hur coaoh. 

<'Ha! what nid the eiaoiirre3Kdaiiiled the 
Emir, laying Us hand <m hia poniard hUt, while 
fak fimhead g^ed like ^bmemg copper, ud the 
muscles of his lips and cheeks wrought till each 
cuil cChis beard seeiied td twiit and screw itself, 
as if alive iritth mstuieliTe wrath. Bat the Soolt 
tidi kmi^t, who hwA stood the lidn-aaiger of Rich- 
aid^ #a8 onappaDed at the tiger-like mood df the 
cha&d Bsraeen. 

^ What I have said;' he re]^ed, with folded 
ans and dauntless lock, ^< I would maintain on 
&ot or horaebaek against all mortals^ and would 
hold it not the most aaemofabledecdof my life to 
support it with my good broad-swdrd against a 
soote of these sickles and bodkins,'' porting at 
the sabre and poniard of the Emir. . , 

The Saracm recovered his own composure as 
the Christian spdke, so far as to withdraw his 
Imndfironi bis weapon^ as if the motion had been 
without meaning ; but still continusd in deep ir?. 

VOL. IV. O 
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• " By the sword of the prophet,'* he said, 
<< which is the key both of Heaven and Hell, he 
little Taloes his own life, brother, who uses the 
language thou dost ! Believe me, that were thine 
hands loose^ as thou term'st it, one single true be- 
liever would find them so much to do, that thou 
would'^st soon wish them fettered again in manacles 
of iron." 

" Sooner would I wish them hewn off by the 
shoulder-blades,^ replied Sir Kenneth. 

" Well. Thy hands are boimd at present,'' said 
the Saracen, in a more amicable tone, **^ bound 
by thine own gentle sense of courtesy, nor have I 
any present purpose of setting them at liberty. 
We have proved each otber^s strength and cou- 
rage ere now, and we may again meet in a fair 
field ; — and shame befal him who shall be the first 
to part firom his foeman ! But now we are fiiends, 
and I look for aid from thee, rather than hard 
terms or defiances.'' 

^' We are fijends," repeated the knight ; and 
there was a pause, during which the fiery Saracen 
paced the tent like the liou, who, after violent ir- 
ritation, is said to take that method of cooling the 
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xlktemperature of his blood, ere he stretches him- 
self to repose in his den. The colder European 
remained unaltered in posture and aspect; yet 
he, doubtless, was also engaged in subduing the 
angry feelings which had been so unexpectedly 
awakened. 

'^ Let us reason of this calmly,^ said the Sara- 
cen ; '< I am a physician, as thou know'st, and it 
is written, that he who would have his wound 
cured, must not shrink when the leech probes and 
tents it. Seest thou, I am about to lay my finger 
on the sore. Thou lovest this kinswoman of the 
Melee Ric — ^Unfold the veil that shrouds thy 
thoughts— or unfold it not if thou wilt, for mine 
eyes see through its coverings.^ 

" I hved her,'' 'answered Sir Kenneth, af!ter a 
pause, " As man loves Heaven's grace, and sued 
for her fiivour as for Heaven's pardon." 

" And you love her no longer?" said the Sa- 
racen. 

« Alas," answered Sur Kenneth, << I am no 
longer worthy to love her.— I prithee cease this 
discours&-«tby words are poniards to me." 

^' Pardon me but a moment," continued Ilder. 
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im. '* When tbou, 9 poer and otaeure soUter^ 
dkkt so bolcUj sod so higUy fix dnne aJFoetioiii 
lett me, hadst tboo good hope of its issue?"* 

'^ Love exists not without lMf)e^^ Mplied the 
kttght ; >* but mine was as nearly allied to do^ 
spair, as thatof the sailor swimming for his life, 
who, as he surmounts billow after bUlow, catdiea 
by intervals some gleam of the distant beaoon, 
whieh shows him there is knd in sight, though 
Us sinkii^ heart and wearied limbs assure him 
that he shall never reach it'' 

<^ And now,'' said Ilderim, ^^ these hopes aee 
sunk-*-that solitary light is quenched for evdr ?^ 

*^ For ever," answered Sir Kenneth, in the tone 
of an echo from the bosom of a ruined sepulchre. 

«' Methinks," said the Saracen, << if all thou 
lackest were some such distant meteoric glimpse 
of happiness as thou hadst formerly, thy beacon- 
light might be rdundled, thy hope fished up from 
the ocean in which it has sunk, and thou thysdf, 
good langht, testored to the exercise and amuse-, 
ment of nourishing love upon a diet as unsubstan- 
tial as moon*light ; for, if thou stood'st to-morrow 
fair in reputation as ^er thou wert, she whom 
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thou loveat will not be less the daoghter of 
fMriaces, and the elected bride of Sahdin.^ 

'<I would it flo stood»'' said the Scot, ''attdif I 
did not — -'' 

He stopt short) hke a man who is a&atd of 
boasttog, under dicusietaiiees which did not per* 
mitJdsbemgpattodieteBt. The Sarami smiled 
as he concluded the sentence. 

'< Thou woiddst challenge the Soldan to sin- 
gle combat ?— '^ 

<' And if I did,'' said Sir Kenneth, haughtify, 
<^ he would neUher be the fitftt nor the best tur- 
ban that I have couched lanoe at." 

'< Ay, hut methiolcs he migbt regard it as too 
unequal a mode of perilUng the diaoce of a royal 
bride, and the event of a great war,"" said the 
Emir. 

'' He may be met with in ihe Gsont of battk,"* 
mi the bmight, his eyes gteaming with the ideas 
which such a thought Inspired. 

*^ He has been ever ^Mind there^'' said Ilderim ; 
" nor is it h£B wont to turn Ms horse's head from 
any Intive encounter.— ?But it was not ef the Sol- 
dan that I meant to speak. In a word, if it will 
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content thee to be placed in such reputation w 
may be attained by detection of the thief who 
stole the Banner of England, I can put thee in a 
fair way of achieving t^his task — ^that is, if thou 
wilt be govemed ; for what says Lokman, If the 
child would walk, the nurse must lead him — if 
the ignorant would understand, the wise must in« 
struct.'' 

^* And thou art wise, Ilderim,'' said the Scot, 
** wise though a Saracen, and generous though an 
infidel. I have witnessed that thou art both. 
Take, then, the guidance of this matter ; and so 
thou ask nothing of me contrary to my loyalty 
and my Christian faith, I will obey thee punc- 
tually. Do what thou hast said, and take my 
life when it is accomplished.** 

** Listen thou to me, then,'' said the Saraceur 
^^ Thy noble hound is now recovered, by the 
blessing of that divine medicine which healeth 
man and. beast, and by his sagacity shall those 
who assailed him be discovered." 

'* Ha !" said the Knight,— '< methinks I com- 
prehend thee — I was dull not to think of this ! — ^ 

<< But tell me," added the Emir, '< hast thou 
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wy followers or retainers in the camp, by whom 
the animal may be known ?"" 

^^ I dismissed^ said Sir Kenneth, <f my old . 
attendant, thy patient, with a varlet that waited 
on. him, at the time when I expected to sufFer 
death, giving him letters for my friends in Scot- 
land-— there are none other to whom the dog is 
familiar. But then my own person is well known 
—my very speech will betray me, in a camp 
where I have played no mean part for many 
months.'^ 

*< Both he and thou shall be disguised, so 
as to escape even close examination. — I tell 
thee,"" said the Saracen, ^^ that not thy brother 
in arms — ^not thy brother in blood — shall dis- 
cover thee, if thou be guided by my counsels. 
Thou hast seen me do matters more diflScult— he 
that can call the dying from the darkness of the 
shadow of death, can easily cast a mist before the 
eyes of the living. But mark me — there is still 
the condition annexed to this fervioe, that thou 
deliver a letter of Saladin to the niece of the 
Melee Ric, whose name is as diflScult to our East- 
em tongue and lips, as her beauty is delightful 
to our eycs.^' 
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Sir K«niie(h ymused before he answered, and 
the Saracen observing hk hesitattaD, demanded 
of him, ^^ 'i he feared to undertake iids mes- 
sage r* 

** Not if these was death in the exeontiony^ 
said Su- Kenneth ; ^' I do but pause to conaid^ 
whether it consists with my honour to bear the 
letter <yp the Soldan, or with that of the Lady 
Edith, to receire it fhrni a heathen pruioe.^ 

** By the head of Mahommed, and by the ho- 
nour of a soldier— by the tomb at Mecca, and by 
tlie sold of my fiither,^ smd the Emir, ^ I swear 
to thee that the letter is written in ail honour and 
respect. The song of the nighdngale will so<»ier 
Might the rose-bower she loves, than will the 
words of the Soldan offend the ears of the lovely 
kinswoman of Engimd.^ 

'' Then,'' smd the blight, '' I will bear the 
Soldan's letter faddifully, as tf I were his bom 
vassal ; — 'understanding, that beyond this simple 
act of service, which I will render with MMity, 
from me of all men he can least expect me£ation 
or advice in this his strange love-suit/^ 

** Saladin is noUe,'" answered the Emir, ^' and 
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will not spur a generous horse to a leap which he 
cannot achieve. — Come with me to mj tent,^ he 
added, *^ and thou shalt be presently equipped 
with a disguise as unsearchable as midnight; so 
thou may^st walk the camp of the Nasarenes as if 
thou hadst on thy finger the signet of Giaougi.^* 



* Perhapi the Mme wilh Gygei. 
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CHAPTER XI. 



K grain of dust 



Soiling our cup, will make our sense reject 
Fastidiously the draught which we did thirst for ; 
A Tusted nail, placed near the faithful compass, 
Will sway it from the truth, and wreck the argosy. 
Even thus small cause of anger and disgust 
Will break the bonds of amity 'mongst princes, 
And wreck their noblest purposes. 

The Crusade. 



The reader can now have little doubt who the 
Ethiopian slaye really was, with what purpose he 
had sought Richard's camp, and wherefore and 
with what hope he now stood close to the person 
of that monarch, as, surrounded by his yaliant 
peers of England and Normandy, Coeur de Lion 
stood on the summit of Saint George'^s Mount, 
with the Banner of England by his side, borne by 
the most goodly person in the army, beiiig his own 
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natural brother, William with the Long Sword, 
Earl of Salisbury, the offspring of Henry the Se« 
cond^s amour with the celebrated Rosamonc) of 
Woodstock. 

From scTeral expressions in the King's convert 
sation with Neville on the preceding day, the Nu- 
bian was left in anxious doubt whether his di»- 
gmse had not been penetrated, especially as that 
the King seemed to be aware in what manner the 
agency of the dog was expected to discover the 
thief who stole the banner, although the circum-^ 
stance of such an animars having been wounded 
on the occasion, had been scarce mentioned in 
Richard'^s presence. Nevertheless, as the King 
continued to treat. him in no other manner than 
his exterior required, the Nubian remained un- 
certain whether he was or waa not discovered, 
and determined not to throw his disguise aside 
voluntarily. 

Meanwhile, the powers of the various cru- 
sading princes, arrayed under their royal and 
princely leaders, swept in long order around the 
base of the little mound ; and as those of each dif- 
ferent country passed by, their commanders ad- 
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vmiced a stqi or two up the HH, and made a aig* 
nal of courtesy to Riidwrd and to the Standard of 
England, ^^ in aign of regard and amity,^ as the 
protocol of the ceremony heedfuUy expressed it, 
" not of sutgecdon or vassalage.^ The s{nritual 
dignitnies, who in those days railed not their 
bonnets to cieated thing, bestowed on the King 
and bis symbol of command their blessing instead 
of obeisance. 

Thus the long files marched on, and, dimi« 
nished as they were by so many causes, appear- 
ed stiU an iron host, to whom the conquest of 
Palestine might seem an easy task. The sol- 
diers, inspired by the consciousness of uidted 
strength, sat erect in their steel saddles, while 
it seemed that the trumpets sounded more cheer- 
fully shrill, and the steeds, refineshed by rest 
and provender, chafed on the bit, and trod tlw 
ground more proudly. On they passed, troop af- 
ter troop,lNmners waving, spears glancing, plumes 
dancing, in limg perspective— -a host oomposad of 
different nations, complexions, languages, arms, 
and appearances, but all fired, fi>r the time, with 
the.holy yet romantic purpose of resciring the dis- 
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treised daugliter of Zkm from her thzmldom, and 
vedMiakig tlieMcrcdenrth, wliidi more thaamoiu 
tjd had trodden^ from the ydce of the unbelieving 
Pagan* And it moat be owned, that i^ in other 
drcumstancegy the speeiea of oouiteqr tendered to 
the Kmg of England by so many warriors, ftom 
whom he chdmed no natural aUq^ce, had in it 
aomething that might have been thought hnmiltai' 
ting, yet the nature and cause of the war was so 
fitted to his pre-eminently chivalrous <i^hanicter, 
and renowned feats in arms, that claims, whidi 
m^ht elsewhere have been urged, were there for- 
gotten, and the brave did willing homage to the 
bravest, in an expedition where the most undaunt* 
ed and energetic courage was necessary to success. 
The good King was seated on horseback about 
halfway up the Mount, a morion on bis head, sur- 
mounted by a crown, which left his manly features 
exposed to public view, as, with cool and conside- 
r»te eye, he perused each rank as it passed him, 
and returned the salutation of the leaders. His 
tunic was of sky-coloured velvet, covered with 
plates of rilver, and his hose of crimson-silk, slash- 
ed with cioth of gold. By his side stood the seeoK 



Digiti; 



zed by Google 



SSS TALKS OF TU£ Cll(JSAD£&8. 

iog Ethiopiaii slave, holding the noble dog in & 
leash, such as was used in wood-craft It was a 
drciunstance which attracted no notice, for many 
of the princes of the crusade had introduced black 
daves into their household, in imitation of the 
tiarbarous splendour of the Saracens. Over the 
Xing'^s head streamed the large folds of the ban- 
ner, and, as he looked to it from time to time, 
he seemed to r^ard a ceremony, indifferent to 
himself personally, as important, when consider- 
ed as atoning an indignity offered to the king- 
dom which he ruled. In the back-ground, and 
on the very summit of the Mount, a wooden tur- 
ret, erected for the occasion, held the Queen Be- 
jengaria and the principal ladies of the ' court. 
To this the King looked from time to time, and 
ihen ever and anon his eyes were turned on the 
JNubian and the dog, but only when such leaders 
approached as, from circumstances of previous ill- 
will, he suspected of being accessary to the theft 
of the standard, or whom he judged capable of a 
crime so mean. 

Thus,hcdidnotlookinthatdirectionwhenPhilip 
Augustus of France approached at the head of his 
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splendid troops of Gallic chiralry — ^nay, he anti- 
cipated the motions of the French King, by de- 
scending the Mount as the latter came up the as- 
cent, so that they met in the middle space, and 
blended their greetings so gracefully, that it appear- 
ed they met in fraternal equality. The sight of the 
two greatest princes in Europe, in rank at pnce and 
power, thus publicly avowing their concord, call- 
ed forth bursts of thundering acclaim from the 
crusading host at many miles^ distance, and made 
the roving Arab scouts of^he desert alarm the 
camp of Saladin with intelligence, that the army 
of the Christians was in motion. Yet who but 
the King of kings can read the hearts of mo- 
narchs P Under this smooth show of courtesy, 
Richard nourished displeasure and suspicion 
against Philip, and Philip meditated withdrawing 
himself and his host from the army of the Cross, 
and leaving Richard to accomplish or fail in the 
enterprize with his own unassisted forces. 

Richard^s demeanour was different when the 

dark-armed knights and squires of the Temple 

chivalry approached — men with countenances 

bronzed to Asiatic blackness by the suns of Pa- 

8 
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lettine, and the admirable state of whose hones 
aad appointments far surpassed even that of the 
ehoieest troops of France and Enghttid. The King 
east e bastj glance aside, but the Nubian stood 
qiuetf and Us trusty dog sat at his feet, watching 
ifith a sagacious yet pleased look, the ranks 
winch now passed before diem. The King's look 
tnmed agani on the chivahrous Templars, as the 
Grand Master, availing himself of his mingkd 
charaeler, bestowed his benediction on lUchard 
as n psiest, instead of doing him reverence as e 
milttary leader. 

*^ The mbproud and amphilnous caitiff puts 
the monk upon me,"" said Richard to the Earl of 
Salisbury. ^< But, Long-Sword, we will let it 
pass. A punctilio must not lose Christendom the 
services of these experienced lances, because their 
victories have rendered them over-weening.— Lo 
you, here comes our valiant adveraary the Duke 
of Aufltri*— mark his manner and bearing, Long- 
Sword«^and thou, Nubian, let the hound have 
iull view of him. By Heaven, he brmgs his buf- 
foons along with him r 

19 
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mtdiy, to mtunate ocaitenpl of the cnemmtl he 
nes.ebMit to eoa^ vith» Leopold wee ettended 
by his ^pruch^^precher end his jeeler» end ee he 
edTAnoed tomtde ]liohecd» he whittled in wheihe 
wished to be considered es en indiflPerent menner^ 
tkoQgb his heevy feetuies eivuioed the willemii^, 
W^ with Ae ftec» with which s tnient school* 
boy mejr be seen to epproech his mester, <Asthe 
ifihiffint j^igfiitery sied^ with disoottiposed end 
sulky h>ok» the ohrieenoe seqpiired^ the ^prac^ 
$p/reeher diook his betton, end ptochanied like • 
hfield, Aety in whet he wes now doii^ the Atdi. 
Duke of Austaa wes n6t to be held d»?egeting 
fix>m the nak end privil^s of e soveragn prince ; 
to whiob ihe jester ensw^red with a sonorous cmM^ 
which. provoked much leiigbtor emong the by^ 
Qtenders. 

King Bichwrd looked mose then once at the Ntt- 
bien sad his dpf ; b«t the fi^nner moved not* nor 
did the IsUa strain at the leash, «o that Richerd 
said to die |]a?e with some ieom» <^ Thy suooem 
in ibis enterprise, my sable firiend» ^veti tl^MAgh 
vofc. IV. y 
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tfaoa hast brmight tfaj luMiiid''B sagacity to back 
thine own, wifll not, I fear, pkae thaa high in the 
tank of wiiSKls, or mnch a«gm«nt thy SMnto to- 
wards our persen*"* 

The Nubian aaavrered, as mial, only by alow* 
ly obetsanoe. 

Meantime the troops of the MaxqaiB of M<mt- 
senrat next passed in order before the King of 
Enghmd* That powerful and wily baron, to mike 
die greater display of his foices, had divided tfadoa 
into two bodies. At the Jhead of the fiiat, eonrist* 
ing of his vassals and followers, and levied ftom 
his Syrian possessions, came his brother Enguer- 
rand, and he himself followed, leading on a gaU 
lant band of twelve hundred Stradiots, a kind of 
light cavalry raised by the Venetians in theb Dal» 
maliaa possessions, and of which they bad in- 
trusted the command to the Marquis, with whom 
the repidUic had many bonds of conneEion. These 
Stradiots were clothed in a fashion partly Euro- 
pean, but partaking chiefly of the Eastern fashion. 
They wore, indeed, short hauberks, but had over 
them parti-cdoured tunics of rich stufis, with large 
wide pantaloons and half-boots. On their headi 
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were ttsaigkt upright ORps, nmilAr ta those of the 
Gfodu^ aad thqr earned small vomid targets, bowe 
aad anrows, sdnitarB and poqfards. They were 
BUMUftted Oft horses, careftdly selected, and well 
mainlaiBed at the expense of the State of Venice ; 
tbek saddks aad appoiatments resemUed those 
o{ the Turks, and they rode in the same manners 
with dxxrt stimips and upon a high seat These 
troops were of great use in sUrmnhiog with the 
AjNdbs, though unable to engage in close conflict, 
like the iroa-dieallied me»^at-arms of Western 
aaad Norihem Europe. 

Bflfere this i^oodly band came Conrade, in the 
same garb with the Stradiots. bat of such rich 
stuff that he seemed to blase with gold and silver, 
and the milk-white phime fastened in his cap by 
a eUup of diamonds, seemed tall enough to sweep 
the clouds. The noble steed which he reined 
bounded and caracoled, and displayed his spirit 
and agility in a manner which might hare trou- 
bled a less admirable horseman dian the Marquis, 
who graeefuBy ruled him with the one hand, while 
the other displayed the batton, whose predomi- 
tkBimy oTer the ranks which he led seemed equally 
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alMliUe. Yet bk authority orer Ike SteaftoH 
WM uiore in diow diaii m lubttaiioa ; 6r tliae pa- 
ced bwkl<^ hiiiif on an *ii»iiliiig nalfrev af fobeiait 
mood, a lilde old niaB» drdnwd tmUxtif im Uadt, 
witboat beaird or laoiietaolieiy and hafing an q^ 
paaranee altogotfaer mean and indgmdoant, wliea 
eompaied with the Uaie of apkndoar aimmd him. 
Bat thif mean-looking old man waa one of theae 
deputies wImhu the Venetian y v enment aent into 
campa to overlook the conduct of the genenda to 
whom die kading waa canngned, andto maintain 
ihat jealous system of espial and oonliol^ whfah 
bad long distinguished the policy of the republic. 

Conrade^ who, by culdvating Bicfaard^s bn- 
mour, had attaaed a certain degree of fiiTour 
with him, no sooner was come within bia ken than 
the King of Eng^d descended a step or two to 
meet him, exclaiming, at the same time, '^ Ha, 
Lord Marquis, thou at the head of the ileet Es- 
tradiots, and thy Mack shadow attending ihee as 
usual, wbedier the sun shines or not i— May net 
one ask thee whether the rule of the troops re- 
mains with the shadow or ibe substance f^ 

Conrade was commencing bis reply widi a i 
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when Boswd, vllanBg • fWooi tad ntageytU, 
sptfODgfonranL The NvUin, at ife mm tiaM» 
aUppdd die kid^ and dM iMmd ruaUng 0B9 lii^ 
upatt Cmmida'a aobla cltaigar» aad attnag Aa 
Maiggjaby Aa tlroatyiailhilhiai downfto^ dia 
aadfle. The plumed rider lay loUing on diaaand, 
and die fi^lileDad iMiaa fledm wMcaMtt diroagh 
dwcanp. 

'< Tliy havnd hadi pulled dawn Om lii^ 
(fmnji I waRanthim-—'* said die King to diaNu- 
bian» *^ aadi tow le Saint George ha is a stag of 
tn tyne8!-*Pltt€ic die dcg off, laat ha duotda 

The £diiopiaB» aoeeidia^y, though not with- 
out difficulty, difoigi^^ die dog ftom Conrada^ 
and Aataned him up stiU hi|^y asdtid^ and 
struggUngiathelaaA. MaaKwhileaMuiyciiawdad 
to the apot, eq^eciaUy fbUowaraoC Conrada, and 
<^eeas cf the StimdiotB, who, as they aaw thair 
leader lie gaddng wildly on die sky, laiaad him up 
amida tomultiMury ory of~'^ Cut the §Uw and his 
hound to pieces !'' 

But the ¥oice of Riohaff4» Wud and sonorous, 
was heard dear above all other exdamations,— > 
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^rHediMdiedMriiivlwmjuiiestlielioi^ He 
lialh but done bin daty, afker the sagsetfy wMi 
wlueh God nd nktnre luiTe emiamtd the bmre 
—JmaL ifltaDd forwavd for & ftlie mitor, then 
Connde^EnlefMoiitMnat! I impeach tkee of 
tieaien.^ 

Sevend of the Syrian leaden had now come ap, 
and Comrade, vezadon, and shame, and oenfbakm 
etrugf^liag with passion in his manner and roioe, 
exdaimed, << What means this ? — ^With what am 
I charged ?--.Why this base nsi^, and these Te- 
pnaciAl tens? — Is this the league of concord 
which Engbnd renewed but so ktely ?"" 

*' Are the Piinoesof the Cmsade turned hares 
or deers in the eyes of King Richaid, that he 
should slq> hounds on tbnn ?^ said the sepulchral 
Toice of the Grand Master of the Templars. 

*' It must be some wild accidflnt-HM>me fatal 
mistake^-^said Philip of France, who rode up at 
the same moment. 

'' Somedeoat of the Enemy,'' said the Arch. 
iHshop of Tyre. 

^' A stratagem x£ Ihe Saracens,^^ cried Henry 
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cf Champigne.**-*^* Uirem lidl to bang tqp tbe 
4og, aadp«tjfcWd«¥e.totlieiMtiiBe.'' . 

'^ Let no man* ky htaduptntlNMi^'' laid Bjdli- 
mU ^^ M he levee Ub ova life.*^<:k)iaad^ etend 
linrth, if thou diirest, enA dcsiy the aeeiuuHaon 
wUeh this mute animal helih in his noble instiact 
brought against thee, td.'wjmj dene to him, and 
iMd aoom to ]^and r 

<' I aevcff tovcbed the banner,'* said Couade, 
hastily. 

<< Thy words hetxay thee, Conzader smdBieh- 
avd; *^ for how didst thou know, sare from eon- 
SGious gtti^t, ^hat the quertian « coneeniing the 
banner^'' 

^Hast Aou then not kept the camp in turmoil 
ca dmt and no other score ?^ answered Consade ; 
^«nd dost-Aou hnpato to a prince and an aUy a 
esime^ which, lifter all, was probably oommitted 
by seme paltry fielon for the sake of 4he gdd 
thread? Orwould'^st thou now impeach a c<»* 
Cbdorate on the credit of a dog P^ 

By this time the alarm was becoming general, 
so liiat Philip of France interposed. 

** Princes and nebles,'' he said, << you speak in 
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pieaence of tboae ivlioM tiiUKdB wffl iooii be at tl^ 
throats <tf eadi otkar^if they boffthwhatea m 
mnk tnmA ingtAm. Iiitheiiameofflei?mi,let 
118 draw «ff, eadi Ua aim traops uito tktir aap»- 
nrta cpnrt^M) and omaalraa mact cnlioiir liaiiee 
in die VMfji&m of CMOKal^ to take aame order ki 



'< Cimtent,'' said King Bidbard, '< liMMgli I 
slMnJd liwre fiked to have intersogatodl lliat cai- 
tiff while his gay doublet was yet besaiixdMd 
with sand-o-Bnli tbe plaaaiire of Frasca shall be 
auoB in diis nattar.^ ^ 

The leadm aeparatod as was pmpoaad, eaah 
prince placing himself at the head of his omi tae- 
oes ; and Am was beard on eU stdas tbe (±ying 
iif war-cries, and the sounding of gatbnng*noieB 
upon bugles and trumpets, by which tbe difiamnt 
ateagglen were sammoned to their prinaeVt ban- 
ner ; and tiie troops were sbordy seen in moden, 
each laldng different routes throng the camp to 
their own quarters. But alAovgh any immndiatr 
Act of vifii^eaoe was thus previeBtedy yet die acci- 
dent which had taken plaoe dwelt imewery Blind; 
and those fiMreigners, who bad dial monsing hail- 
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od mdutfd M die wotlhiail to kid tlim mmfj 
now rMiined their pvquiicei against hie pride 
and i&lolemice, wkOe the Englnhy oonemiBg die 
honour of their country connected with the quar- 
rel, of which ▼aaoua reports had gou about, con- 
aldefed the natives of other countries jeakms of 
the fiune of Enghnd and her Smg, and disposed 
to undermine it by die aseanest arts of intrigue. 
Many and wrions were die rumours spread upon 
the oecasiim, and diere was one whidi avened 
that the Queen and her bdies had been much 
akrmed by die tumnh, and that one of them had 
swooned. 

The council assendded at die appointed hour. 
Coniade had in the meanwhile laid ailde his dis- 
honoured dress, and with it the shame and confii- 
sion which, in spite of his talents and promptitude, 
had at first oyerwhelmed him, owing to the strange* 
ness of die accident, and suddenness of the accu- 
sation. He was now robed like a prince, and en-^ 
tcred die coundLehamber attended by the Arch- 
Duke of Austria, the Grand Masters bodi of die 
Temple and of die Ordar of Saint John, and se- 
veral other potentates, who made a show of sup- 
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fatting Urn onI defending his Mose, c)H€%per. 
haps from political mottr^S) or because they them- 
scihes nouriahed a personal enmity against Ridn- 
aid. 

This appearance of nnion in finroor of Conrade 
was £k from influenring the King of England. 
He ento^ the eonncii widi his usual indifference 
of niMinery and in the same dress in which he had 
just aligbted from horsebacL He cast a cardess 
and semewliat seomfiil glance on the leaders, who 
had with studied aSeetatlon anau gc d themsdvea 
around Conrade, «s if owning his cause, and in 
the most direct terms charged Conrade of Mimt- 
serrat with lundng stolen the Banner of England, 
and wounded the &idiliil animal who stood in its 



Conrade arose boldly to answer, and in despite, 
as lie expressed himself, of man and hrnte, Ung 
or do^, avouched Us innocence of the crime char- 
ged. 

'' Brother of England,'' said Philip, who will, 
inf^y assumed the character of moderator of the 
assembly, ^ dbis is an unonial impeachment We 
do not hear you avouch your own knowledge of 
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tlus iBfttter, fiuriher thm ymur beKtf reiliiig upon 
the dflmeanour of this bound ttnrards the Marquis 
of Mentserrat. Sniely the word of a knight and 
a prince should bear him out against the barking 
ofaeur?'' 

'f Boyal brother,'' returned Bidiaid, << recollect 
that the Ahnighty, who ga^e the dog to be com- 
panion of our pleasures and our toils, hadi inTostI 
ed him with a nature noUa and incapable of de- 
oat. He foigets neither £riend nor fi>e — ^wmem- 
hers, and with accuracy, both benefit and injury. 
He. hath a share of man's intelligence^ but no 
share of man's falsehood. You will bribe a sol- 
dier to slay a man with his sword, or a witness to 
take life by fidsc accusation; but you cannot 
make a hound tear his benefactor*-he is the friend 
of man, save when man justly incurs his enmity. 
Dress yonder Msvqub in what peacock-robes you 
will— disguise his i^peaxance— alter his com- 
plexion with drugs and washes— hide him amidst 
an hundxedmen— I will yet pawn my sceptre that 
the hound detects him, and expresses his resent* 
ment as you have tUs day bdbeld. This is no 
new incident, although a strange one. Murderers 
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■Bd robben !!•▼• been, ere now, eonyieted, and 
gaffing detth under each evidence^ and men lum 
aaid duil the finger of Ood wae in it In diiae 
own land, royal brother, and upcm each an ooca^ 
aion, the matter waa tried by a solemn duel be- 
twixt the man and the dog, aa qipellant and de- 
fendant in a diallenge of murder. The dog was 
victorious, the man waa puniahed, and the ctnae 
was confessed. Cxedit me, royal brother, that 
hidden crimea hate often been brought to ]%ht 
by the testimony even of inanimate su hst a nc e a, 
not to mention animala fiur inferior in inatinctive 
aagadty to the dog, who ia the finend and com- 
panion of our race.^ 

<« Such a duel there hath indeed been, loyal 
brother,'* answered Philip, « and that in the 
reign of one of our predecessors, to whom Grod be 
gracious. But it was in the oUen time^ nor can 
we hold it a precedent fitting for this occasioii. 
The defendant in that case was a private gentle* 
man, of small ranker respect ; his ofoiaive wea> 
pons were only a dub, hia defenalve a leathern 
jerldn. But we cannot degrade a prince to rude 
arms, or such a combat.'' 
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<' I mwtat mewl thik y«Ni ihsuU,'* said King 
Biduttd ; ** it were foul jday to hasard the good 
hound's life againaft that of each a doiiUo-fiiced 
traitor aatbiaConrade hath proved hiaaelC But 
there lies our own gloTe--ire appeal him to the 
oombat in reapect of the erideiiee we favoiight finrth 
9gmmt lum-— A kiiig» at leaat, ia more than the 
matoofamaiquia/' 

Comade made no haa^ effi>rt to aeiae on the 
pledge which BidUrd caat into die middle of the 
aaiemUy) ayid King PhiUp had time to reply, ere 
the Maiqnia made a motion to lift the gkve. 

" A kmgf'^ Mid he of France^ '< ia aa much 
more than match for the Marquia Conrade, aa a 
dog would be leas. Boyal Biqhard, this oannot 
be permitted. You are the leader of our eiqpadi* 
tieP!-<*-tbe sword and buckler of Christendom.'' 

" I protest against such a combat«'' said the 
Venetian proveditore, *< until the King of £ng« 
hmd shall hare repaid the fifty tlumsand besants 
^hich he is indeUed to the republic Itis^ouf^ 
to be threatened irilh loss of our d^t» should our 
debtor feU by tbe bands of the Pagans, without 
the additional risk of his being slain in brawls 
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tmongst ChrittMtts, oonoenung dogs and ban* 

'' And I,"" said William widi idle I^ng Sir«rd; 
Earl of Sdaslwiy, '< protest in my torn againBt 
my royal brother perilling his life, which is the 
pr oper ty of the people of England, in mich a 
cause.^-«-Here, noUe brother, receive bade yonr 
glove, and think only as if the wind had Uown it 
from your hand. Mine shall lie in its stead. A 
king's son, tfioogH with tlte bar sinister on his 
shield, is at least a maldi for tins marmoset of a 
marqpiis.^ 

<< Princes and nobles,'' said Conrade, <^ I win 
not accept of King Richard^s defiance. He hath 
been chosen our leader i^eiainst the Saracens, and 
if his conscience can answer the accusation of 
provoking an ally to the field on a quarrel so fix- 
volous, mme^ at least, cannot endure the reproach 
of accepting it. But touchmg his bastard brother, 
William of Woodstock, or against any other who 
shall adopt, or shall dare to stand godfather to 
this most false charge, I will defend my honour in 
the lists, and prove whomsoever impeaches it a 
false liar."" 
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'« The Mavquk of MMtMfral,'' iiid the Aidi- 
bishop of Tyie, ^ hath spoken like a wise and 
moderate gentlein w ; and iMthinks this eontro- 
veny might, without diahenour to any party, end 
at this point^ 

. <^.Metbmks it might so termmate,'' said the 
King of France, ^< provided King Ridiard will 
recal his accusation, as made upon oreT sligfat 
grounds.^ 

' ^^ Flnlip of France,"^ answered Cceor de Lion, 
^' mjr words shall never do my thoughts so much 
injury. I have charged yonder Conrade as a tinef, 
who, under cloud of night, stole from its place 
the emblem of England^ dignity. I still believe 
and charge him to be such ; and when a day is 
appointed for the combat, doubt not that, since 
Coxurade declines to meet us in person, I will find 
a champion to appear in support of my challenge ; 
for thou, William, must not thrust thy long sword 
into this quarrel without our special licence.^ 

<< Since my rank makes me arbiter in this most 
unhappy matter,^ said Philip of France, ^' I ap- 
point the fifth day from hence for the decision 
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theraofi by way of ewalMit, accotduig to knightly 
UMge—Riehiurd, Kiag of Enghiid, to apposr fay 
hia chMDpioii m ap|ieUaiit» and Conndt, Mavqak 
of Mcmtierrat» in his own ptraoot as defendant. 
Yet I own, I know not where to find nentral 
ground where snoh a quarrel may be feight oat; 
Ibr it must not be in the neighbourhood of Aii 
camp, where the soldiers would make faction on 
the different sides."" 

'« It were well;' said Richard, '' to 9ipply to 
the gffneronty of the royal Saladin« sincoi heathen 
as he is, I hare never known knight more fill- 
ed of aoUeness, or to whose good fiiiih we may 
so peremptorily intKust ourselves. I speak thus 
6r those who may be doubtfiil of mishap*-for 
myseU; wherever I see my foe^ I make thaA spot 
my batde.ground."' 

<< Be it so,"' siad Philip ; ^^ we will make this 
matter known to SakHKn, although it be showing 
to an enemy the unhappy spirit of diseord wbich 
we would willingly hide from even oursdves; were 
it possible* Meanwhile, I dismiss this assembly* 
and duurge you all, as Christ men and noMe 
knights, that ye let this unhappy feud breed no 

13 
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Aurther brawHng in the canip, but rcgaird it as a 
thing solemnly referred to the judgnfient of God, 
to tirhom each of you should pray that he will 
dispose of Victory in the combat according to the 
truth of the quarrel ; and therewith may His wiU 
be done P 

-' ** Amen, amen !^ was answered on all sides t 
while the Templar whispered the Marquis, << Coii- 
rade, wilt thou not add a petition to be delivered 
from the power of the dog, as the Psalmist hath 
it P** 

** Peace thou,"* replied the Marquis ; " there is 
a revealing demon abroad, which may report, 
amongst other tidings, how far thou dost carry tlie 
motto of thy order-^/Vrio/ur Leo.*^ 

" Thou wilt stand the brunt of challenge ?"" 
said the Templar. 

" Doubt me not,'' said Conrade. " I would 
not, bdeed, have willingly met the iron arm of 
Richard himself, and 1 shame not to confess that 
1 rejoice to be free of his encounter. But, fix)m 
his bastard brother downward, the man breather 
not in his ranks whom I fear to meet'' 

VOL. IV. a 
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'< It 18 wdl you are so confident,'' continued 
the TenpUur i ** and in that case, the fangs of 
yonder hound have done more to ^ssdre this 
kague of pxinoes, than either thy devices, or the 
iUggBt of the Charcgite. Seest thou how, under 
a brow studiously overclouded, Philip cannot con« 
eeal the aatisfaotioin wMch he fteb at the prospect 
of release item the alliance which sat so heavy on 
hka ? Mark how Henry of Champagne smiles to 
himself, like a sparkling goUet of lus own wine-* 
and see the chuckling delight of Austria, who 
thinks his quaxzel is about to be avenged, without 
risk or trouble of his own.* Hush, he approaches. — 
A most grievous chance, most royal Austria, ihat 
these breaches in the walls of our Zion-— '^ 

^ If thou meanest this crusade,^ replied the 
Duke, ^ I would it were crumbled to pieces, and 
eadli were safe at home.-^I speak this in confi* 
deaee.'' 

«< Botr sMd the Marquis of Montserrat, '< to 
think this disunion should be made by the hands 
of King Richard, for whose pleasure we have been 
contented to endure so much, and to whom we have 
been as submissive as slaves to a master, in hopes 
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that he would U9e hii valoiir agaiBst oat entmies, 
instead of exevcutng ifupoa our firicnda !^ 

^ I see not that he k so much more Talorous 
than others,'' said the Arch-DuW. ^^Ihelie^had 
dM BoUe Marquis met him in the hats, he would 
have bad the better ; for, though theisUmdevdeak 
heay J Uows with the pole^xe, he is not so vesy 
dexterous with the hmee. I should hare eared 
littk to have met him myself on our old quarrel, 
had the weal at Christendom permitted two sove* 
x^ga piiiioes to breathe themselyes in the fists 
— And if thou desirest it, noble Maiquis, I will 
myself be your godfiither in this eombat.'' 

^ And I akd,'' said the Grand Mastw. 

^^ Come^ then, and take your nooning in our 
tent, noble sirs,^' said the Duke, ** and we'll speak 
of this busn»96, oTer some light nieremHekL^ 

They entered together acoordingly. 

^ What said our patron and these great fofts to- 
gether ?** said Jonas Schwanker to his companion, 
the sprwh^sprecher^ who had used the freedom 
to press nigh to his master when die council was 
dismissed, while the jester -waited at a miMre re- 
speetjfiil distance. 
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^^ Servant of FoUy,^ said the spruch'Sprecher^ 
^^ moderate thy curiosity-^it beseems not that I. 
should tell to thee the councils of our master.'^ 

'^ Man of irisdom, you mistake,^ answered Jo- 
nas; '' we arie both the constant attendants on 
our patron, and it concerns us alike to know' whe- 
ther thou or I— Wisdom or Folly-^have the 
deeper interest in him.^ > 

/^He told to the Marquis,^ answered the 9pruch^ 
9precherj ^^ and to the Grand Master, that he was 
aweary of these wars, and would be glad he was 
safe at home.^ 

** That is a drawn cast, and counts for nothing 
in the game,^ said the jester ; ^* it was most wise 
to think thus, but great folly to tell it to others- 
proceed.^ 

^^ Ha^ hem !^ said the spruch-spretAer ; ^* be 
next said to them, that Uichard was not more va- 
lorous than others, or over dexterous in the tilt- 
yard.'' 

<< Woodcock of my side,'' said Schwanker; 
" this was egr^ous folly. What next ?" 

^^ Nay, I am something bUivious,'*' replied the 
man of wisdom—*' he invited them to a goUet 
cf nierenHein.'^ 
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*^ That hath a show of wisdom in it,^ said Jonai, 
*^ thou may'st mark it to thy credit in the mean-, 
time; but an he drink too much, as is most likely, 
I will have it pass to mine. Anything more ?^ 

'* Nothing worth memory,'' answered the ora* 
tor, ** only he wished l^e had taken the occasion 
to meet Richard in the lists.*" 

^^ Out upon it— out upon it !'' said Jonas— 
'^ this is such dotage of foUy, that I am well nigh 
ashamed of winning the game by it — ^Neverthe- 
less, fool as he is, we will follow him, most sage 
apruch^echer^ and have our share of the wine 
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CHAPTEH XII. 



Yet Uiis inconstancy is such, 
Aa thou too Shalt adore ; 
I eould not love thet, love, lo much, 
Loved I not honour more. 

MONTftOSE*S LtMS. 



When King Richard i^eturned to his tent, be 
commanded the Nubian to be brought before him. 
He entered with his usual ceremonial reverence, 
and, having prostrated himself, remained standing 
before the King, in the attitude of a slave await- 
ing the orders of his master. It was perhaps well 
for him, that the preservation of his character re- 
quired his eyes to be fixed on the ground, since 
the keen glance with which Richard for some time 
surveyed him in silence, would, if fully encoun- 
tered, have been difficult to sustain. 

" Thou canst well of wood-craft,^ said the 
King, after a pause, '^ and hast started thy game 
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End brought him to Uy, as aUy as ifTifBtrem 
himselfhadtBEghtthee. But this is not all--4e 
must he brought down at force. I myddf would 
have liked to hare levelled my hundng-spear at 
him. There are, it seems, respects whidi prerent 
this. Thou art about to return to the camp of the 
SoMan, bearing a letter, requiring of his courtesy 
to appoint neutral grouoad fer this deed of tti- 
vairjj and, shouM it consist with his pleasure, 
to ooneur with us in witneasing it. Now, speak- 
ing conjecturally, we think thou njght^st <faid in 
that camp some caralier, who, finr the krve of 
truth, and his own sogmentalion of hewmr, will 
do battle with this same traitor of Moutserrat.'* 

The Nubian raised his eyes and fixed diem on 
the Kmg with a look of eager ardour; then raised 
them to Heaven with such A4enm gratitude, ihat 
the water soon glistened in tkem—- then bent bis 
head, as affirming what Bichard desired, and re- 
sumed his usual posture of submissive attention. 

«< It is well,*" said the King ; '< and I see thy 
desire to oblige me in this matter. And hoceb, I 
must needs say, lies the excellence of such a ser- 
vant as thou, who hast not speedi either to debate 
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our purpofie, or. to require explanatiou of what we 
have; determined. An English serving-man, in 
thy place, had given, me his do^ed advice: to 
trust the combat with some good lance of my 
household, who, from my brother Longsword 
downwards, are . all on fire to do battle in my 
cause ; and a chattering Frenchman had made a 
thousand attempts to discover wherefore I look 
for a champion from the camp, of the infidels. 
But thoUf my silent agent, canst do mine errand 
without questioning or comprehendiiig it; witb 
thee to hear is to obey .'*' 

A bjend of the body, and a genuflection, were 
the appropriate answer cf the Ethiopian to these 
observations. 

*^ And now to another point,^^ said the King, 
and speaking suddenly and rapidly. — ^^ Have you 
yet seen Edith Plantagenet ?'' 

The mute looked up as in the act of being 
about to fspesky — ^nay, his lips had begun to utter 
a distinct negative,^— when the abortive attempt 
died away in the imperfect murmurs of the dumb. 
. " Why, lo you there r said the King. "The 
very sound of the name of a royal mmden, of 
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beauty so turpMsiiig as that of our lovely cou- 
sin, seems to baye power enough well mgh to 
make the dumb speak. Wbat miracles then might 
her eye work upon such a sulgect ! I wilL make 
the experiment^ friend slave; Thou shalt see this 
choice beauty of our court, and do the errand of 
the princely Soldan/^ 

Again a joyful glance— again a genuflecdon— 
but, as he arose, the King laid his hand heavily 
on his shoulder, and proceeded with stem gravity 
thus.— ^* Let me in one thing waim you, my sable 
envoy. Even if thou should^st feel that the kindly 
influence of her, whom thou art soon to behold, 
should loosen-the bonds of thy tongue, presently 
imprisoned, as the good Soldan expresses it, with- 
in the ivory walls of its castle, beware how thou 
chai^;est thy taciturn character, or utterest a word 
in her presence, even if thy powers of utterance 
were to be miraculously restored. Believe me, that 
I should havQ thy tongue extracted' by the roots, 
and its ivory palace, that is, I presume, its range 
.of teeth, drawn out one by one. Wherefore, be 
.wise and silent stiU.'^ 

The Nubian, so soon as the King had removed 
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hM heavy grasp fipom bis fliioulder» bent his head, 
and laid hk hand on his lips, in token of silent 
obodienee. 

But Ridiard again laid his band on him more 
gently, and added, ** This behest we lay on diee 
as on a Awft. Wert thou knight and gentleman, 
we would require thine honour in pledge ct thy 
rilenoe^ wbidi is one espeeial eondttiott of our 
present trust^ 

The Ethiopian laiaed hu body proudly, and 
looked full at the King, and laid his right hand 
on his heart 

Ridiaxd then summoned his ehamberimn. 

<< Go, Neville,'' he said, «' with this skve, to 
the tent of our royal consort, and say it is onr 
pleasure that he have an audience— a private au- 
dience— of oar cousin Edith. He is charged with 
a commisrion to her. Thou canst show him the 
way also, in case he requires thy guidance, though 
thou may'st have observed it is wonderful how fit- 
miliar he akeady scans to be with the purlieus of 
our camp.— And thou, too, friend Ethiop,'' the 
King continued, << what thou doest do quickly, 
and return faidier wiihin die half hour.'' 
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^' I Stand diBOOTered,^^ thought the Beeming 
Nubimiy «B, with downcast looks and folded arms, 
he followed the hasty stride of NeTiUe towa^ the 
tent of Queen Berengaaria. — ** I stand undoubt- 
edly discoYerad and unfolded to King Richaid ; 
yet I cannot percmve that his fesentment is hot 
against me. If I understand his words, and surely 
it is impossible to misinterpret them, he gives me 
a noble chance of redeeming my honour upon the 
crest of this folse Marquis, whose gdlt I read in 
his craven eye and quivering Hp, when the ohaige 
was made against him.— ^JSoswal, foithfoUy hast 
thou served thy master, and most dearly shall thy 
wrong be avenged !-^But what is the meaning of 
my jwesent permission to look upon her, whom I 
had dei^Nured ever to see again P*-And why or 
how can the royal Plantagenet consent that I 
should see his divine Unswoman, either as the 
messenger cf the heathen Saladin,or as the guilty 
exile whom he so lately expelled from his camp— 
his audacioiis avowal of the affection which is 
his pride, being the greatest enhancement of 
his giak ? That Ricbaid should comient to her 
receiving a letter from an infidel lover, by the 
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lumds of one of such disproportioxied rank, are 
either of them circumstances equally incredible, 
and, at the same time, inconsistent with each 
other. But Richard, when unmoved by his 
heady passions, is liberal, generous, and truly 
noble, and as such I will deal with him, and act 
according to his instructions, direct or implied, 
seddng to know no more than may gradually un- 
fold itself without my officious inquiry. To him 
who has given me so brave an opportunity to vin- 
dicate my tarnished honour, I owe acquiescence 
and obedience, and, painful as it may be, the debt 
shall be paid. And yet,^^ — ^thus the proud swelling 
of hb heart farther suggested,— ^^ Coeur de Lion, 
as he is called, might have measured the fisdings 
of others by hb own. / urge an address to hb 
kinswoman ! /, who never spoke word to her when 
I took a royal prize from her hand — ^when I was 
accounted not the lowest in feats of chivalry among 
the defenders of the Cross ! / approach her when 
in a base disguise, and in a servile habit — and, 
alas ! when my actual condition b that, of a slave, 
with a spot of dbhonour on that which was once 
my shield! /dothb! He little knows me. Yet 
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I thank him for the opportunity which may make 
us all better acquainted with each other.^ 

As he arrived at this conclusion^ they paused 
before the entrance of the Queen^s pavilion. 

They were of course admitted by the guards, 
and Neville, leaving the Nubian in a small apart-' 
ment or anti>chamber, which was but too well re- 
membered by him, passed into that which was 
used as the Queen^s presence chamber. He com-r 
municated his royal master^s pleasure in a low and 
respectful tone of voice, very different from the 
Uuntness of Thomas de Vaux, to whom Richard 
was everything, and the rest of the court, inclu^ 
ding Berengaria herself, was nothing. A burst of 
laughter followed the communication of his er- 
rand. 

*^ And what like is the Nubian slave, who comes 
ambassador on such an errand firom the Soldan ? — a 
negro, De Neville, is he not ?^ said a female voice, 
easily realized for that of Berengaria. ^^ A 
negro is he not, De Neville, with black skin, a 
head curled like a ram^s, a flat nose, and blubber 
lips— ha, worthy Sir Henry F'* 

^^Let not yourGrace forget the shin-bones,"" said 
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aBOther voice, *^ bent outwards like the edge of a 
Saracen scunitar.^ 

<< Bather like the how of a Cupid, since he 
comes upon a loTer*a emiid,^ sud the Queen. 
^' Gentle Neville^ thoa art ever pionpt to plea- 
isure ns poor women^ who have so little to pass 
away our idle momente. We must see this mes- 
senger of love. Torks and Moors have I seen 
many, bnt Ntgtu neveiw^ 

'^ I am created to obey your Graee^s commands, 
so yon will bear me out with my sovereign for 
doing 80,^ answoEed the debonair kni^t *< Yet, 
let me assnre yoor Graee, yon will see somewhat 
difliBNBt from what you expect** 

** So mudi the better — uglier yet dian our 
imaginations can fancy, yet the chosen love«mes* 
senger of this gaHant Soldan T 

'' Gradous Madam,"" sud Ae Lady CaKsta, 
*^ may I implore yon would permit the good 
knight to carry this messenger straight to the 
Lady Edith, to whom his credentials are address- 
ed ? We have already escaped hardly for sudi a 
froUc." 

" Escaped F'^-^repeated the Queen soomfuDy. 

16 
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'< Yet tlKm niiiy'sl be ri{^» COktm, in thy cw- 
ticsk— to tUs Nubiaiit as thou caUest hiio,. fiist do 
his errwid to oux cousiiir-^Betides^ he is Buste too 
•—4b he not ?^ 

<< He i8» gracious Madaas*"" answeied the Imight. 

<< Royal 8iK»t have these Eastern ladies^ said 
BermgrnAf ''attended by those befote whom th^ 
vmf say anydiing, yet who ean lepan mthii^. 
Whereas in our earnp^ as the Prelate ot SaiBt 
Jude's is w<mt to say, n bird of the air will carry 
die mattor.'' 

'' Because^"* said De Neville, << your Grace 
fidgets that you speak within canvass watts.'' 

The voices smidkon this observation, and after 
a little whii^ering, the Ei^ah knight again re- 
turned to the Ethiopian, and made him a sign to 
fbUow. He did so, and Neville conducted him to 
a pavilion, pitcb^ somewhat apart fieem that q£ 
the Queen, finr the aoeommodation, it seemed, of 
the Lad^ ££th and her attoidanta* One of her 
C<^rtick maidens received the message eommuni*- 
caled by Sk Henry Neville, and» in the space of 
a voy &w minutes, the Nubian was ushered 
into Edith's presence, while Neville was left on 
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the outside of the tent llie slate who intro-' 
duced him withdrew on a mgnal firom ha- mis- 
tress, and it was with humiUation, not of the pos- 
ture only, but of the very inmost soul, that the 
unfortunate knight, thus strangdy ' disguiseil, 
threw himself on one knee, with looks bent on the 
ground, and arms folded on his bosom, like a cri* 
minal who expects his doom. Edith was dad in 
die same manner as when she received King 
Richard, her long transparent dark veil hanging 
around her like the shadb of a summer night on a 
beautiful landscape, disguising and rendering ob- 
scure the beauties which it could not hide. She 
held in her hand a silver lamip, fed with some aro- 
matic spirit, which burned with unusual bright- 
ness. 

When Edith came within a step of the kneel- 
ing and motionless slave, she held the light to- 
wards his face, as if to p^use his features more 
attentively, dien turned fiiom him, and placed her 
lamp so as to throw the shadow of his fate in pro^ 
file upon the curtain which hung beside. She at 
length spoke in a voice composed, yetdeeply sor- 
rowful. 

10 
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^^ Is it you ? — Is it indeed yoi^ brave Knij^t 
x)f the Leopard— gallant Sir Kenneth of Scot- 
land—la it indeed you ?— thus servilely disguised 
—thus surrounded by an hundred dangers P"^ 
^ At hearing the tones of his lady's voice thus 
unexpectedly addressed to him, and in a tone of 
compassion approaching to tenderness, a conre* 
spending reply rushed to the knight^s lips, and 
scarce could Richard's commands, and his own 
promised silence, prevent his answering, that the 
sight he saw, the sounds he just heard, were suf- 
fident to recompense the slavery of a life, and 
dangers which threatened that life every hour. 
He did recollect himself, however, and a deep 
and impassioned sigh was his only reply to the 
high-bom Edith's question. 

^* I oee I know I have guessed right—''" conti- 
nued Edith. *^ I marked you from your first ap^ 
pearance near Ae platform on which I stood with 
the Queen* I knew, too, your valiant hound. She 
is no true lady, and is unworthy of the service of 
such a knight as thou art, from whom disguises 
of dress or hue could conceal a faithful servant. 
Speak, then, without fear, to Edith Plantagenet. 

voi;. IV. R 
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SM knows how to grace in ad^fenky the good 
lo^ght who served, hodoiired» and did deedti rf 
araia in her name when fortune befriended him.<— « 
Still nknt ! Is it fear or shame ibat keeps thee 
so t Fear should be unknown to thee ; and £dr 
shane, let it remain with those who have wrong^sd 
thee.^ 

The kn^ht, in despair at being oUiged to fAay 
the mute in an interview so interesting, oonld only 
express his mortification by sighing deeply, am} 
laying his finger ap<m his lips. Bdith stepped 
back, as if somewhat displeased. 

^< What r she said, " the Asiatic mute in v^ 
deed, as well as in attire ? This I looked not for«- 
Or Aoii may^st scorn me, perhaps, for thus bold* 
ly acknowledging that I have heedAiOy observed 
the homage thou hast paid me ? Hold no tmwor- 
thy thoughts of Edith on that account She knows 
well the bounds which reserve and modesty pr^ 
scribe to.high*-bom maidens, and she knows when 
and how far they should give place to gratitude-^ 
to a sincere desire that it were in her power to re- 
pay services and repair iiguries, arising from the 
devotion which a good knight bore towards her.-^ 
Why fold thy hands together, and wring them 
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with SO mudi paanon P^^^-Cati it be,'' the added, 
shnnkiDg back at die idea-— ^^ that their crueHjr 
has actually deprived thee of speech? Thra 
riiakeit thy head. Be it a spelt—be it obetbaey, 
I questton thee no fiother, but kare thee to do* 
thine errand after tfafaie own fashion. I also can 
be mute.^ 

The disguised knight wade an. action as if at 
once tametitiiig his own condition, innd depiecating 
her displeasure, while at the same time he pie- 
sented tohor, wraj^ed, as usual, in fine silk and* 
cloth of gold, the letter of the SoUan. She took 
itf surveyed it carelessly, then laid it aside, and 
beadbg her eye3 once more on the knight, she 
said in a low toner— ^^ Not even # word to do thine 
errand tome?'* 

He pressed both his hands to his brow, as if to 
animate the pun which he felt at beiii^ unable to 
obey her; but she turned fiom him in. anger. 

*< Begone r she said. << I have spoken enough— 
too much — to one who will not waste on me a word 
m reply. Begone ! — and say, if I have wronged 
thee, I have done penance ; fi^r if I have been 
the unhappy means of dragging thee down froAi 
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a stotion of honour^ I have, in this interview, finr^ 
gotten my own worth, and lowered myself in thy 
eyes and in my own.^ 

She oovered her eyes with her hand, and seem- 
ed deeply agitated. Sir Kenneth would have iqp- 
proached, bat she waved him bacL 

^^ Stand off I thou whose soul Heaven hath suit- 
ed to its new stati<ni I Aught less dull and fear- 
fiil than a slavish mute had spoken a word of 
gcatitade, were it but to recondle me to my own 
degradation. Why pause you ? — ^begone r 

The disguised knight almost involuntarily look- 
ed towards the letter as an apology for protracting 
his stay. She snatched it up, saying in a tone of 
irony and contempt, ^ I had forgotten — ^the duti- 
ful slave waits an answer to his message. — HowV 
tfai»— from the Soldan i"" 

She hastily ran over the contents, which were 
expressed boUi in Arabic and French, and when 
she had done, she laughed in bitter anger. 

*^ Now this passes ima^ation !^ she said ; ^^ no 
jongleur can show so deft a transmutation ! He can 
convert zechins and bezants into doite and mara* 
vedies ; but can his art convert a Christian knight, 
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ever esteemed among the bravest of the Holy Cru- 
^sade, into the^ust-kissing slave of a heathen Sol- 
dan — the bearer of his insolent prcqiosals to a 
Christian maiden—- nay, forgettmg the laws of ho- 
nourable chivahry, as well as of religion ! But It 
avails not talking to the willing slave of a heathen 
hound. Tell your master, when his scourge shall 
have found thee a tongue, that which thou hast 
seen me do."*— So saying, she threw the Sbldan^s 
letter on the ground, and placedher foot upon it— 
«( And say to him, that Edith Plantagenet scorns 
the homage of an unchristened Pagan.^ 

With these words she was about to shoot from 
the knight, when, kneeling at her feet in bitter 
^agony, he ventured to by his hand upon her 
robe and oppose her departare. 

'' Heardst thou not what I said, dull slave ?"" 
she said, turning short round on him, and speak* 
ing with emphasis ; ^ tell the heathen Soldan, thy 
master, that I scorn his suit, as much as I despise 
the prostration of a worthless renegade to religion 
and chivalry — to God and to his lady !** 

So saying she burst from him, tore her gar- 
ment from his grasp, and left the tent. 
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The Toice of Neyilte, at the mane time, tum- 
ttoned Um from without. Exhausted and stajn- 
fied by the distress he had imdergcme during this 
interview, from which he could iHoly have extrica- 
ted hini$df by breach of the engagement which he 
had formed wiA King Richard* the^unfortunate 
knight staggered rather than walked after the 
Ei^Iish baron, till they reached the royal pavi- 
lion, before which a party of horsemen had just 
dismounted. There was light and motion within 
the tent, and when Neville entered with his dis- 
guised attendant, they found the King, with se^ 
veral of his nobility, engaged in welcoming those 
who weire newly arrived. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

'' The lean I ihed mutt ever fall ! 
I weep not for an absent twain. 
For time in»|r h«p)»icr hoan recall, 
And parted lovert meet again. 

*^ I weep not for the tilent dead. 
Their paint are patt, their torrowt o*er, 
And those they lored their ttepe muat tread, 

When death thall join to part no more.** 

But woite than absence, worse than death, 
She wept. her loyer't tullied fame. 
And find with all the pride of Urth, 
She wept a idldier*t injured name. 

BaBad, 

The frank and bold voiee of Richard was 
heard ia joyous gratulntion. 

'< Thomas de Vaux ! stout Tom of the Gills ! by 
the head of King Henry thou art welcome to me 
as erer was flask of wine to a jolly toper! I should 
scarce have known how to order my battle array* 
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unless I had thy bulky fonn in mine eye as a 
landmark to form my ranks upon. We shall 
havci blows anon, Thomas, if the saints be gra- 
dous to us ; and had we fought in thine absence, 
I would have looked to hear of thy being found 
han^g upon an elder-tree.^ 

<< I should have borne my disappointment with 
more Christian patience, I trust,^ said Thomas de 
Vaux, ^^ than to have died the death of an apos- 
tate. But I thank your Grace for my welcome, 
which is the more generous, as it respects a ban- 
quet of blows, of which, saving your pleasure, you 
are ever too apt to engross the laiger share ; but 
here have I brought one, to whom your Grace will, 
I know, give a yet warmer welcome." 

The person who now stepped forward to make 
obeisance to Richard, was a young man of low 
stature and slight form. His dress was as modest 
as his figure was unimpressive, but he bore on his 
bonnet a gold buckle, with a gem, the lustre of 
which could only be rivalled by the fariUiangrof 
the eye which the bonnet shaded. It was the only 
striking feature in his countenance; but when, 
once noticed, it uniformly made a strong impre»> 
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sion on the spectator. Aboat his neck there hung 
in a scarf of sky-blne silk a wrest^ as it was call-^ 
ed,— that is, the key with which a harp is timed^ 
and which was of solid gold. 

This personage would have kneeled reverently 
to Richard, but the monarch raised him in joyful 
haste, pessed him to his bosom warmly, and kiss^ 
ed him on either side c£ the face« 

<^ Blondel do Nesle V* he exclaimed joyfully^-^ 
<< welcome from Cyprus, my king of minstrels f 
welcome to the King of England, who rates not 
his own dignity more highly than he does thine. 
I have been sick, man, and, by my soul, I believe 
it was for bck of thee ; for, were I half way to 
the gate of Heaven, methinks thy strains could 
call me bacL-^And what news, my gentle master, 
from the land of the lyre ? Anything fresh from 
the trouveurs rf Provence ?— anything from the 
minstrels of merry Normandy ?— above all, haat 
thou thyself been busy ? — ^But I need not ask 
thee— thou catf st not be idle if thou would'st— 
thy noble qualities are like a fire burning within, 
and compel thee to pour thyself out in music and 
song.'*' 
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' ^^ Something I faav« learned, and tcfmething I 
have done, noble King/' anaw^red the odebrated 
Blondel, with a retiring modaaty, whieh all Bich^ 
ard's enthusiastic admiration of his skill bad been 
unable to banish. 

'^ We will heat th^ manr— we wfll hear fliee 
instantly,'' said the King;— then touching Blon- 
del's shoulder kindly^ be added* '' diat is, if thou 
art not fiitigned with thy journey ; fbr I would 
sooner ride my best horse to death, than injuve a 
note of thy voice.*^ 

'^ My voice is, as ever^ at the service ci my 
royal patron,'' said Blbndel ; ^^ but your Msfes- 
ty," he added, looking at some papers on the ta- 
Ue, ^^ seems more importantly engaged, and the 
hour wajtes late." 

*^ Not a whit, man, not a whit, my dearest 
Bfendel. I did but sketch an array of battle 
agiSnst the Saracens, a thing ot a moment— -al- 
most as soon done as the routmg of them." 

*< Methinks, however," said Thomas de Vaux, 
*^ it were not unfit to inquire what soldiers your 
Graoe hath to array. I bring reporta on that sub- 
ject from Ascalon." 
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*< Thou art « mule, Thdnmsr said the King— 
« a very miile for dulnes^ and obstinacy i-^Come^ 
nobl^iB^— a hidl^-«a ball !— irange ye Aroiind him — 
Give Bl(»idel the tabcmiet-^Wfaere is hu harp- 
bearer ?— or, soft — ^lend him my harp, his own 
may be damaged by the jonriiey.^ 

*' I would your Grace would take my leport,^ 
snd Thomas ide Vmx.' << I have ridden fiir, and 
have more list to my bed thau'to have my ears 
ticUed.'' 

'< Thy ears ticUedT said the King; '< that 
must be widi a woodcock^s feather, Imd not with 
sweet sounds. Hark diee, Thomas, do thine ears 
know the singing of Blondel from the braying of 
an ass?'' 

** In faith, my li^e,'' replied Thoihas, ^^ I can* 
not well say ; but setting Blondel out of the ques- 
tioil, who is a bom gentlemaii, and doubtless of 
hi|^ ac^jpairen&ents, I shall never» for thie sake of 
your Grace's question, look on a iainstrel, but I 
will diink upon au ass." 

'' And might not your mAnners,'' sttd Richard^ 
*^ have eicefM^d me, who am a gcfntleman bora 
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«8 wdl «8 Blondel, and like Um a goild-brother 
of the Joyeuae science ?^ 

** Your Grace should remember,^ said De 
Vaux, smiling, ** that 'tis useless asking for man- 
ners from a mule.^' 

^* Most truly spoken,"* said the King; ^< and 
an ill-conditioned animal thou art— But cotne 
hidier, master mule, and be unloaded, that thou 
may^st get thee to thy litter, irithout any music 
being wasted on thee.— -Meantime do thou, good 
brother of Salisbury, go to our consortia tent, and 
tell her that Blondd has arrived, with his bud- 
get fraught with the newest minstrel^ — ^Bid her 
come hither instantly, and do thou iescort her, and 
see that our cousin, Edith Plantagenet, remain 
not behind.^ 

His eye then rested for a moment on the Nu* 
bian, with that expression of doubtful meaning, 
which his countenance usually displayed when 
he looked at him. 

*^ Ha, our silent and secret messenger returned ? 
—Stand up, slave, behind the back of De Neville, 
and thou shalt hear pi«sently sounds which will 
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make thee Uess God that he afflicted thee rather 
with dumbness than dea&ess."^ 

So saying, he turned from the rest of the C(nn. 
pany towards De Vaux^ and plunged instantly 
into the military details which that baron laid be* 
fi>rehim« 

About the time that the Lord of Gilsbmd had 
finished his audience, a messenger announced that 
ihe Queen and her attendants were approaching 
the royal tent — ^' A flask of wine, ho ^ said the 
King ; ^* of old King Isaac^s long-saved Cyprus, 
which we won when we stormed Famagousta— 
fiU to the stout Lord of Gildand, gentle*— a more 
careful and faithfiil servant never hadany prince."^ 

'* I am glad,^ said Thomas de Vaux, ^* that your 
Grace finds the mule a useful slave, though his 
voice be less musical than horse*hair or wire.'^ 
. *^ What, thou can^st not yet digest that quip 
pf the mule ?"" said Richard. ^* Wash it down 
with a brimming flagon, man, or thou wilt choke 
upon it — ^Why, so— >well pulled ! — and now I will 
lell thee, thou art a soldier as well as I, and we 
must brook each other's jests in the hall, as each 
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Other'*! blows in the tonniey, and lore each other 
the harder we hit. By my ftiftb, if thou didak 
not hit me as hard as I did thee in our kte en- 
counter, thou gayest all thy wit to the thnist' 
Bat hare lies the di£%!feiice betwixt thee and 
Blondel. Thou art but my comrade — I might say 
tuy piipil — ^in the art of war ; Blondel is my mas- 
ter in the science of misstrelfly and music To 
thee I permit the freedom of intimacy— to him I 
must do reverence,* as to my sttpeilor in his art 
Corner man, be not peeirish, but remain and hear 
our glee.^ 

^* To see your Majesty in such che^iul mood,* 
said the Lord of Gilsland, «' by my faith, I coidd 
remain till Blondel had achieved the ^eat Ro- 
mance of King Arthur, which lasts for three 
days;' 

" We will not tax your patience so deeply,** said 
die King. ^^ But see, yonder glare of torches 
without shows that our consort appoaches — ^Away 
to receive her, man, and win thyself grace in the 
brightest eyes of Christendom. — Nay, never stop 
to adjust thy cloak. See, thou hast let NevUli 
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eome between the wind nd tfae taib of Aj gil.. 

ley.'* 

<< He was never before me in the field (tf btttle,"* 
said De Vaux, not greatly pleased to see himself 
anticipated by the more active service of tho 
eh^berlain. 

** No« neither he nor any one went brfore thee 
there, my good Tom of the Gills/' said the Kin|^ 
*^ unless it wae oursdf^ now and then.^' 

*^ Ay, my liege/* said De Vanx, << and let us do 
justice to the unf<»tttnate ;•— the unhappy Knight 
of the Leopard hath been before me, too, at a 
season; for, look you, he weighs less on horse^ 
baok, and so— — "* 

<< Hush r said the King, interrupting him in 
a peremptory tone-^^< not a word of. him*^'" and 
instantly stepped forward to greet his royal con* 
sort ; and when he had done so, he presented to 
her Blondel, as king of minstrelsy, and his master 
in the gay science. Berengaria, who well knew 
that her royal husband's passion for poetry and 
music almost .equalled his appetite for warlike 
fame, and that Blondel was his especial favourite, 
took anxious care to receive him with all the flat- 
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tering difltinc^ns due to one whom the King de- 
lighted to honour. Yet it was eyident, that, 
thou|^ Blondel made suitable retuniB to the com- 
]p1iment8 showered on him something too abun- 
dmtly by the royal beauty, be owned with deeper 
reverence and more humble gratitude the simple 
and graceful welcome of Edith, whose kindly 
greeting appeared to him, perhaps, sincere in pro- 
portion to its fareyity and simplicity, 
r Both the Queen and her royal husband were 
f ware of this distinctbn, and Bichard, seeing his 
^nsort somewhat piqued at the preference as- 
signed to his cousin, by which perhaps he himsdf 
did not feel much gratified, said in the hearing of 
both,— ^^ We minstrels, Berengaria, as thou 
piay^st see by the bearing of our master Blondel, 
pay more reverence to a severe judg^ like our 
kinsw(Mnan, than to a kindly partial fiiend, like 
thyself, who is willing to take our worth upon 
trust." 

Edith was moved by this sarcasm of her royal 
kinsman, and hesitated not to reply, that, ** To 
})e a harsh and severe judge, was not an attribute 
proper to her alone of all the Flantagenets.'^ 

9 
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She had perhaps Mid more, having some toadi 
of the lewper of that house, which, deriving their 
name and oogniaance ftom the lowly faraiom 
(JNbfilft GetiiUia)^ assumed as an emblem of hu- 
ttffity, were perfaaps one of the proudest fkmilies 
thai ever ruled in Enj^and ; hut her eye^ when 
kindling in her reply, suddenly caught those 
of the Nubian, altfiengh he endeavoured to con^ 
eeal hunself behind the nobles who were piesent, 
and she sunk upon a seat, turning so pale, that 
the Queen Berengaria deemed herself obliged to 
eidl for water and essences, and to go through the 
mother eeremeiiies appropriate to a lady^s awoon. 
Riciiaid, who bettor estimated Edith's strength 
c£ mind, called to Blondel to assume his seat and 
commence his lay, declaring, that minstrelsy was 
werdi ev^ otl^r recipe to recall a Plantagenet to 
fife.~<« SSng us,"* he said, ^ that song oiP the 
Bloody Vest, of which thou didst formerly j^ve 
me the argument, ere t left Cyprus ; thou mu6t 
he perfect in it by this time, or, as our yeomen 
say. Ay bow is broken."" 

The anxious eye of the minstrel, however, 
dwelt on Edith, and it was not till he observed 
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her returiiiog colour that he obeyed the repeated 
oommandfl of the King. Then, aooompanyuig his 
voice with the harp, so as to grace, bat yet not 
drown, the sense of what he sung, he chanted in a 
sort of redtadve, one of those andent adventures 
of love and knighthood, which were wont of yore 
to win the public attention. So soon as he began 
to prelude, the insignificancy of his personal ap- 
pearance seemed to disappear, and his countenifnce 
glowed with energy and inspiratbn. His fiill, 
manly, mellow voice, so absolutdy under com- 
mand of the purest taste, thrilled on every ear, 
and to every heart. Richard, rejoiced '-as after 
victory, called out the appropriate summons for 
silence, 

Listen, lords, in bower and hall ; 

while, with the zeal of a patron at once and a 
pupil, he arranged the drcle around, and hashed 
them into silence ; and he himself sat down with 
an air of expectation and interest, not altogether 
unmixed with the gravity of the professed critic. 
The courtiers turned their eyes on the King, that 
they might be ready to trace and imitate the emo- 
tions his features should express, and Thomas de 



Digiti; 



zed by Google 



TALKS OF THK CftUSADKBS. 275 

Vaux yawned tremendoady, as one who submit- 
ted unwillingly to a wearisome penance. Thesong 
of Blondel was of course in the Norman language ; 
but the Terses whidi follow, express its meaning 
and its manner. 

ffidr MUumtH Ftst 

Twas near the fair dtf of Benerent, 
When the mm wm aetdng on boo^ and beat. 
And knights were preparing in bower and tent, 
On the eve of the Baptiat'i tournament ; 
When in Lincohi green a atiipUng gent, 
WeU leeming a page by » prinoeit lent, 
Wandtt'd the camp, auA, atUI af he wMtf, 
Inquired for the Englishman, Thomaf a Kent. 

Far hath he fiued, and ftrthec must floe, 
Till he finds his payilion nor stately nor rare,— 
Little saye iron and steel was there ; 
And, as lacking the coin to pay armourer's care. 
With his sinewy arms to the Moulders bare. 
The good knight with hammer and file did repair 
The mail that UMnorrow must see him wear. 
For the honour of Saint John and his lady fair. 

^' Thus speaks my lady," the page said he. 
And the knight bent lowly both head and knee, 
^« She is Benerent's princess so hi^ in degree. 
And thou art as lowly as knight may well be- 
lle that would dimb so lofty a tree, 
Or spring such a gulf as divides her iirom thee. 
Mutt dare some high deed, by which aU men may see 
His ambition is back*d by his hAe chivalrie. 
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«< Tbefdtee thus speaks my My)** the &Ik piige be ^^ 
And the knight lowly louted with hand and with head, 
*< Fling aside the good atmeur in which tbon a|t dad, 
And don thou this weed of her night gear instead, - 
' For a hauberk of sted, a kirtle of thread ; 
Alii eNKg«» thvt ttted, is the tounsnest dxeed, 
And fight as thy wont is where most blood is shed. 
And bring honour away, or remain with the dead.** 

Untioabled in WliP*^ a^ oiHinMlhiid in i|ifl| freest, 
The knight the weed hath taken, and reverently hath kfes'd ;— . 
<< Now blessed be the moment, the messenger be blest I 
Much honoured do I hold me in joay l«dy 's high l^hest ; 
And say unto my ladj^^, in this dear night-weed dressed, 
To the firmest armed (champion I wUJi not ynil my cxest. 
But if I live and bear. me weU *tla her tur^ to take the test" 
Here, gentles, ends the foi^mQst fytte, of the Lay of the ]Uoody 
Vest. 

^^ Thou hast changed the measure upon us 
unawares in that ladt couplet, my Blondel P^ said 
the King. 

" Most true, my lord,'' said Blondel. "I ren- 
dered th« Tenses from the Italian of an old harper, 
whom I m|9t in Cyprus, and not haying had time 
either to translate it accurately, or commit it to 
memory, I am fain to supply gaps in the nmsic 
and the yerse as I can upon the spur of the ntio- 
ment, as you see boors m^d a quickset fence with 
afaggotr 

^< Nay, on my faith,'' said the King, '^ I like 
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tfa^se n^iVx^ lulling Al6tandrified«<^lii^binks 
they ooin^ move iwangingly off to the musk Attn 
that tefafer ttieaiiture<^ 

^ Bbth ttte lie^itii^d^ ^ hi t^ kiiaiftt t6 ycfcor 
Grace^^ attiiimi^ Blondel. 

^ Tiiey In^ M^ Hlikldel^'' Mdd Riehiutf ; ^ yet 
meAiA&B tbe i^ceM, whore theM iir Iik(§ lo he 
fightfaig, wtU go hiM oil in ihe^ sataAe ilitiDMler. 
ing Alexandrmes, whl^Jl sotrnd Hke tibe duorge oE 
caralry ; whfle die dth^ nfteftsure hr biit Bke the 
Sidelong amble of a lady's palft^y.^ 

*^ It Bhan be as yoUt GracJe tJlcaseff,''- refilled 
Blobddi, and began again to plrdittde. 

^^ Nay, ferfet cherish thy fiincy irlA a ctxii of 
fiery Gbioer vke,'' said the King i *^ ahd harl: 
thee, I would have thee fling away thai ideW- 
fimgled restriction of thine, «f tertdiialang iii ac- 
curate and similar rhymes— *They are a constiraiDt 
on thy Bow of fkncy, aiid make thee iresemble a 
man danong in fetters.'' 

'' The tmets note easily fluHg oK, at leai^,'* said 
Blcmdel, again sweeping his fingers over the 
strings, as one who would rather have played 
than listened to criticism. 
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** But why put them on, man ?^ contmued the 
King — <^ Wharefoie thrust thy genius into iron 
faraoelets ? I marrel how you got forward at all 
—I am sure I should not have been able to com- 
pose a stanza in yonder hampered measure.^ 

Blondel looked down and busied himself with 
the strings of his harp, to hide an involuntary 
smile which crept over hia features ; but it esca* 
ped not Richard^s observation. 

'' By my fidth, thou kugh'st at me, Blondel,'* 
he said ; *< and, in good truth, every man de- 
serves it who presumes to play the master when 
he should be the pupil ; but we kings get bad 
habits of self-opinion.-— -Come, on with thy lay, 
dearest Blcmdel— on after thine own fashion, bet- 
ter than aught that we can suggest, though we 
must needs be taUdng."" 

Blondel resumed the lay ; but, as extemporane- 
ous composition was &miliar to him, he failed not 
to comply with the KingV hints, and was perhaps 
not displeased to show with how much ease he 
could new-model a poem, even while in the act of 
recitation. 
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Fyttb Ssconb. 

The Baptifit*8 fair nunrow beheld gaBant feats- 
There was winning of honour, and lodng of seats- 
There was hewing with fiidchions, and splintering of stayes, 
The vfctoxs won glory^ the Tanqnish'd won grayes. 
O, many a knight there fought hrardy and well, 
Yet one was accounted his peers to excel. 
And 'twas he whose aole armour on body and breast, 
Seem'd the weed of a damsel when bonhe for her rest 

There were some dealt him wounds that were bloody and sore, 

But others respected his plight and forbore. 

*< It is some oath of honour,'* they said, *< and I trow, 

'Twere unknigbtly to slay him adiienng his tow/' 

Then the Prince, for his sake, bade the tournament cease, 

He flung down his warder, the trumpets sung peace ; 

And the judges declare, and competitors yield. 

That the Knight of the Nigfat-gear was first in the field. 

The feast it was nigh, and the mass it was nigher, 

When before the fiur princess low louted a squire. 

And delivered a garment unseemly to yiew. 

With sword-cut and spear-thrust, allhack*d and piercM through ; 

All rent and all tattered, all clotted with blood, 

With foam of the horses, with dust, and with mud : 

Not the point of that lady's small finger, I ween. 

Could have rested on spot was unsullied and dean. 

«' This token my master. Sir Thomas a Kent, 
Restores to the Princess of fair Beneyent ; 
He that dimbs the tAU tree has won right to the ^it, 
He that leaps the wide gulf should preyul in his suit { 
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Through life** utmnst peril the prise 1 have won. 
And now must the iaitli Of mf miitMRf be dMnm ; 
For she who promptf knights ob sach danger to run, 
M Oft avoach hie tme aerrice in front of the ion. 

** *• I i«i0tore,' eajs mj maetor, * tiw gaiment I'fe worn, 

And I tiium of the princew to don it in torn; 

For its stains and its rents she should prize it the more, 

Since by shame ^tis nnsnBied» though erimaon'd with goea* ' 

Then deep blush*d the Princess lyet ldfs'4 she and press'd 

The blood-spotted robe to hec lips and her Ineaat. 

u Go tell my truefaught, church and chamber dull show. 

If I Talue the blood on this garment or no." 

And when it was time foi the nobles to pass. 
In solemn procession to minster and mass. 
The first walked the Frineess in purple and pall. 
But the blood b^smear'd night^obe she wore over all ; 
And eke, in the hall, where they all sat at dine^ 
When she Imelt to her fiither and pra^sr*d the wine. 
Over all her rich robes and state jewels, she wore 
That wimple unsesmly bedabbled widi goie. 

Then lords whiqper'd ladies, as well you may think. 
And ladies replied, with nod, titter, and wink ^ 
And the Prince, who in soger and shame had Iook*d down, 
Tnm'd at length to bis daughter, and spoke with a fiown : 
<' Now since thou hast pnblish'dthy folly andgnOl, 
E*en atone with thy hand for the blood thou bayt si^t ; 
Yet sore for your boldness yon both will iqMnt, 
When you wander as exiles 6om fidr Benereot." 

Then out spoke stoat Thomas, in ball where he stood, 
Exluiusted and feeble, but dauntless of mood s 
'« The blood that Ilest for Oiis daqgbter of thine, 
I ponr'd fbfth as fire^y as flask gives its wins $ 
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And if for my mIw ah* biMki pctaancf and U«ne» 
Do not doubt I will saye ber from suffering and shame ; 
And light will the ttck of thy princedom and rent, 
Wh«n I haUbar» InSosland, tbeCoimtetiof Kent** 



A nratiKiaT of applause ran through the aflmn- 
Uy, fbUowhig the example of fiiehaid fauniieK; 
who loaded with ptaiMS his ikiniNirite auHstrel, 
and ended bj pieBeutiDg him with a ring of con* 
siderable value. The Queen hastened to ^Dstin<^ 
guidi the fitvourite by a rich biaoelety and many 
of the ndUes who were pveseat followed the royal 
exaipide. 

<< Is out ooosin EdUb,"" smd the KTrng, '' be- 
come inseiislbk to the sound of the harp die onoe 
loved r 

'' She Aanks Blondd for his by,'' replied 
Edith, '' but doubly the kindbess of the kinsman 
who suggested it."^ 

<< Thou art angry, ooumn,'' said the King; 
<* angry becanse thou hast heard of a woman more 
way ward than thyself. But yota escape me not^ 
I will walk a spaoe homeward with you towards 
the Queen^s pavilion-— we must have c<mfeience 
together ere the night has waned into morning.^ 
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The Queen and her attendants were now on 
Ibot, and the other guests withdrew firom the 
royal tent. A tram with hiazing torches, and an 
escort of archers, awaited Berengaria without the 
pwilion, and she was soon on her waj homeward. 
Richard, as he had proposed, walked beside his 
kinswoman, and compelled her to aoo^t of Us 
arm as her support, so that they could speak to 
each other without being overheard. 

<« What answer then am I to return to the no- 
ble Soldanr said Richard. '' The Kings and 
Princes are falling from me, Edith— this newquar- 
rel hath alienated them once more. I would do 
something fiir the Holy Sepulchre by composi* 
tion, if not by victory ; and the chance of my do- 
ing this depends, alas, on the caprice of a woman. 
I would by my single spear in the rest agamst 
ten of the best lances in Christendom, rather than 
argue with a wilful wench, who knows not what is 
for h^own good.— What answer, cos, am I to re- 
turn to the Soldan ? It must be decisive.'^ 

'' Tell him,"" said Edith, '' that the poorest of 
the Plantagenets will rather wed with misery than 
with misbelief.^ 
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« Shall I wy with Oceoery^ Edith ?"* said Ae 
Kmg.— <* Methinks that is nesier thy thoughts."* 

^ There is no room,'' said Edith, '< for the sus- 
picion you so grossly insinTOte. Sbrery of the 
body might have been pitied, but that of the soul 
is only to be despised. Shame to thee. King of 
meny England! thou hast enthralled both the 
limbs and the spirit of a knight, once seaice less 
famed than thyself.'' 

'^ ShottM I not prevent my kinswoman fiom 
drinking poison, by sullying the Tessel which con- 
tained it, if I saw no other means of disgusting 
her with the fatal liquor P"" replied the King. 

'' It is thyself,'' answered Edith, 'f that would 
press mc to drink poison, because it is proflRsred in 
a golden chalice.'' 

<' Edith," said Bichard, << I cannot force thy 
resolution ; but beware you shut not the door 
which Heaven opens. The hermit of Engaddi, 
he whom Popes and Councils have regarded as 
a prophet, hath read in the stars that thy marriage 
shall reconcile me with a powerful enemy, and 
that thy husband shall be Christian, leaving thus 
the fairest ground to hope, that the conversion of 
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the Soldan, Atid ihc briadging in fot dbe mos of 
IshliLael to the pale of the cfaurob, witt be the 
oeitteqoenoe of thy weddmg widi Soladki* Ooitte, 
tiiott ttUdtnudte emne Mcrifiee f«dwr lli^ nar 
MBit hippy pniBpeetg.'' 

<^ Men may eaerifio^ rms ml geatt,"' mad 
Edith, << but not honour and eonscieDce* I lutTe 
heard that it waa die dishonour of a CfariafiaD 
maiden which brought the Saracens into Spun^ 
the ahane of anotbev ia no Hl^ely mode of ezpel- 
fing them fima Pdeatine.'* 

^ Doat'thott call it diame to beooaie an Snu 
presar sttd ih# Eiiqr- 

^* I eaH it dunne and didionmir to ptofime a 
Ghliftiati aavannnty b)r enteraig into it with an 
infidel whom it cannot bind, and I call it fiml 
dUhonoulr that I, the deacendeUt of a Christian 
pEineesa, skonld become of free irm the head of* 
hmm of heatiien concubines*^ . 
' >^ Well, idnsrwoman,'' said the Kingy after a 
pauae^ << I must not quarrel widt thee^ though I 
thiiik thy dependent condition might hftw ilkta- 
tei mure cgmpiianoB.^ 

'' Ujhege;' replied£ditfa> '' your Giace hath 
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mwUbSiy sueqeeded to all the weaiA, digni^, and 
dominion of the House of Flantagmet,^^^ no^;, 
thanfiwe, begrudge your poor kiBMmMn some 
«M& dMM of theb pride."^ 

^< Bymy fiatfa, weneh,'? said die Kfa«, '' thou 
hast unhorsed me with that veryvmtd; so we 
win Uw and be fijends. I.will pmmitly dis- 
patdi thy ansnw to Sakdin. But after idly eoa, 
wcye it ^t better toeaqpend your answer tfflyou 
have seen him ? Men aay he is pre-eminently 
handsome.^ 

^* There is no chance of our meetings my lord/' 
said Edith. 

" By Saint George, but there is next to a cer- 
tainty of it,"" said the King; ^^ for Saladin will 
doubtless afibrd us a free field for the doing of this 
new battle of the Standard, and will witness it 
himself. Berengaria is wild to behold it also, and 
I dare be sworn not a feather g£ you will remain 
behind— least of all thou thyself, fair coz. But 
come, we haye reached the pavilion, and must 
part — ^not in unldndness though— nay, thou must 
seal it with thy lip as well as thy hand, sweet 
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Edith— it is my right as a soTereigii to kiss my 
pretty vassa W 

He embraced her respectfully and affectionate- 
ly, and returned througli the moonlij^t camp, 
humming to himself such snatdies of Blondel''8 lay 
as he could recollect 

On his arrival, he lost no time in maidng up 
his dispatches for Sakdin, and deUvered them to 
the Nubian, with a charge to set out by peep of 
day on his return to the Soldan. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

We heaid the Tecbir,— fo these Anbe call 
Thtbibmit of onset, when, wHh load i 
Tbey dialleiige hcBven to give them Tictor j. 

Siege qfDamatcut. 

On the sttUequent morniiig, Richard was iii?i- 
ted to a conference by Philip of France^ in which 
the hitter, with many expressions of his high es- 
teon for his brother of England, communicated to 
him, in terms extremely courteous, but too ezpU- 
dt to be misunderstood, his positive intention to 
return to Europe, and to the cares of his. kingdom, 
as entirely despairing of future success in their 
undertaking, with their diminished forces and d- 
yil discords. Richard remonstrated, but in vain ; 
and when the conference ended, he recdred with- 
out surprise a manifesto from the Duke of Aus- 
tria, and several other princes, announcing a re- 

IS 
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solution eimilar to that of Philip, and in no mo* 
dified terms, assigning, for their defection from 
the cause of the Cross, the inordinate ambition 
and arbitrary domination of Richard of England. 
All hopes of continuing the war with any prospect 
of ultimate success, were now abandoned, and 
Richard, while he shed bitter tears over his dis- 
appointed hopes of glory, was little consoled by 
the reooUaetioD, that the fiiilure was in same de- 
gree to be imputed to the advantages whidi he 
liad given his enemies by his own hasty and im- 
prudent temper. ' 

« They had not ^Uxed to have deserted my &. 
ther ihus,^ he said to De Vaux, in the bfttemeds 
of Us lOMmtment.— ^^' No danders they ooqU 
have uttered agamst so wise a idjag wotdd havie 
been befieved in Christendom ; w1ietMs,.«4bol that 
I am f — I have not only aftyvded them a pietact fixr 
^kserting me^ but even acdomr iistr casting all die 
blame of the nxpture upon ny unh j^pj finUea.'^ 

These thoi^hts were eo deeply gidSsig to dre 
ting^ that De Vaux was rgoioed when the am- 
val of an anibasisador from SakNKn turned his i^ 
flections into a diflferent channel. 
11 
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This new cnyoy was sn Emir rnncli respect- 
ed by the Soldan^ whose name was Afadallah el 
HadgL He derived his descent from the fitmiljr 
of the Prophet, and the race or tribe of Hashem, 
in witness of whidi genealogy he wore a grsen 
tmban of large dimensions. He had aho three 
times performed the journey to Mecca, firom whidi 
hedeiiyedhis epithet of the Hadgi, or Fi^prim. 
Nptwithstandii^; these yaiious pcetemaons to sane^ 
tity, Abdallah was (£»r an Arab) a boon com* 
panion, who eigoyed a menry tak, and laid aside 
his gravity so far as to quaff aUithe flagon, when 
secrecy insured him against scandal He was like* 
wise a statesman, whose abilities had been used by 
Saladin in yarious negotiations with the Christian 
Princes, and particularly with Ridiard, to whom 
EI Hadgi was personally known and aeoeptabla 
Animated by the cheexful acquiescence with which 
the envoy of Saladin afforded a fair field for the 
combat, a safe conduct for all who migh^choose to 
witness it, and offered his own person as a guaran- 
tee of his fiddity, Richard soon forgot his disap- 
pointed hopes, and the approaching dissolution of 
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the Cbristiaii league, in the interestiiig discnwions 
preceding a, conbat in the lists. 

The station, called Ae IXamond of the Desert, 
was assigned foir the place of conflict, as he^ 
nearly at an equal distance betwixt the Christian 
and Saracen cainps. It was fptted that Conrade 
of Montserrat, the defendant, with his godfttbera, 
the Arch^Doke of Austria and the Gnaad Mas- 
ter of the Tempkrs, sboold appear there on the 
day fixed for the combat, with an hundred armed 
jMlowers, and no more ; that Riclisid of Eng- 
land, and his brother SaHsbuiy, who si^ported 
the accusatioD^ should attend with the same num- 
ber, to protect his champion ; and. that the Sol- 
dan should bring with bun a guard of Are hun- 
dred chosen foUowets, a band considered as not 
more tban equal to the two hundred Christian 
lances. Such persons of consideration as either 
party chose to invite to witness die contest, were 
to wear no other weapons tban Aeir swords, and 
to come without defensire armour. The Soldan 
undertook the preparation of the lists, and to pro- 
vide aocommodations and refreshments of evexy 
kind for all who were to assist at the solem- 
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nity ; and his letters expressed, with much conr* 
tesy, the pleasure which he anticipated in tlie 
prospect of a personal *and peaceful meeting with 
the Melee Ric, and his Mixions desire to render 
his reception as agreeable as possible. 

All pretiminaries being arranged and communi- 
cated to the defendant and his godfathers, Abdul- 
lah the Hadgi was admitted to a more prlvate'in'. 
teryiew, where he heard with delight the strains of 
Blondel. Having first carefiilly put his green tur- 
ban out of sight, and assumed a 6i«ek cap in its 
stead, he requited his music with a drinking song 
from the Persian, and quaffed a hearty flagon of 
Cyprus wine, to Aow that his practice matched his 
principles. On the next day, grave and sober as 
the water-drinker Mirglip, he bent his brow to the 
ground before Saladin'^s footstool, and rendered to 
the Sdldan an account of his embassy. 

On the day before that appointed for the com- 
bat, Conrade and his friends set off by day-break 
to repair to the place assigned, and Uichard left 
the camp at the same hour, and for the same pur- 
pose ; but, as had been agreed upon, he took his 
journey by a different route, a precaution which 
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had been ju^ed necesBary, to prevent the possi- 
bility of a quorrd betwixt their anned att^dants* 
The good King himself was in no humour Sn 
quaneUiBg irith any one. Nothing could have 
added to his pleasurable anticipations of a despe- 
rate and bloody combat in theJists, except his be- 
ing in his own royal person one of the combatants ; 
and he was half in eharity again eTcn with Con* 
vade of Montserrat Lightly anned» richly dhesa- 
ed, and gay as a bridegioom on the eve of his nup- 
tials^ Bichard caracoled along by the side of QueaA 
Berengaria^s litter, p(»ntiBg out to h&t the vari- 
ous scenes through which they passed^ and cheer- 
ing with tale and song the bosom of the inhospi- 
table wilderness. The former route <^ the Queens's 
^Igrimage to Engaddi had been on the other ride 
of the chain of mountains, so that the ladies were 
strangers to the scenery of the desert ; and though 
Berengaria knew her husband^s disposttion too well 
not to endeavour to seem interested in what hc^was 
pleased either to say or to sing, she could not hdp 
induljpjig some female fears when she found her- 
self in the howling wilderness with so small an es- 
cort, which seemed almost Hke a moving «peA on 
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thebowm of the plain, ttodkiiev^at the Bftuie time, 
they were not so distant from the camp of Saladin 
bat what they might be in a moment surprised and 
swept o£Fby an oyerpowering host of his fiery-feot- 
ed cavaby, should the Pagan be fintUess enough 
to emfaroee an opportiuiity thus tempting. But 
when she hinted these sosfudoiis to Bichaid, he 
vepelled them with dii|ileasure and disdain. <<It 
weie worae than ingratitade,*' he said, << to doubt 
the good fidth of the generous Soldan.^ 

Yet the same doubts and fimrs recuned more 
than oBoe, not to the timid mind of the Quesn 
alone, but to the firmer and more candid soul of 
Edith Plantagenet, who had no auch cqpfidenee 
in the fidth of the Moslem as to render her pQa<^ 
ftcdy at ease when so much in their power ; and 
her surprise had been fiur less than her terror, if 
the desert around had suddenly resounded with 
the shout of Alia hu! and a bsnd of Arab carahy 
had pounced on them like vultures on their prey. 
Nor were these suspicions lessened, when, as even- 
ing approached, they were aware of a single Arab 
hoisemaD, distinguished by his turban and long 
lance, hovering on the edge of a small eminence 
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like a hawk poked in the air, and who instamly, 
on die appeanmce of the royal retinue, datted off 
vith the speed of the same faiid, when it flhoote 
down the wind and disappears tma the horiaon* 

.<< We mint be near the station,^* said King 
Bidiard; ^< and yonder cayali^ is one of Sala- 
din's oatpo8ts---inethinks I hear the noise of the 
Moorish horns and cymbds. Get you into order, 
my htarts, and faxm yoorselyes aioolid the ladies 
soldier-like. and firmly.^ 

As fcie spoke, eaeh knij^ squire^ and sxeher» 
lastly eloaed m upon his appointed ground, and 
they proceeded in the most compact order, wkk^ 
made tlyir nnmbens qvpear still smdler ; and t# 
say the truth, thoiq^h there vtAf^i be no fear, there 
was anxiety as well as curiosity in the attention 
with which they listened to the wild bursts of 
Moorish nrasic, which came ever and anon move 
distinetly fiom the quarter in which the Arab 
horseman had been seen to disappear. 

De Vanx spoke in a whisper to die Sjiq^ 
^ W.ere it not well, my li^, to send a fagd to 
the top of that sand-bank ? Or would it stand 
with your pleasure that I prick forward ? Me- 
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thtoka, by all yonder dash: and dang, if there be 
no iBoie dian five hundred men beyond the sand- 
biUs, half of the Soidan'^s retinue must be dnun« 
mftrs and cymjbal-to88er8.-^Shall I spur on 7^ 

Tl^ baron had died&ed his horse with die fait^ 
and was just about to strike him with the spurs^ 
when the King exclaimed-— ^^ Not for the world* 
Sudi a caution liquid express suspicion, and could 
do little to prevent surprise, whicb» hoiroYer, I 
apprehend not.'* 

Th^y advaSMced accordingly in close and irm 
(ffder till they surmounted the line of low sand* 
bffls, «nd csme ia aight of the lypointed station, 
when a q|toidid,.but at thot same time a startling 
spectacle, awaited them. 

. The Diamond of the Desert, so latdy a solitary 
Ibimtain, distinguvslied only annd the waste by 
solittfy groups of palm^cees, was now the centre 
<^ an enoampment, the embroidered flags and 
gilded ornaments ai which jittered fiur and wide, 
and reflected a. thousand ridi tints against the 
setting sun. The CQyerings of the large paYiUons 
were of the gayest colours, scarlet, bright yellow, 
pale blue, and other gaudy and gleaming hues, 
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aad the topB of thnr piUaxB, or tent-poles, were 
decorated wit^ golden ]Mwiegruiates, end smiU 
silken flags. But, besides these dkdi^iiidied 
pavilions, there were, what Thomas de Vaux eon« 
siderad as a pinrtentras number of die oidinaiy 
blade tents of the Arabs, being sufficient, as he 
eoneetved, to aecommodate, aooordiog to Ae 
Eastern fiMUon^ an hest of fire dMHuand men. 
A number of Ambs and Curds, MLj correspond, 
ii^; to the extent of the encampment, were hasti- 
ly asasmfaling, each laadn^; his licNne in his hand, 
and their muster was ae co i ^ aB i ed by an astoritfi- 
ing dameur of (Mr noisy instruments ef martial 
mune, by iHtich, in all ages, tlie warfitte of the 
Arabs has been animated* 

Th^ soon formed a deep and eoalused mass 
of dismounted cavalry in fnmt of their eneamp- 
ment^ when, at the. signal of a shijil cry, whioh 
arose high over die cUmgour of the music, each 
cavalier sprung to bis saddle. A cloud of dust 
arising at the moment of this manoeuvre, hidfion 
Richard and his attendants die camp, the pabn- 
trees, and the distant ridge of mountains, as 
well as the troops whose sudden movement had 
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xaiied the cloud, and, ascending high oTer thdr 
hmiBtih formed itself into the fimtasdc foniis of 
wfilhed piUars, domes, and minaxets. Another 
shrill yell was heard from the bosun of this 
chmdy tabernacle. It was the signal fi>r the ca- 
▼aby to adrance, which th^ did at fidl gallop, 
disposing themsdYes as tbey came forwards, io as 
to come in at once on the front, flanks, and rear, 
of Bidiard's little body-guard, who were thus snr- 
veonded, and almost choked by the dense ckyuds 
of dust anveloping dwm on eadi side, through 
which were seen dtemately and lost the grim 
forms and wild fiu^ of the Sanoens, bnmdisMng 
and tossing their hmces in every possiUe diret^tkm, 
idtb the wildest cries and haUoos, and frequently 
only robing up their horses when withm a spear's 
kngth of the Christians, while thote in the rear 
discharged over the heads of both parties thick 
YoUies of arrows. One of these struck the litter 
in whidi the Queen was seated, who loudly 
screamed, and the red spot was on Richard's brow 
in an instant* 

'' Ua ! Sabt George,'' he exclaimed, '' we 
must take some ovd^ with this infidel scum !" 
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But Edith, whose litter was new, tkmst her 
head out, and with her hand holding one of die 
jdiafta, ezdaimed, ^ BoyalRiduad, beware what 
you do ! see, these arrows aie headless r 

«' NoUe, sensible weadi T excbomed Richard; 
** by Heaven, thou Aaaaest as aU by thy readineaB 
of dioi^t and cye.-^Be not moved, my Kngiiah 
hearts,'' he endaimed to Us followers— »^^ their 
arrows have no heads — ^and their spears, too, lack 
die steel psints* It is but a wild welocnie^ afttr 
4lieb savage {iMiiMm,ih0Q|^ doubtless diey would 
icgdce to see us daunted or disturbed. Moveon^ 
ward, dew and steady.'' 

The litde phalanx mored ftrward aocQrdingly, 
aoeompanied on all ndes by the Arabs, with die 
sIniUest and most pieremg cries, the bowsMn, 
meanwhile, cKsplaying tbdr agility by shooting as 
near the crests of the Christians as was pwakle, 
without actually Uttii^ them, while the laneeis 
charged each other with sudi rough blows of their 
Hunt weapons, that more than one of them lost his 
saddle, and well nigh his life, in this rough ipiNrt. 
All this, though designed to express wdcome^ 
had rather a doubtful appearance in the eyes of 
the Europeans. 
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As they had advinoed nearly halfway towarda 
the €aiiip» Ebg Biduurd and hoa amtforiiiBgy aa 
U were, the xuiebtta lound which this tnittultiiary 
body of hofaeueii howled^ whooped, skirmiahed, 
and galloped, areatmg a scene of indescribable con- 
fiiaian» another shrill cry waa heard, on idbich all 
these imegolars, who were on the fiont-and upon 
the flanks of the little body of Enrqpeuis, whed- 
ad off, and forming themselves into a bi^ and 
daep oohimn, fioUowed with conqpavatiTe order 
and siknce in dm rear of Bidianrs troop. The 
dnst began mw to daasipata in thd^firant, when 
there advanced to meet them, thmiigh that eloudf 
veil, a body of cavaby of a diffiarcait and more 
regular desGnption, cmipletdy armed with offisn- 
ttve and defensive weapons, and who migi^ well 
have served as a body-gnard to the proudest of 
eastern numaichs. Each horse in that tro^ 
which consiated of five hundred men, was worth 
uoL esrrs ransom« The riders were Georgian and 
Circassian slaves in the very prime of life ; their 
helmets and hauberks ware formed of steel rings, 
so br^ht that they shone like silvor; their ves- 
tures were of the gayest colours, and some (^ cloth 
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of gold or oiTor; the ttthes were twisled with 
ttlk and gold, their rich twhans were plumed and 
jewelled, and their sabres and poniards of Damaa^ 
oene steel, were adorned with gdd and gems on 
hilt and scabbard. 

This splendid troop advanced to the sound cf 
military nrasic, and when they met the C&ristiaa 
hodj9 they opened their files to the right and 
kft, and let them enter between their ranks. 
RichaTd noiw assumed the fivremost place in lus 
troop, aware that Saladin himself wns approaeh* 
lag. Nor was it Im^ when, in die centre of his 
body-guard, surrounded by his domestic offi«- 
oers, and those hideous negroes who guard the 
Eastern hanun, and whose midiapen forms were 
rendesed yet more frigfatftd by the ridbness of 
their attbe, came the Soldan, with the look and 
manners of one on whose brow N«tve had writ, 
ten, This is a king I In Us snow-wlnte turban, 
▼est, and wide Eastern trowsers, wearing a sash of 
scarlet silk, without any other ornament, SaUdin 
might have seemed the most pknn-dressed man in 
his own guard. But doso: inspection discerned 
in his turban that inestimaUe gem, which was calU 
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ed by the poets, the Sea of Light ; the diamond 
on whidi his signet was engraved, and which he 
wore in a rii^, was probably worth all the jewels 
of the English crown> and a sapphire^ which termi- 
nated the hilt of his canjiar, was of not much in- 
ferior value. It should be added, that to protect 
him from the dust, which, in the vicinity of the 
Dead Sea, resembles the finest ashes, or, perhaps, 
out of Oriratal pride, the Sddan w<»e a sort of 
veil attached to his turban, whidi partly obscured 
the view of his noUe features. He rode a milk* 
white AraUan, whidi bore him as if consdous and 
proud of his noble burthen. 

There was no need of fiurther introduction. 
The two hennc monarchs, for such they both 
were, threw themselves at once from horseback, 
and the troops haltmg and the music suddenly 
ceasmg, they advanced to meet each other in pro- 
found silence, and, after a courteous inclination 
on dither side, thqr emlwaced as brethren and 
equals. The pomp and display upon both sides 
attracted no farther notice— iio cme saw aught save 
Richard and Saladin, and they too beheld nothing 
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but each other. The looks with which Ridhard 
surveyed Saladin were, however, more mtently 
curious than those which the Sddan fixed upon 
him ; and the Soldan also was the first to break 
silence. 

'* The Melee Rtc is welcome to Saladin as wa- 
ter to this desert. I trust he hath no distrust of 
this numerous array. Excepting the armed slaves 
of my household, those who surround you with 
eyes of wonder and of welcome, are, even the 
humblest of them, the privileged nobles of my 
thousand tribes ; for who that could daim a title 
to be present, would remain at home when such a 
Prince was to be seen as Richard, with the terrors 
of whose name, even on the sands of Yemen, the 
nurse sdlls her child, and the fiee Arab subdues 
his restive steed.'" 

"And these are all nobles of Araby ?'*saidRich- 
ard, looking around on wild forms with their per- 
sons covered with haicks, their countenance swart 
with the sunbeams, their teeth as white as ivory, 
thdr black eyes glancing with fierce and preterna- 
tural lustre from under the shade of their turbans, 
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and their dress being in general simple, eren to 
meanness. 

** Tbey daim sudi radc,^ said Saladin ; << bat 
though numerous, they are within the conditions 
of the treaty, and bear no arms but the sa1»e--* 
even the iron of their lances is left behind*^ 

<^ I fear,"" muttered De Vaux in English, << they 
have left them where they can be soon found.— A 
most flourishing House of Peers, I confess, and 
would find Weatminster-Hall something too nar- 
row for them.^ 

" Hush, De Vaux,'' said Bicbard, « I com- 
mand thee.-— NoUe Saladin,^ he said, '* suspieioii 
and thou cannot exist on the same ground.-*— 
See^st thou,^ pointing to the litters^— << I too hav^e 
brought some champions with me, though armed, 
perhaps, in breach of agreement, for bright eyes 
and ftir features are weapons which cannot be left 
behind.'^ 

The SoUan, turning to the litters, made an 
obeisance as lowly as if looking towards Mecca, 
and kissed the sand in token of respect 

<< Nay,'' said Richard,—'' they wiU not fear a 
closer encounter, brother; wilt thou not ride to- 

14 
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wanhr their litters, and the curtum will be pre- 
sently withdraim f^ 

^ That may AUah ptohibUr said Saladin ; 
^^ since not an Arab looks on who would not 
think h dumie tathenoUe ladies to be seen with 
thdr faccB uncoyered*^ 

^* Tiwo shalt see them then in primte, bro- 
th^,"^ answered Richard* 

^ To what puipose ?"* answered SaladiB, mourn- 
fiiUy. *^ Thy bst letter was, to the hopes which 
I had entertabed, like water to fire i and where, 
fipie should I again fight a flame, which may in- 
deed consume^ but cannot dieer me ?«-»Bttt wiU 
not my brother pass to the tent whidh his servant 
bath {Hrepared for him? My principal Uadc dare 
hath taken order for the reception of the Princesses 
— the officers of my household will attend yoar 
followers, and ourself will be the diamkrlain of 
the royal Richard.^ 

He led the way accordingly to a splendid pa- 
vUioQ, where was everything that royal luxury 
could devise. De Vaux, who was in attendance, 
thttii removed the chappe, {capa^) or long riding- 

10 
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clmdc whidi Richard wom, nd he stood befiine 
SidacKil in tb« dose dress which thoired to ad- 
▼ftntage the Btrength and symmetry of his person, 
while it bore a strong cotttrast to die flowing robes 
wiiich diilguieed the Am. fimne of the eastern 
moMreh. It was Bidiiid\i two-handed sword 
that dhiefljr attracted the iiltentio» of ilie Sara- 
cen, a hroad etraiight bfaMle, the seemingly un- 
wieldy lengA of which extended well nigh Aom 
theishonUar to the bed cCthe wearer. 

^ Had I net,*" erfd Sakafin, «" eeen this brand 
daaaiiig in ike ftont of battle^ like that «ef Airael, 
I bad scarce belief^ihat kuaiiatt ami oeuld wield 
it. Might I request to see the Melee Ric strike 
one Uow widi it in peaee> and in pure trial orf 
strength f^^ 

«' WillsBgly, noUe Saladin,"* answered Ridi- 
aid ; and looking around for something wba»- 
on to exercise Ua strength, be saw a steel mace, 
held by one of the attendants, the handle being 
of the same metal, and about an indi and a half 
in ^Kametei^-»«his he placed on a block of wood. 

The anxiety of De Vaux for his master's bo^ 

vql/iv. rr 
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iioli3r» M Hm to wluuqper in En^sb — *^ For the 
blessed Vila's «like, beware what you attempt* 
my liege ! Your full strength is not as yet re- 
timied-^ye no triumph to the infidd.'' 

<< Peaoe^ fibol T said Richard, standing firm on 
his fpround, and eastfaig a fierce glance aromd— 
/< ttainkest thou that I canfiul in his presence?^ 

The glittering broadsword, wielded by both his 
hands, rose aloft to the King's left shoulder, 
circled round his head, descended, widi the sway 
of same terrific- cnguiey and the bar of iron rolled 
on the gaouvd in two peces» as a woodsman woiftU 
seyer a aaplk^ with a hedging-UU. 
. << By the head of the Prophet, a most wondow 
fid blow r said the Soldan, critically and accurate- 
ly examining the iron bar which had be6n out asun- 
der ; and the hkde of the sword was ao well temper- 
ed as to exhibit not tb^ least token of haraig suf- 
fered by the finit it had performed. He then took 
the Kiog's liand, and looloi^ on the sine and 
jmuseularstreiigAli whicb it exhibited, lapighed as 
he plac^ beside it his own, so laak and thin, so 
inferiprin brawn and sinew. 

'< Ay, look well,"" said De Vaux, in English, 



Digiti; 



zed by Google 



TAtES OF tHE CRUSAl^ERS. 807 

<* it will be long eife your Idng jack-an-ape's fia- 
gers do such a feat with your fine gilded reaping- 
hook theve«'' 

'< Silenoe, De Vaux^ sidd Richard; *'hy Our 
Lady, he understands or guesses thy meaQing— 
be not so broad, I pray thee.'' 

The Soldan, indeed, presently said----<< Some- 
iUi^ I would fain attempts-yet^ whcrefine should 
the weak show their infetiority in presence of the 
st;foiig ? Yet, each knd hath its own exercises, 
and this may be new to the Melee Ric''—- So say- 
ing, he took fraa the floor aeushicm of silk and 
down, and {daced it upright im one aid.---^^ Can 
thy weapon sever that cushion T he said to King 
Richard* 

*' No, surely^"* replied the Kmg, ^^ no sword oli 
earth, were it the Exealibar of King Arthur, can 
cut that irhieh. of^MMes no steady resistanoe.^ 

** Mark, then,'' said Saladin ; and tucking up 
the sleeve of his gown, showed his arm, long in- 
deed and spare, but which constant exercise had 
hardened into a mass consisting of nought but 
bone, brawn, and sinew. He unsheathed his scy- 
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nitir, a curred and nanow blade, 'wMch glitter- 
ed not 19ce the smida of the Franks, bcit was, on 
the contraiy, of a duU Uue colour, marked trith 
tea BsiUions of meandering lines, which showed 
how the metal had been welded by the armourer. 
Wielding this weapon, i^iparently 00 in^cient 
iriien compned. to that of Bichard, the Soldan 
stood lestn^ big wi^i^t mpm bis left foot, which 
was sligMy advanced; he balanced himself a Bttle 
as if to steady his aim, then stepping at once lor- 
ward,drew theaeymtar across the cushion, apply- 
ing 4m edge so dcocteveusif , and with so liide 
apparent eflfovt, that ^ eiahion seemed rather to 
ftllaannder than to be divided by violence. 

'^ It is a juggler^s trick,^ said De Vaux, dart- 
ing forward and snatching up the portion of the 
cosfaion which had been cut off, as if to assure 
himself of ^de reality of the fentr--^ there is gra- 
naiye in tUif .'' 

The SoUbn eeemed to oomprehend Mm, for be 

uMdid the aort of t<41 which he had Utherto worn, 

laid it doid)]e along the edge of his sabre^ extend- 

•*ed the weapon edgeways in the air, and drawing it 
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suddenly tloough tbe veil, i^lnnigh it huiig ou 
the blade entirely looie^ umnA tfatt ako< iatm twa 
parts, wMcb floated to diffomt sides ef the tent, 
equally displaying tbe cpitreme teasper tod diarp- 
ness of the weapon, and the exquisite dezteoty of 
Mm who viibed it. 

^ Now, in good ftidi, mf tatodtor,'' said JUfeh* 
aid,/'^ thou art even matcUess at the trick oC the. 
sword, and right perilous were it to. meet Aee i 
StiU, however, I pat some ftitb in a downright 
Efa^^ Ubiw» aadwhatwo comet do by sU^t, 
we eke out by strength. Nevi^fhdess^. in.tmth 
thta art as expeart. in inflictiiig wounds, aa my 
stge Qakim: in curing thenk X tiu4tl sk^a^o. 
the leamed leecb-^I have mueh tetba^klniQi fos». 
and had brought some small presenl*"^ 

As he spoke> Sidadin exchanged hin Uurbv for 
a Tartar cap» Hebadnosoooecdone 8o,tbaa.D^ 
Vaux opened at onoc^ his extended nputb vaA hia 
linage round eyes, asid Kichacd gaved w»tb acarpe 
less astonisbmoit, while the Sold^ spoke in a 
grave and altered voice : *^ The sick man,, sayeth 
tbe poet, knpwetbthe physician by hia. step; but 
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when; he if recovered, he knoweih nel esrea his 
hot when he kwkB i^n him."^ 

*^ A mhraele !«-^ nunide T etzdbieiecl Bkhard. 

««0r MabouMPs wodcing, doabdess,'' mi The^ 
mtm de Vmsx. 

^< That I should lose my learned Hakim,^ said 
Richard, *' mer% by absence of his cap and robe, 
and Amtl shoaldtfind him again in my royal bro* 
therSabHiuiP' 

<< Such is oft the fieishion of the world,"^ answer- 
ed the Soldim; '< the tatteted robe makes not al- 
wi^B the disrvisoh*^ 

^ Alid it was through thy intetcessiott,'*' said 
Rkhaid, << thM yond^ Knigbt of the Leopard 
was saved fii^m death— and by thy artifice that lie 
revisited my camp in disguise ?'** 

« Even so," replied Saladin ; ** I was phy- 
sician enough to know, that unless the wounds of 
his bleeding honour were staunched, ihe days of 
his life must be few. His disguise was mote 
easily penetrated than I had expected from the 
success of my own.*" 

"An accident,"' said King Richard, (probably 
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aHoding to the dfcmnstaiioe of hb App^ring hii 
lips to the wound of the su^ppoeedNiibuui,) ** let 
me first Inow that his sldii was artifioiaify disco- 
hrared; and that hint once taken, dstoetiim became 
easy, for his form and person are not to be fingot- 
tan. . I confidently expect th«t he will do battle 
ondiejnorrow.^ 

<< He is fiiU in pneparadon,. and h^h in hope,^ 
said the Soldan. ** I have fbmished him with 
weapons and horse, thinking nobly of him firom 
what I have seen under vaiions di^piises.'' 

<< Knows he now,"^ said Richaid, '^ to whom he 
lies under obligation ?^ 

<' He doth,"" replied the Saracen— ^^ I was 
obliged to confiMs niy person when I unfolded 
my purpose.^ 

^^ And confessed he aught to you P"" said the 
K]ng<^Ei^land. 

'< Nothbg explicit,'' replied the Soldan ; '' but 
from much that passed between us, I conceive his 
Id ve is too highly placed to be haf^y in its issne.^ 

<< And thou knewest, that his daring and in- 
solent pasoon crossed thine own wishes P'^ said 
Richard. 
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Ub pMskHkhfldesstifid esrinijr vnlut kid bom 
fanned i 'indj I must now add, k Hks to iarriw 
theiEt^I momat, ia honouE^ rortnge me filr my 
dboffoiaimaA oa him who had no lutid in it. 
Or, if tbii high^bcmdama Wed. Urn better tbaa 
myself, who can say that she did not juetico.tD a 
ki^ Mibo i« fidl of MbkMSft ?"" 

" Y€t o£ tott mMtt. UneHge to mix with 1*^ 
Ueod of Plaat^OMt;' said. Rkbuvd, h«agb«i)y« 

'' Such jnaf be jmxt mmm m FmigistanV' 
replied the geld». "^ Qm p<«ta of the^ eactem 
countries say, that a valiant cam^d^^dtiver ia worthy 
to kisa the %«f a £m Queen,, wh^n a cowardly 
pdnee knot iraf thy .to «dute the hem of her gar- 
ment. But with your leave, noble brothec, I must 
take kave of thee for the {ms^t, fee receive the 
Duke of Austria and yonder Naaa^fene ka%ht, 
nrocb less woxiby of hoq^tality, but who must 
yet be ssitaUy ratittnted^ Hot for their sakes, but 
for^mme: own heMi«r<-*rfor what saith the isage 
Lekmaa? ^Say not thai tbel<wd is h^tu^ito thee 
which is gifim tothe stranger — ^for if bis.body be 
strengthened and fattened therewithal, not; lei;a is 
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tltiiie afnk wmssliip and good name ^beridtMl wd 
vWMnted.''' 

The Saraoen Monaieh deputed tr^m King 
Bidiftrd's tcMtyaad having mdiotted to faim>viitlMr 
with sigtts tba» with qpeedh^ whe»e ibe paviliQii o£ 
the Queen and her attendamta w<i3 i^tchtfdi bcr 
went tfl^ teceire the Manqtiia ef MMtsenat and 
hb att^adan^ finr vht^m, with lew goed will, bijit 
With eqaai apfeadour^ the mi^gnifietttt SoldaA hud 
preraded acoovUMdatftMui. The noat ample re* 
fireshmaits, both m the Oriental, and after the 
Emopeui faahieni irase spread be fS»e the xoynl 
and piineely^fueata a£ SalhdJtoi eacb ia thai own^ 
sdperate pavilionif aad so attwtiTe was. the ^ki* 
dan to tibe habita: and taate of hii uriiitora^ thai 
Grecian slaves were stationed to present them 
with the goUeft which ia the dKwiination of the 
seeti^CMahoMeedL BreBichardhadfiniih^dlia 
mealf the aneiattt CKmraAi, who had brought the 
Spldan'» letter te the GhnBtian eamp, entered 
with a plan o£ the oeremonial to be observed pn^ 
the succeeding day of combat. Richard, wht^ 
knew the taste of his old acquaintanecs invitctd 
him to pledge him in a flagw of wine of Schi« 
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hi; but Abdalkh ga^e Um to unteiUiicI, nkk 
a mefiil aspect, that self-d^ial, in the praMat 
ctrcumstttioesy was a matter in wfaidi his life was 
oonoctned ; Ibr Aat Saladin^ toleraat m uiny 
respects, both observad, and enfeieed by high 
poudties, die Urns of the Prophet 

<$ Nay, then,"* said JEUchard, '' if he loves not 
wine, that ligfatener of the homani heart, his con- 
▼ernon is not to be hoped for, and the piedBcticn 
of the mad priest of Engaddi goes like chaff down 
thewind.^ 

The King then addressed him to settle the 
articles of combat, which cost a considerahle time, 
as it was necessary on. some points to consult 
with the opposite parties, as well as with the Sol- 
danr 

They woie at length finally agreed upon, and 
adjusted by a protocol in French and in Arabian, 
which was subsmbed by Saladin as umpkeof the 
fidd, and by Ridiard and Leop<dd as guarantees 
for the two combatants. As the Omiah took his 
final leave of King Richard for the. evening, De 
Vaux entered. 

'' The good knight,'* he said, «' who is to do 
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bttllle to-moAow, requesUr to kaow, wheA«r he 
amj not to-night piqr duty to his foyal god- 

<< Hast thou seen him, De Vaux ?"" said the 
KingjsmiliBg; *< and didst thou know an ancieat 
acqunntanoe ?^ 

' << By Our Lady of Laneroost,"* answered De 
VauXy ** there are so many suiprises and dianges 
in this huady that my poor brain turns. I scaroe 
knew Sir Kenneth of Scotknd, till hb good hound, 
that had been for a short while under my care, 
came uid fitwned on me ; and eren then I only 
knew the tyke by the depth of his chest, the 
roundness of his foot, and his manner of bay- 
ing; for the poor fellow was painted like any Ve- 
netian courtesan.^ 

'^ Thou art better skilled in brutes than men, 
De Vaux,"* said the King. 

'' I will not deny,"* said De Vaux, '^ I have 
found them ofttines the honester animals. Also, 
your Graee is pleased to term me sometimes a 
brute mjrself ; besides that I serre the Lion, whom 
all men acknowledge the king of brutes.'' 

" Marry, there thou brokest thy lance £urly on 
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mgr hemf'^ said die King. ^' I luiTe ever «ai& 
thoo hisi % sort «f wk. Be Vaor-^mgny^ qm 
must strike thee with a sledge-hammer ere it can 
bemadatoapavUe. But to the prsaaDt geai— *is 
tlM ipodl knif^ waU anaed flKd eqiiq^ped ?"" 

^' Fully, my liege, and m>bly,^ aim»«fed Be 
Vaux ; << I knpw the annour wellr— 4tia that vhieh 
tli# VcBedant eamarissaiy o&sted^ jonsff bigbammy 
juat ere you became iU^ fiwfive hundred beasants.^ 

^'Andhehalfasoldittotheiiifidfil Soldai^ J 
wanant me» fet. a Ibw duetts more, aad fitsnt^ 
payment? Theeaa Ven^aos wo^ adl die Sc* 
pdkhmilaelfr 

<' ItiriUiiavflrb0boBBei]iAndUkr€attsa,''said 
Da Yaw. 

^< Thanks to the nobleness of the: Saxaaei^^ 
said the King^ ^' not to the avame oC the Vene- 
tians.^ 

^ I would to God your Grace would be mere 
cm^ieuB^mi the aiudoua De Vam* — ^^ Here aie 
we deserted by aU our aUias» fi>r pcmts ef o£* 
fence {^Ten.to one er another; wecmmoth^eto 
prosper upoft the land, and we have only to quar- 
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rd ^rilSi the araphiWous vcimMic, to kse the 
means of retreat by sea T 

« I irill take care,^ said Richard, impali«iitly ; 
<< but school me no more. Tefl me rather, for it 
is of interest, hat* the Taiigfat a ccttifesaor ?^ 

« He hath,** answered De Vaux; ** the her- 
mit of Engodfli, -vrho erst did him that oCce when 
preparmg for death, attends him on the presait 
occasion ; the &me of l&e dnd havmg brought 
him hither;' 

<^ 'Tis wdil,"' said Richard; ** and now fbt Ae 
knight^sreqaest Say tohim,lliiAMrdwillreca?e 
him when the dnsdharge of his demr beside the 
Diamond of the Desert, shall hate atoned for his 
faiitt befflde the Mount of Saint George ; and as 
thou possest through the camp, let the ^een 
know I will visit her pavilion— and tell ftkmdd 
to meet me diere.^' 

De Vaux departed, and in about an hour af- 
terwards, Richard, wrapping his mantle around 
him, and taking his gittem in his hand, walked 
in the directum of the Queen's pavilion. Seve- 
ral Arabs passed him, but always with averted 
heads, and looks fiked upon the eaorth, though he 
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ooold obierye that all gawd Mnrnetdy after bin 
when he was past This led him justly to eon- 
jeetme that his person was known to them ; but 
that dther the Soldan^s commands, or thdx own 
oriental politeness, forbade th^n to seem to nedoe 
a soveteign who desired to remun ineognteo. 

When the Song reached the pavilion of his 
Queco, he fimnd it goarded by those unhi^ypy 
offidab whom eastern jealousy places around the 
Zenana. Blondel was walling before the door, 
and touched Ins rote firam time to time, in a man- 
ner wludi nmk the Afiricans diow their ivory 
teeth» and beat burthen with their strange gee* 
tuies and shrill nnnaftoral voices. 

<< Whirt art .thou after with this herd of Idaek 
catde, Blon4d ?^ said the King ; << whei^ne 
goest thou not into the tent ?^ 

^* Because my trade can neither spare the head 
nor the fingow,^ said Blondel ; *< and these ho- 
nest bUdcamoord threatened to cut me joint from 
joint if I pressed forward.'^ 

'* Well, alter with me,"" said the Sii^, << and 
I will be thy safiegiiard.'' 

The blades aceprdmgly lowered pikes jumI 
11 
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sw<tfdft to King Richard^ and beat thdor e^ on 
the ground) as if unworthy to k)ok upon him. la 
the interior of the pavilion, they found Thomas 
de Vav^c in attendanoe on the Queen* WhOe Be- 
migaria wdcomed Bhnidel, Eii« Ridbard spoke 
for some time secretly and apatt with Ue finr 
kinswoman. 
At length, '« Are we aliU foes5 nqr fair Edith ?'' 

he said in a whisper. 

^< No, my li^e,'^ said Edith, in a roice just so 
low as not to intein]|>t the munc*-^*' none can 
bear ennnty against Kjwg Richavd, when he 
deigns to show himeelf, as he really is^ generous 
and noble^ as well as valiant and honouraUe."^ 

So saymg, she extended her hanJ to him. The 
King kissed it in token of reconciliation, and then 
proceeded. 

" You think, my sweet cousin, that my an- 
ger in this matter was feigned ; but you are de* 
ceived. The punishment I inflicted upon tibis 
knight was just v for he had betrayed — no matter 
for how tempting a bribe, fair cousinf-^^he trust 
committed to him. But I rejoice, perchance as 
much as you, that to-morrow gives him chance to 
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win the teid, atid thitoir %ack ike fitMn which for 
a tiiiie diuig to him, npon the actual thief and 
traitor. No ! — fetnie times may blame Bich«d 
for Impetuoas feUy; but Ihey shaB say, that m 
rendeifag ju%aieiit, he was just when he should; 
nd mer6M nrheii he eould.^ 

« Laud not thyself, cousin King,'' -said Bdifb. 
" They may atHl Ay justice enielty— thy mercy 
caprice.'' 

^ And do not thou pride thyself^^ said the 
Sing, ^* as if thy knig^ who hath not yet buckled 
on hb armour, were udbehing it in triumph—^ 
Canmde of Montserrat is held a good lance. 
What if the Scot diould lose the day ?" 

•^ It is impossible T said Edith, fimily— '< My 
own eyes saw yonder Comrade trouble tmA change 
colour, like a base thief. He is guilty— and the 
trial by comlMtt is an appeal to the justice of God. 
— *I myself k such a cause, would encount^ lum 
witihont fear." 

** By the mass, I think thou woidd'st, wench," 
said the King, ^ and beat hhn to boot; for there 
never breathed a truer Plantagenet than thou." 

15 
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He paused, and added in a rery senous tone,— - 
'^ See that thou continue to remember what is 
due to thy birth.'' 

*^ What means that advice, so seriously given 
at thi9 moment ?"" said JBdith. '< Am I of such 
light nature as to forget my name — ^my condi* 
don?" 

<^ I will speak plainly, Edith,"" answered the 
King, *' and as to a friend,— What will this 
knight be to you, should he come o£P victor from 
yonder lists ?"" 

^^To mer said Edith, blushing deep with 
shame and displeasure,—'^ What can he be to me 
more than an honoured knight, worthy of such 
grace as Queen Berengaria might confer on him, 
had he selected her for his lady, instead of a more 
unworthy choice ? The meanest knight may de- 
vote himself to the service of an empress, but the 
glory of his choice,"" she said proudly, ^* must be 
his reward."" 

" Yet he hath served and suffered much for 
you," said the King. 

" I have paid his services with honour and ap- 
plause, and his sufferings with tears,"" answered 

VOL. IV. X 
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Ediih. ^^ Had he desired other reward, he would 
have loved withm his own degree."^ 

*^ You would not then wear the bloody night-* 
gear for his sake ?^ said King Biehard. 

*^ No more,"^ answered. Edith, ^^ than I would 
have required Um to expose his life by an action, 
in which there was more madness than honour.^ 

** Maidens talk ever thus^*^ said the King ; 
*< but when the favoured lover presses his suit, 
she says, with a »gh, her stars had decreed other- 
wise.'* 

^^ Your Grace has now, for the second time, 
threatenedme with the influence of my horoscope,^ 
Edith replied, with dignity. ^' Trust me, my 
liege, whatever be the power of the stars, your 
poor kinswoman wiU never wed either infidel, or 
obscure adventurer. — ^Permit me, that I listen to 
the music of Blondel, for the tone of your royal 
admonitions is scarce so grateful to the ear."*^ 

The conclusion of the evening offered nothing 
worthy of notice. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

Heard ye the din of Iwttle biay, 
Lance to lance, and hone to hone ? 

Gbat. 

It had been ^eed, on account of the heat of the 
dunate, that the judicial combat, which was the 
cause of the present assembhige of various nations 
at the Diamond of the Desert, should take place 
at one hour after sunrise. The wide lists, which 
had been constructed under the inspection of the 
Knight of the Leopard, inclosed a space of hard 
sand, which was one hundred and twenty yards 
long by forty in width. They extended in length 
from north to south, so as to give both parties the 
equal advantage of the rising sun. Saladin^s royal 
seat was erected on the western side of the inclo- 
sure, just in the centre, where the combatants were 
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expected to meet in mid encounter. Opposed to 
this was a gallery with closed casements, so oontri- 
yed, that the ladies, whose station it was designed 
to be, might see the fight without being themselves 
exposed to view. At either extremity of the lists 
was a barrier, which could be opened or shut at 
pleasure. Thrones had been also erected, but the 
Arch-Duke, perceiving that his was lower than 
King Richard's, refosed to occupy it ; and Cceur 
de Lion, who would have submitted to much ere 
any formality should have interfered with the 
combat, readily agreed that the sponsors, as they 
were called, should remain on horseback during 
the fight At one extremity of the lists were pla- 
ced the followers of Richard, and opposed to them 
were those who accompanied the defender, Con- 
rade. Around the throne destined for the Soldan, 
were ranged his splendid Georgian Guards, and 
the rest of the inclosure was occupied by Chrisdan 
and Mahommedan spectators. 

Long before day-break, the lists were surround- 
ed by even a larger number of Saracens than Rich- 
ard had seen on the preceding evening. When 
the first ray of the sun's glorious orb arose above 
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the desert, the sonorous call, *^ To pr«yer«-»to 
prayer r vas poured forth by the Soldao himself, 
and answered by others, whose rank and zeal en- 
titled them to itct as muezsins. It wag a striking 
spectacle to see them all sink to earth, for the 
purpose of repeating their devotions, with their 
faces turned to Mecca. But when they arose 
from the ground, the sun^s rays, now strengthen- 
ing fiist, seemed to confirm the Lord of Gilsland^s 
conjecture of the night before. They were flash- 
ed back from many a spear-head, for the pointless 
lances of the preceding day were certainly no 
longer such. De Vaux pointed it out to bis mas- 
ter, who answered with impatience, that he had 
perfect confidence in the good fiiidi of the Soldan ; 
but if De Vaux was afraid of his bulky body, he 
might retire. 

Soon after this the noise of timbrels was heard, 
at the sound of which the whole Saracen eay»- 
liers threw themselyes from their horses, and pro- 
strated themselves, as if for a second morning 
prayer. This was to give an opportunity to the 
Queen, with Edith and her attendants, to pass 
from the pavilion to the gallery intended for them. 
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Fifty guards of Saladin^s seragUo escorted them, 
with naked sabres, whose orders were, to cut to 
pieces whomsoeyer, were he prince or peasant, 
•hould venture to gaze on the ladies as they pass- 
ed, or eyen presume to raise his head until the 
cessation of die mumc should make all men aware 
diat they were lodged in their gallery, not to be 
gaaed on by the curious eye. 

TUs superstitious obsenrance of Oriental re- 
yerenoe to the fur sex, called forth from Queen 
Berengaria some crttidsms yery uhfayourable to 
Saladin and his country. But their. den, as the 
royal fair called it, being securely closed and 
guarded by their sable attendants, she was under 
the necessity of contenting herself with seeing, and 
laying aside for the present the still more excel- 
lent pleasure of being seen. 

Meantime the sponsors of both champions went, 
as was their duty, to see that they were duly 
arnied, and prepared for combat. The Arch-Duke 
of Austria was in no hurry to perform this part of 
the ceremony, having had rather an unusually se- 
vere debauch upon wine of Schiras the preceding 
evening.. But the Grand Master of the Temple, 
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more deeply concerned in the eyent of die com- 
bat, was early before the tent of Conrade of Mont- 
lerrat. To bis great surprise, the attendants re- 
fused him admittance. 

« Do you not know me, ye knayes ?"* said the 
Grand Master, in great anger. 

*^ We do, most yaliant and reverend,^ answer- 
ed Conrade^s squire ; >* but eyen you may not at 
present enter— th^ Marquis 4s about io confess 
himself.'' 

•<< Confess himself!"* exclaimed the Templar, 
in a tone where alarm mingled with surprise and 
80ocn,— ** and to whom, I pray thee ?"" 

<< My master bid me be secret,^ said the squire ; 
on which the Grand Master pushed past him^ and 
entered tbe tent. 

The Marquis of Montserrat was kneeling at 
the feet of the hermit of fingaddi, and in the act 
of bepnning his ^sonfession. 

*^ What means this. Marquis ?"" said the Grand 
Master; '^ up, for shame—or^ if you must needs 
confess, am not I here?"" 

^ I haye confessed to you too oft already,'' re- 
plied Comrade^ with a pale cheek and a faltering 
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Toice. ** For QoSIb 8ak»» Gisapd MMter^ begone, 
and let me unfold my conscieiioe to this ludy 
man.^ 

** In what is he holier .than I am ?*" said the 
Grand Master. — ^^ Hermit, prophet, madman- 
say, if thou darest, in what thou excellest me P"^ 

^< Bold and bad man,^ replied the hermit, 
*^ know that I am like the latticed window, and 
the divine light passes through to avail xHihan, 
though, alas ! it helpetb not me. Thou art like 
the iron stancbiona, which neither receive light 
themselves, nor ocmmuiiicate it to any cme.^ 

^* Prate not to me, but depart from this tent,^ 
said the Grand Master ; ^^ the Marquis shall not 
confess this morning, unless it be to me, for I 
part not from his side.^^ 

*^ Is this your pleasure,'' said the hexuit to 
Comrade; ^^ for think not I will obey that proud 
man, if you continue to desire my assistance."^ 

'' Ahis^" said Comrade, irresolutely^ " what 
would you have me say ?— Farewell for a while— 
we will speak anon."' 

'^ Oh, procrastination r exclaimed the hermit, 
^^ thou art a soul-murderer ! Unhappy man, fare- 
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^ell— not for a while, bat until we ghall boA 
meet— no matter where. And fbr thee,"" he add- 
edf turning to the Grand Master, ** Tbxmbls r 

<< Tremble T replied the Templar, contemptu- 
ouriy, " I cannot if I would.** 

The hermit heard not his answer, having left 
the tent 

«« Come, to thia gear hastily,^* said the Grand 
Master, ^* since thou wilt needs go through the 
tooLerj.^-^Htak thee— I think I know most of thy 
frailties by heart, so we may omit the detail, which 
may be somewhat a long one, and begin with the 
absolution. What signifies counting the spots of 
dirt that we are about to wash from pur hands ?** 

<< Knowing what thou art thyself,** said Con- 
rade, ^^ it is blasphemous to speak of pardoning 
another.** 

<^ That is not according to the canon. Lord Mar- 
quis,** said the Templar,— << thou art more scru- 
pulous than orthodox. The absolution of the wick- 
ed priest is as eflPectual as if he were a saint-— other- 
wise, God help the poor penitent ! What wound- 
ed man inquires whether the surgeon that tents 
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Mb gashes have clean hands or ne?— Come, shall 
we to this toy ?*" 

'« No,"* said Ckmrade, << I will rather die un- 
oonfessed than mock the sacrament.^ 

*< Come, noble Mapqnis,^' said the Tem|dar, 

* ronse up your courage, and speak not thus. In 

an honr'^s time thou shalt stand yictorious in the 

lists, or confess thee in thy klmet, like a valiant 

km^t.** 

** Alas, Gmnd Master,^ answered Conrade, 
'* all augurs ill for this affair. The strange dis- 
torerj by ihe instinct of a dog— theirenTal of this 
Scottish knight, who comes into the lists like a 
sp ec tr e -" a ll betokens eviL^ 

^ Pshaw,'' said the Tempkr, << I haye seen 
thee bend thy lance boldly against him in ^ort, 
and with equal chance of success— think thou art 
but in A tournament, and who bears him better in 
the tilt-yard than thou ?<— Come, sqnnes and ar* 
mourew, your master must be accoutred for the 
fieUL'' 

The attendants entered aecordingljr, and began 
to arm the Marquis. 

" What morning is without?'' said Conrade. 



Digiti; 



zed by Google 



TAL£S OF TUK CRUBADfiUS. 331 

^< The sun rifei dimly,** Answered a squire. 

« Thou seest, Grtnd Master,** said Conrade, 
« nought smiles on us.** 

^ Thou wilt fight the more coolly, my son,^ 
answered the Templar ; '^ thank Heaven, that 
hath tempeied the sun of Palestine to suit thine 
occasion.** 

Thus jested the Grand Master, but his jests 
had lost thehr influence on the mind of the Mar- 
quis, and, notwithstanding his attempts to seem 
gay, the gloom communicated itself to the Grand 
Mast^. 

^^ This craven,** he thought, ^^ will lose the day 

in p«iTe faintness and cowardice of heart, which he 

calls tender conscience. I, whom visions and au- 

goiies shake not*— who am firm in my purpose as 

. the living rock-^I should have fought the combat 

myselC^Would to God the Scot may strike him 

's dead'on'the'spot-^it were next best to his winning 

"ithe victory^ But come what wiU, he must have 

' no other confessor than myself— our sins are too 

much in common, and he might confess my share 

with his owh.*^ 

While these thoughts passed through his mind. 
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he continued to asaut the Marquis in arming, but 
it was in silence* 

The hour at length arrived, the trumpets sound- 
ed, the knights rode into the lists armed at all 
points, and mounted like men who were to do 
battle for a kingdom^s honour. Th^ wore their 
vizors up, and, riding around the lists three times, 
showed themselves to the spectators. Both were 
goodly persons, and both had noble countenances. 
But there was an air of manly confidence on the 
brow of the Scot — a radiancy of hope, whicli 
amounted even to cheerfulness, while, althouf^ 
pride and effi>rt had recalled much of Conrade^s 
natural courage, there lowered still on his brow a 
cloud of ominous despondence. Even his steed 
seemed to tread less lightly and blithely to tbe 
trumpet-sound than the noble Arab which was 
bestrode by Sir Kenneth ; and the spnidi^^precher 
shook his head while he observed, that while the 
challenger rode around the lists in the course of 
the sun, that is firom ri^^t to 1^ the defender 
made the same circuit mdderama^ that is fimm 
left to right, which is in most countries held omi- 
nous. 
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A temporary altar was erected just beneath the 
gaUeiy occapied by the Queen^ and beside it 
stood iho hermit in the dress of his wder, as a 
Carmelite fiiar. Other churchmen were also pre* 
sent. To this altar the challenger and defender 
were succesriyely brought forward, conducted by 
theur respective sponsors. Dismountbg before it, 
each knight ayouched the justice of his cause 
by a solemn oath on the Evangelists, and prayed 
that his success might be according to the truth or 
falsehood of what he then swore. Thqr also made 
oath, that they came to do battle in knightly guise, 
and with the usual weapons, disclaiming the use 
of spells, charms, or magical devices, to incline 
victory to their side. The challenger made his oath 
with a firm and manly voice, and a bold and cheer- 
fill countenance. When theceremony was fimshed, 
he looked at the gaUery, and bent his head to the 
earth, as if in honour of those invisible beauties 
which were incbsed within ; then, loaded with ar- 
mour as he was, sprung to the saddle without the 
use of the stirrup, and made his courser carry him 
inasuccession of caracoles to his station at the east- 
em extremity of the lists. Conrade also presented 
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himself before the altsor with boUbess enough ; 
but his Yoice^ as he took the oath, sounded hoU 
h>ir, as if drowned in his helmet. The lips, with 
which he appealed to Heaven to adjudge victoiy 
to the just quarrel, grew white, as they uttered 
the impious mockery. As he turned to remount 
his horse, the Grand Master approached him 
closer, as if to rectify something about the sitting 
of his goiget, mid whispered,—-'' Coward and 
fool ! — ^recall thy senses, and do me this battle 
bravely, dse, by Heaven, ahoulf at then escape 
him, thou escapest not nu r 

The savage tone in which this was whispered, 
perhaps completed the confusion of the Marquises 
nerves, for he stumbled as he made to horse; and 
thov^h he recovered his fiset, qnrung to the saddle 
with his usual agility, and displayed his address 
in horsemanship as he assumed his position oppo- 
nte to the challenger's, yet the accident did not 
escape those who were on the watch for omens, 
which might predict the fate of the day. 

The iniests, after a solemn jvayer, that God 
would show the rightful quarrel, departed firom 
the lists. The trumpets of the challenger then 
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nmg a flourish, and a heraldrat-arms prodaamed 
at the eastern end of the lists,— *' Hoe stands a 
good knight, Sir Kenneth of Scothmd, champion 
for the royal King Richard of England, who ae- 
cuseth Conrade, Marquis of Montserrat, of foul 
treason and dishonour done to the said King.^ 

When the words Kenneth of Scotland announ- 
ced the name and character of the champicm, hi- 
therto scarce generally known, a loud and cheerful 
acclaim burst from the fdlowers of King Richard, 
and hardly, notwithstanding repeated commands 
of silence, suffered the reply of the defendant to be 
heard. iEIe,ofcoor8e, avouched his innocence, and 
offered his body for battle. The esquires of the 
combatants now approached, and delivered to each 
his shield and lance, assisting to hang the former 
around his neck, that his two hands might remain 
free,— one for the management of the bridle, the 
other to direet the lance. 

The shield of the Scot displayed his old bear- 
ing, the leo^yod, but with the addition of a collar 
and broken chain, in allusion to his late captivity. 
The shield of the Marquis bore, in reference to his 
title, a serrated and rocky mountain. Each shook 

14 
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hu lance aloft, as if to aBcertmn the weight and 
toughness of the onirieldj weapon, and then laid 
it in die rest. The sponsors, heralds, and squires, 
now retixed to the barriers, and the combatants sat 
opposite to each other, fkce to face, with couched 
lance and closed visor, the human form so com- 
pletely inclosed, that they lodced more like sta- 
tues of molten^ iron, than beings of flesh and blood. 
The silence ci suspense was now general— men 
breathed thicker, and their very souls seemed 
seated in thm eyes, while not a sound was to be 
heard sare the snorting and pawing of the good 
steeds, who, sensible of what was about to hap- 
pen, were impatient to dash into career. They 
stood thus for perhaps three minutes, when, at a 
signal given by the Soldan, an hundred instru- 
ments rent the aur with their brazen clamours, and 
each champion striking his horse wfth the spurs, 
and slacking the rein, the horses started into fuH 
gaUop, and the knights met in mid space with a 
shock like a thunderbolt. The victory was not in 
dottbi«-*no, not one moment. Conrade, indeed, 
showed himself a practised warrior ; for he struck 

IS 
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his anUigonist knightly in the midst of his shiddt 
bearing his hmce so straight and true, that it 
sUrered into sjdinters up to the very gauntlet 
The horse of Sir Kenneth recoiled two or three 
yards and fell on his haundbes, but the rider 
easily raised him widi hand and rein* But for 
Conrade, there was no reoorery. Sir Kenneth^s 
lance had pierced through the shield^ through a 
plated corslet of Milan steel, through a Mecret^ or 
coat of linked mail, worn beneath the corslet, had 
wounded him deep in the bosom» and borne him 
from his saddle, leaving the truncheon of the lance 
fixed ih bis wound. The sponsors, heralds, and 
Saladin himself, descending from his throne, 
crowded around the wounded man; while. Sir 
Kenneth, who had drawn his sword. ere yet he 
discovered his antag^ist was totally helpless, now 
tommanded him to avow his guilt. The helmet 
was hastily unclosed, and the wounded man, ga- 
ting wildly on the skies, replied, — <* What wodd 
you more ?-»6od hath decided justly-;-! am guil- 
ty— but there are worse traitors in the camp than 
!.•— In pity to my soul, let me have a confessor V" 

He revived as he uttered these words. 

VOL. IV. y 
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<< The uluiiiaii— 4he pdWerfbV remedy, loyd 
brotliet,'* skid Klbg Ridhftrd lo Sdftdiii. 

*^ Th^ tthltot,'^ ann^tteA the Sdldttli^ '' is mote 
Bt itf be dfi^ged ftom <he Ibis to the gdlows bjr 
iM heels, than to pt4^ by its rktues; — and some 
siicH fikte ik iti his look/ he ftdddl, ftfim lookiag 
fii^ ti^h ihe wounddd mka ; '^ fbr, though his 
woUhd mhj he cultd, yi^ AiraeTs seal is on the 
wtetfch'd br^ir.'' 

^< NeVotbelesiB,** Mid Ritbitfd, <' I prAy you 
86 fi)^ hhd What ydd itiAy, that he ttiliy at least 
hMi^ tiiheflii^ eonftidofi-*S]*y lidt sool and body ! 
Td Ute onehilf htttii' of timemay be worth more, 
by i^ thokisaud fold, thim the life o^ the oldest 

<< My tcfa brother*s wish shaU be obeyed/' 
Mid 8tiAdi6. <' Slates, bear this wounded man 
id (mt teiit.^ 

•< Vbtdt s(^r sad th^ Tem^, whohadUther- 
16 mdA gloomily lobkilig M in silencd.-^'' The 
royal Duke df Ani^ aikd mysdf will not permit 
tUfc ttflhitppy Christian Printe to be delivered 
ortt t6 ih^ SttMciMi, thAt th«y May try their 
spells upM him. We ai^ his spoiiiets, and de- 
mand that he be assigned to our eare.^ 
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<' That U) you tfeftiae the c^tftia t^tum offered 
to recover hun ?"" said Bicbttcd. 

'' Not 80^ said the Giand Maator, lecollectiiig 
himself.—'' If the Soldan lueth Uwfiil medidiief, 
he may attend the paticnit in my tent.^ 

^' Do so, I pray thee, good brother,^ said Rich- 
ard to Saladin, " though the permiasioii be un- 
graciously yielded. — But now to a more joyfiil 
work.—- Sound, trumpeta^-shouty £ngl«nd-4n ho- 
nour of England^s champion r 

Drum, clarion, trumpet, and cymbal, rang forth 
at once, and the deep and regular shout, which 
for agea has been the EngUah acdanwtion, sound- 
ed amidst the shrill and irregular yells of the 
Arabs, like the diapason of the organ amid the 
howlii^ of a storm. There was silence at lengdi. 

'^ Brave Knight of the Leopard,'' resumed 
Coeur de Lion, *' thou hast shown that the Ethio- 
pian fnap change his don, and the leopard his 
spots, though clerks quote Scripture for the iB»- 
poaribility. Yet I have more to say to you when 
I have conducted you to the presence of the la- 
dies, the best jndges, and best rewaidere, of deeds 
of chivahry/' 
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The Knight of tlie Leopard bowed aisent. 

** And thou, princely Saladin, wilt abo attend 
Uiem. I pcoBuse thee our Queen will not think 
heradf welcome, if she lacks the opportunity to 
thank her royal boat fi)r her most {Hrincdy reoep- 
non* 

Saladin bent his head gracefully, but declined 
the invitation. 

. << I must attend the wounded man,*^ he said. 
'* The leech leaves not his patient more than the 
champion the lists, even if he be summoned to^a 
bower like those of Paradise. And farther, royal 
Richard, know that the blood of the East flows 
not so temperately in the presence of beauty as 
that of your land. What saith the Book itself— 
Her eye is as the edge of the sword of the Pro- 
phet, who shall look upon it ? He that would 
not be burnt avoideth to tread on hot embers — 
wise men spread not the flax before a bickering 
t(»chr*He, saith the sage, who hath forfinted a 
tueasuie, doth not wisely to turn back his head to 
gase at it.'' 

Ridiard, it may be believed, respected the mo- 
tive of delicacy which flowed from manners so dif* 
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ferent from his own, and urged his request no fur- 
ther. 

*< At noon,**^ said the Soldan as he departed, 
** I trust ye will all accept a collation under the 
black camel-skin tent of a chief of Curdistan.^ 

The same invitation was circulated among the 
Christians, comprehending all those of sufficient 
importance to be admitted to sit at a feast made 
for princes. 

'' Hark!'' said Richard, '' the timbrals an- 
nounce that our Queen and her attendants are 
leaving their gallery — and see, the turbans sink 
on the ground, as if struck down by a destroying 
angel. All lie postrate, as if the glance of an 
Arab^s eye could sully the lustre of a lady's ch^k ! 
Come, we will to the pavilion, and lead our con- 
qu^for Either in triumph. — How I pity that noble 
Soldauf who knows but of love as it is known to 
those of inferior nature !" 

Blondel tuned his harp to its boldest measure, 
to welcome the introduction of the victor into the 
pavilion of Queen Berengaria. He entered, sup- 
ported on dther side by his sponsors, Richard and 
Thomas Longsword, and knelt gracefully down 
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bdbtt die Queien, thongb move than half the 
homage was dlently rendered to Edith, who tat 
an Imt light hand. 

^< Unarm htm, my miatDesses,^ said the King, 
whoae deBf^t was m the eiecntaon of soch dai* 
valrons usagea*^^ Let Beauty honour CSiiTalry ! 
Undo hk spurs, Besengaria ; Queen though liiou 
he, thou owest him what marks of favour thou 
canst give. — Unlace his hehnet, Ediih--^by this 
hand thou shalt, wert iSiou ihe proudest Planta- 
gfinat of die line, and he the poorest knight on 
earth I'' 

Both kdies obeyed Ihe royal commands, Be- 
MDgaria widi busding assiduity, as anxious to 
gratify her husband's humour, and Edith blush- 
ing and growing pak alternately, as slowly and 
anifkwardly she undid, with Lengsword'e assiat- 
onee, the fiwtemngs, which aeeund ihe hehnet to 
the gorget 

f^Ami what expect you jfrom beneath this iron 
aheU?^ said Eichard, as die removal of thecasque 
gaire to rmrn the noUe eountenanee of Sir Een^ 
iiadi, his free glesring with recent exertion, and 
not leas so with present emotion. << VHiat 
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iki^k yepf him, gaDiuits m^ bnmti^ r «al4 iRI<^- 

9lf4. " Dfltb l^§ niseml)}^ w Ethippiijii ^y^^ or 
4otb be iv«0ey»t the fysei of ftp pbppure #p0 nrnf- 
}$i9f i^ventwrer ? No, by W good word !-r-Here 
t^mmte hip TariooB dinguiB^p. H^ hfi^ }pf^t 
dwn be&jre y w, unknown ^av^ by hi^ F0rtfr-^b(8 
ariPf cf» «q«»Jly ^itwguiah^ by l^h f^i^} by fpr- 
(we. Thfl afly^uturpus knjgbt, ]Kemiet;b> WPi«f» 
DAvi4 Eiurl of H wtdngdpft, Pyiflice ftpy i^l of Sfpf- 

i«dr 

There was » gpiiiBi?<tl ^xcl^a^pn pf ?^^p^w, 
and Edith dropped from bjBf bfHld tbf bf h^tv 
ifbioh sbp bad ji^t ?^ye4- 

" Yea, my pmm,^' wd tbe Kipg, " it ffi 
evw ^o. Ye ]m>w how Scptbind 4^^od i^ 
when ahe propoapd to aeod tbia yriwit £^r}, vi|d| 
A bo]4 company of her beat apd noVi^h to §i^ 
our ama i^ thia epoqueat of Pale§(;ii^, but M^i 
to oompiy with her engagpip^pta. This opblo 
yputb) under whAm the ^cotti^b cruaftdiers vfxp 
to bay^ ^mn arrayed, thought foul scorn tfhfi^ hia 
arm should be withheld from the holy wfu:^^, 
and joimd us «t Si^y with a agnail train of devo- 
id and faitb&l Atte^danta, which was augmented 
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bjr 11UU17 of Ui ooontrymcii, towhom themdLof 
Acir leader VM QflknoinL Theoonfidantaof die 
Boyd Pfiuoe had all, sating one old follower, 
fkUenbj death, when hk seoet, but too weD kept, 
had needy oocaaioned my catting off, in a Seot- 
tiah adTenturer, one of the noUeat hopes of £u- 
rope.*- Why did you not mention your rank^ no- 
Me Huntingdon, when endangered by my hasty 
and passionate sentence ?— -Was it that you 
diought Richard capable of abusing the adran- 
tage I possessed over the hor of a King whom I 
hare so often found hostile f* 

** I did you not that injustice, r^al Bichard,"* 
answered the Earl of Huntbgdon ; ^^ but my 
pride brooked not that I should avow myself 
Prince of Seothmd in order to save my life, en- 
dangered for default of loyalty. And, moreoTer, 
I had made my tow to preserve my rank un* 
known till the crusade should be accomfdiAed; 
nor did I mention it, uave in ariiculo martiif and 
under the seal of eoitfession, to yonder reverend 
hermit'* 

** It was the knowledge of that secret, then, 
which made the good man so urgent with, me to 
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lecal my Before aanteiiixrr said Bkhaid. ^^WdU 
did he saj thai, had UtLi good knight fidfen by 
tiny mandate, I should 1i»to wished the deed im« 
dime though it had cost me s Iimb*--*A limb Iw-I 
should have wished it undone Juid it cost me my 
life— smce the worid would have said that Rich- 
aid had dbused the condition in which the heir 
of ScodAnd had fdaoed himsdf, by his confideaee 
in his generosity.^ 

** Yet, may we know of your Grace by what 
strttige and hap^ chance this riddle was at length 
read ?^ said the Queen Berengaria. 

** Letters were Inrought us from England,"' said 
the King, ** in which we learnt, among other un- 
ideasant news, that the King of Scotland bad 
seised upon three of our nobles, when on m pil- 
grimage to Sdnt Ninian, and alleged as a cause, 
dMit fais'heir, being supposed to be fightmg in the 
ranks of the Teutonic Knights, against the heathen 
of Borussia, was, in fact, in our camp, and in our 
power ; and, therefore, William proposed to hold 
these nobles as hosti^es for his safety. This gave 
me the 6rst light on the real rank of the Knight 
of the Leopard, and my suspicions were confirmed 
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Iqr. De Vjiix» who* m hk Mtam fiwn A«iMikm» 
htDue^ bMd^ wilh Imv tbe Bid <7f HuptP^ 
•ak tllflmkiiity * thidMkiiUtd iliYe». iKhp h|Ml 
gMe thirty milfis to unfdd !• De Vaux t Ms«ft 
lie tlMuU bare tald fee me.'' 

<f Old Stniigbaii moat be «(euiedr Mid ^ 
Land af GJUand. "^ He kMV ftm) aqwrieMe 
theft my heart 10 somevhat mfiaF Ibi^ if I tffPle 
myaelf Fkntagenet /^ 

'< Thy heart soft? Ao^«gmmadi>ypfp)diroai 
-rti4hmiCiimbei)aiidflmttilmt ihouiit r «id^ 
ed the Kiiig—*^ It ia we PlaAHg^Mtf who hmt 
•oft and fediiig hewrtPt ^^iks^ twmg tP ^ 
oaoaiDy widi an ezqireaeioD wbkb c«))ed Aehlood 
infto heor cheek-ir^^ Give mp thy b|ind» 9»y fwrimh 
ab, and. Prince of 8cellaod, thwef"" 

«< Forbear, my lord,"" aiid Edith, hangiaf baek, 
and endiMToimiig to hide her confoiioDi imder an 
attempt to rally her royal kinsman's crednli^. 
<^ Remeasbev you not that my hand was to be the 
signal of eoi^Terthiig to the Christian faith thf 
Saiiican and Arab, Sakdin and aU bis turhaned 
hept?'' 

*^ Ay, but the wine) of prophecy bafb chopped 
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about, and sits now in anotbar (ummt^ f epliid 
Riehaid. 

^< Mode not, Iwt your bonds be maik ^Iroig,^ 
said the Hennit, stepping fbrworfl. ^ ^ Tbe bea- 
venlj host write nothing bat tmth in their bril- 
liant i«coids-»9it is man^s eyes which are too weak 
to read their diaraoters aright. Know, that wfacp 
- Saladin and Kenneth of Seotiand slept ia my 
gBotto, I sead in the stars, that there rested under 
mj Toct a prince, the natural foe of Riehard, with 
whom the fate of lE^dith Fhmitagenet wi|b to be 
united. Could I doubt tJiat this must be the 
Soldan, whose ranfc was well Imown to me, aa he 
Q&en vidled my eell to eonyerse on the rpvolur 
lions of the heatienly hodiee ?.r-Again, the %htsof 
the firmament prodaiBied that this Prinpe, the 
husband of Edith Pkn^igenet, should be a Chrfs- 
tian ; and I,-^weak and wild interpreter I f ■ ar g u ed 
thence the conTersioB of the noUe Saladin, whose 
good qualities seemed often to ineline him towards 
the better laith. The sense of my weakness hath 
humUed me to the dust, but in the dust I have 
found comfinrt 1 I haye not read aright the ftte 
of others-^-whocan assure me but that I may haye 
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■riseakulstod mine own f God will not have ui 
break into Ui ooundl house, or spy out his hid- 
den mysteries. We must wait his time with 
watching and prayer— with fear and with hope. 
I came hither the stem seer — the proud prophet 

skilled, as I thought, to instruct princes, and 
gifted even with supernatural powers, but bnrthen- 
ed with a weight which I deemed no shoulders 
bat mine could htLve borne. But my bands have 
been broken ! I go hence humble in mine igno- 
rance, penitent— -and not hopeless.^ 

With these words he withdrew from the assem- 
Uy ; and it is recorded, that, from that period, his 
frensy fits seldom occurred, and his penances were 
of a milder character, and accompanied with bet- 
ter hopes of the future. So much is there of self- 
opinion, even in insanity, that the conviction of 
his having entertained and expressed an unfound- 
ed prediction with so mu(^ vehemence, seemed 
to operate like loss of blood on the human frame, 
to modify and lower the fever of the brain. 

It is needless to follow into &rther particulars 
the conferences at the royal tent, or to inquire 
whether David, Earl of Huntingdon, was as mute 
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in the presence of Edith Plantagenet, as when he 
was bound to act under the character of an ob- 
scure and nameless adventurer. It may be well 
believed that he there expressed, with suitable 
earnestness, the passion to which he had so often 
before found it difficult to give words. 

The hour of noon now approached, and Saladin 
waited to receive the Princes of Christendom in a 
tent, which, but for its large size, differed little from 
that of the ordinary shelter of the common Curd- 
man, or Arab ; yet, beneath its ample and sable co^ 
vering, was prepared a banquet after the most gor« 
geouB fashion of the East, extended upon carpets 
of the richest stufis, with cushions laid for the 
guests. But we cannot stop to describe the cloth 
of gold and silver— the superb embroidery in 
Arabesque— the shawls of Caschmere — and the 
muslins of India, which were here unfolded in all 
their splendour; far less to tell the different 
sweetmeats, ragouts edged with rice coloured in 
various manners, with all the other niceties of 
Eastern cookery. Lambs roasted whole, and game 
and poultry dressed in pilaus, were piled in vesseb 
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ef gtld, andsil^Mr^ «idpofoddn> «id kHennbed 
with laige niaMn of ditrbet, ooolad in snow and iee 
fion the cftTems of Mount Lebanon. A magnU 
fioani pile of cuabiona at the head of the banquet, 
aaemed prepared for the maater of the foaat, and 
such dignitariea as he might eall to share that 
piaoe of distiliction, whiloi from the roof of the 
tent in aU quarters, but over tfab seat of em i neno e 
in partioohff, waved many a banner and pennon, 
the trofdiiea of battles won, and kingdoms oyer* 
thrown. But amongst end above them all, a kmg 
lanoe diapbiyed a shroud, the banner of Death, 
with Ais impressive inscription— «^* Sjki.Aj>iN 
Kivo OF Kings— -Saladin Viotqe of Victobs 
•*^ALAi>iy MUST niB.^ Amid these prepara- 
tions, the sinves who had arranged liiese refresh- 
ments stood with drooped heads and folded arms, 
ttfute and modonless as monumental statnaiy, or 
as automata, whieh watted the touch of the artiat 
to put them into motion^ 

Expecting the aj^oaeh of his prinody guests, 

the Boldan, iaftbued, as moat were, with the su- 

pcntitieni of his time, paused over a faoroaoope 

and corresponding scrdl, which had been sent to 

s 



Digiti; 



zed by Google 



TALEd OF tut CKUSADKliS. 861 

him by th^ hei^niie of Engnddi trh^n he d^j^Krttd 
from the cattip. 

^' Strange and mysterious science,** he uiUtfCred 
t6 hittiseU; '< Which, pretendmg to dr^w the curtidn 
of futurity, Inisleads those whom it seems to guide, 
and darkens the scene l^hich It pretendu to illumi- 
nate ( Whd wtfuld not have said that I was that 
enemy inost dangerous to Richard, whose emnilrjr 
was to be etided by imarri^ge with his kinswoOiaa P 
Yet it tl^ appe&rs that an uMon betwilt this gal- 
hmt Eatl abd the lady will bring about friend- 
ship betwltt Riehatd and Scotland, an enemy 
more daAgeroiid thati I^- as a wild-cat in a cham- 
ber is tnote to be dreaded thiin a lion in A distant 
desert — But then,"^ he couthiued to mutter to 
himself, <* the combinatioti itatittaates, that this 
husband was to be Chriseiaii.-*^Christian ?'* he re- 
peated, after a pause,'^** That gaire the insane 
fiinatie hopes that I might renounce my fkith ! 
but me, the faithful follower of our Prophet*— 4lie 
it ehould hare undeceived. Lie-there, mysterious 
seMlI^"* he added, thrusiing it under the pile of 
eusfaiottft \ ^* Mtange are thy bodements and fktal, 
since, even when true in themselves, they work 
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upon tbiwe who atlempt to AecjTfber their i 

ing all the eflR^cts of falsehood. — ^How now ! what 

means this intrusion ?"" 

He spoke to the dwarf Nectabsnns, who rushed 
into the tent fearfully agitated, with each strange 
and ditproportioned feature wrenched by horror 
into still more extravagant ugline8s,*-his eyes 
open, his mouth staring, his bands, with their 
shrivelled and defbrmed fingers, wildly expanded. 

** What now ?"* said the Soldan, sternly. 

*^ Acdpe hoc T groaned out the dwar£ 

** Ha 1 say'st thou T answ^ed Saladin. 

** Acdpe hoc T replied the panic-struck crea- 
ture, unconscious, perhaps, that he repeated the 
same words as before. 

*^ Hence, I am in no veb for foolery !^ 

<< Nor am I further fool,"" said the dwarf, 
'* than to make my folly hdp out my wit to earn 
my bread, poor helpless wretch !— -Hear, hear me, 
great Soldanr 

** Nay, if thou bast actual wrong to comphun 
of,^' said Saladin, << fool or wise, thou art entided 
to the ear of a King.— Retire hither with me T 
and he led him into the inner tent 
10 . 
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Whatever their conference related to, it was 
soon broken off by the fanfare of the trumpets, 
announcing the arrival of the various Chris- 
tian princes, whom Saladin welcomed to his tent 
with a royal courtesy well becoming their rank 
and his own ; but chiefly, he saluted the young 
Earl of Huntingdon, and generously congratula- 
ted him upon prospects, which appeared to have 
interfered with and overclouded those which he 
had himself entertained. 

" But think not,'' said the Soldan, ** thou noble 
youth, that the Prince of Scotland is more wel- 
come to Saladin, than was Kennetli to the Solitary 
Ilderim when they met in the desert, or the dis- 
tressed Ethiop to the Hakim Adonbeck. A brave 
and generous disposition like thine hath a value 
independent of condition and birth, as the cool 
draught, which I here proiFer thee, is as delicious 
from an earthen vessel as from a goblet of gold/^ 

The Earl of Huntingdon made a suitable re- 
jply, gratefully acknowledging the various import- 
ant services he had received from the generous 
Soldan ; but when he had pledged Saladin in the 
bowl of sherbet, which the Soldan had proffered 
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to him, he could not help remarking with a smile, 
*^ The braTe cavalier, Uderim, knew not of the 
formation of ice, but the munificent Soldan coola 
hiB sherbet with snow.*" 

•< Would'st thou have an Arab or a Eurdman 
as wise as a Hakim P^ said the Soldan. ^' He who 
does on a dieguise must make the sentiments of 
his heart and the learning of his head accord with 
die dress which he assumes. I desired to see how 
a brave and single-hearted cavalier of Frangistan 
vrauld conduct himself in Rebate with such a chief 
as I then seemed ; and I questioned the truth of 
a wdl*known fact, to know hj what arguments 
thou would'st support thy assertion.^ 

While they were speaking, the Arch-Duke of 
Austria^ who stood a little apart, was struck with 
the mention of iced sherbet, and took with plea* 
sure and some bluntness the deep goblet, as the 
Eurl of Hundngdon was about to replace it. 

<' Most delicious V he eaxlaimed, after a deep 
draught, which the heat of the weather, and the 
feveriahness foUowbg the debauch of the prece- 
ding day, had rendered doubly acceptable. He 
sighed as he handed the cup to the Grand Mas- 
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ter of the Tempkra. Salodiit made a sign to the 
dirarf, who advanced and pronouDced, with a 
harsh voice, the words, Jccipe hoc I The Templar 
started, like a steed who sees a lion under a busfa 
beside the pathway ; yet instantly recovered, and 
to hide, perhaps, his confusion, raised the goblet 
to his Upft— ^bttt those lips sever touched that 
goblet's run. The sabre of Saladin left its sheath 
as lightning leaves the doud. It was waved in 
the air,-^nd the head of the Ghrand Mcstet rolled 
to the extremity of the Xentf while the trunk re- 
mained for a second standiiig with thti goUet siiU 
denched in its grasp, ibest fell, the Hqaor ming*- 
Ung with the blood that spurted firom the veins. 

There was a general exdamation of treason, 
and Austria, nearest to whom Saladin stood with 
the bloody sabre in his hand^ started back as if 
apprehensive that his turn Was to come next. 
Richard and others laid hand on their sw(Hrds» 

^^ Fear nothing, noble Austria,^' said Sidadin, 
as coBftposecQy as if nothing had happrated^ ^^ nor 
you, royal England, be wroth at what you have 
se«i. Not for his naaill^ treasons ;-*-not for the 
attempt which, as may be vouched by his own 
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iqiiiie, he instigated against King RicbarcTs life ; 
-*not that he pursued the Prince of Scotland and 
mysdf in the desert, reducing us to save our lives 
by the speed of our horses ; — ^not that he had stir- 
red up the Maronites to attack us upon this very 
occasion, but that I brought iip unexpectedly so 
many Arabs as rendered the scheme abortive ;— - 
not for any or all of these crimes does be now lie 
there, although such were deserving such a doom ; 
—but because, scarce half an hour ere he pdiuted 
our presence, as the simooin empoisons the at- 
mosphere, he poniarded his comrade and accom* 
plice^ Conrade of Montserrat, lest he should con^ 
fess the infamous plots in which' they had both been 
engaged:"" 

** How ! Conrade murdered ?— And by the 
Grand Master, his sponsor and most intimate 
frirad !"' exclaimed Richard. <* Noble Soldan, I 
would not doubt thee — ^yet this must be proved— i- 
otherwise— — * 

' '^ Tliere. stands the evidence,"" said Saladin, 
pointing to the terrified dwarf <* Allah, who 
sends the fire-fly to illuniinate the night season, 
can discover secret crimes by the most contempti- 
ble means."" 
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The Boldan proceeded to tell the dwarTs story, 
which amounted to this. — In his foolish curiosi- 
ty, or, as he partly confessed, with some thoughts 
of pilfering, Nectabanus had strayed into the tent 
of Conrade, which had been deserted by his at- 
tendants, some of whom had left the encampment 
to carry the news of his defeat to his brother, and 
others were availing themselves of the means 
which Saladm had supplied for revelling. The 
wounded man slept under the influence of Sala- 
din^s wonderful talisman, so that the dwarf had 
opportuni^ to pry about at pleasure, until he was 
frightened into concealment by the sound of a 
heavy- step. He skulked behind a curtain, yet 
could see the motions, and hear the words of the 
Grand Master, who entered, and carefully secured 
the covering of the pavilion behind him. His 
victim started from sleep, and it would appear that 
he instantly suspected the purpose of his old as- 
sociate, for it was in a tone of alarm that he de- 
manded wherefore he disturbed him P 

^^ I come to confess and to absolve thee,'" an- 
swered the Grand Master. 

Of their further speech the terrified dwarf re- 
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in€JDbei6d little, save that Copradi) Qii]^«d the 
Grand Master not (o Inreak a wounded reed, and 
that the Templar struck him to the heart with a 
Turkish dagger, with the words acdpe hcc^^ 
words which long afterwards haunted the terrified 
imagbation of the concealed witness. 

'' I verified the Ude,"" said Saladin, '' by cau- 
sing the body to be examined ; and I made this 
unhappy being, whom Allah hath made the dis- 
coverer of the crime, repeat in your own presence 
the words which the murderer spoke ; and you 
yoorselves saw the effect whidi they produced 
upon his consci^nee.^ 

The Soldan paused, and the Kbg <^ England 
liroke silence:*^ 

" If this be true, as I doubt not, we have wit- 
nessed A great act of justice, though it bore a 
different asp^t But wherefore in this presence? 
wherefore with thine own hand ?'' 

<< I had designed otherwise,'" said Saladin; 
*' but had I not hastened his doom, it had been 
altogether averted, since, if I had p«nnitted him 
to taste of my cup, as ho was about to do, bow 
could I, without incurring the brand of inhospi- 



Digiti; 



zed by Google 



TALES OF TH« CRUSADERS. 9S9 

teiity^ have done him to death s» he deserved F 
Had he murdered my fitther, and afterwards par- 
taken of my food and my bowl, not a hair of his 
head could have been injured by me. Btit enough 
of him-«-let hk carcase and his memory be remo* 
▼ed fiom amongst us.^ 

The bo^ was carried away, and the marks of 
the slaughter oUiteiiated or concealed^ witdi such 
ready dexterity, as showed that the case was not 
altogether so uncommon as to paralyze the assbt- 
ants an^ o£Bicers of Saladin^s household. 

fiiU the Christian princes felt that the scoie 
which they had bdield weighed heavily on their 
qnrits, and although, at the courteous invitation 
of the Soldan, they assumed thdr seats at the 
banquet, yet it was with the silence of doubt and 
amaaement. The spirits of Richard alone snr* 
mounted all cause for suspicion or embairassBiait 
Yet he, too, seemed to ruminate on some proposi* 
tion, as if he was desirous of making it in the most 
insinuating and acceptable manner which was 
possible. At length he drank ofP a large bowl of 
wine, and, addressing the Soldan, desired to know 
whether it was not true that he had honoured the 
Earl of Huntingdon with a personal encounter. 
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Sakidin aoBweied with a fiinile> that he had 
pvoved hk horse and his weapoiu with the heir of 
Scotlaad, as cavaliers are wont to do with each 
other when they meet in the desert— and jnodeat- 
ly added, that though the combat was. not entire- 
ly decisive, he had not, on his part, mudh reaaon 
p> pride.himself on the event. The Soot, on. the 
other hand, disdatmed the attribiUed superiority, 
and wished to assign it to the Soldan. 

" Enough of honour thou hast had in the a&- 
oounter,^ sud Richard, ^^ and I envy thee more 
for that, than for the smiles of £dith Plantagenet, 
though one of. them might reward, a bloody, day's 
work — But what say you, noUe princes ; is it fit- 
ting, that such a royal ring of chivalry should 
break up without something bmg. done for fu- 
ture times to speak of? What is the overthrow 
and death of a traitor, to such a fair garland of 
honour as is h&ce assembled,. and which ought not 
to part without witnesdng something more worthy 
of their r^ard P How say you, princely SoUan-i- 
What if we two should now, and before this fair 
company, decide the long contended question for 
this landof Palestine, and end at once these tafious 
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wan ? Ycmder «ie the liifcs ready, nor can Payi- 
nimrie ever hope a better champion than thou. I, 
'unksft worthier ofiers, will lay down iny gauntlet 
in bdialf of Chiiatendom, and, in all love and ho- 
nour, we will do mortal battle for the possession 
.otJefosalem.'^^ 

. There was a deep pause for the Soldan^s an- 
fiwer« . His cheek and brow coloured highly, and 
it was the opinion of many present, that he hesi- 
tated whether he should accept the challenge. 
At length he said, '' Fighting for the Holy City 
against those whom we regard as idolaters, and 
worshippers of stocks and stones, and graven 
linages, I might confide that Allah would strength- 
en my aim ; or, if I fell beneath the sword of the 
Mdec Ric, I could not pass to Paradise by a 
more glorious death. But Allah has already given 
Jerusalem to the true believers, and it were a 
.tempting the God of the Prophet to peril, upon 
my own p^sonal strength and skill, that which I 
hold securely by the superiority of my forces.**' 
• ^^ If not for Jerusalem, then,^^ said Richard, 
-in the tone of one who would entreat a favour of 
•:an intimate friend, ^^ yet, for the love of honour, 
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left uf run «t batt dnee oomes wkh grniM 



'< £Ten di»,''ttid Saladm, half snuliiigst Ck]^ 
de Lkn^fl aflfectioiiate eaniesftiiesB for the eonbe!, 
^^ eym this I mxf not lawfully do. The maitar 
places the shepherd oyer the flodc, not fiiar die 
4diepl»sd'8 own sake, bat for the sake of the sheep. 
Had I a son to hold die aoqptEe when I fidl^ X 
■igfat hare had the liberty, 9b I have die will, to 
braTe this bold encounter ; but yoor own Sci:^ 
tore sayeth, that, when the herdsman is smittra, 
the sheep are scattered.^ 

<' Thou hast had all die fortune/' said Ri<^ard, 
turning to die Earl of Hundngdon with a ogh. 
^^ I would haye given die best year in my life fixr 
that one half hour beside the Diamond of die 
Desert !"* 

The chivahrotts extrayagance of Bidaid mwM^ 
kened the spirits of die assembty, and when at 
leogdi they arose to depart, Sabdin advanced and 
took Coeur de Lion by the hand. 

'' NoUe King of England/' he said, ^ we now 
part, never to meet again. That your league is 
dissolved, no mors to be reunited, and that your 

IS 
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iialav« for<M are fiv tooftw to exiahte you to pn>. 
secute your eatetpvizey is as well known to me as 
to yotiraelf. I may not ybld you up that Jeru- 
aaleaoi which you to much clesire to hold It is 
to u«, as to you, a H<dy City. . But whatever 
other tenia Richard dnnands of Saladin, shall he 
as v^iUingly yielded aa yonder fimntain yieids itB 
waters. Ay, and the same should be as frankly 
afforded by Saladiii, if Richard stood in die de- 
sert with but two archers in his train !^ 



The next day saw Richard's return to his own 
camp, and in a short space afterwards, the young 
Earl of Huntingdon was espoused by Edith Plan- 
tagenet. The Soldan sent, as a nuptial present on 
this occasion, the celelarated talisman ; but though 
many cures were wrought by means of it in Eu- 
rope, none equalled in success and celebrity those 
which the Soldan achieved. It is still in existence, 
having been bequeathed by the Earl of Hunting. 
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ckm to A fantTe knif^t of Scothnd, Sir Mango of 
tfae Lee, in whose a&dent and highly honoured 
fiunily it is still preserved ; and although charmed 
stones have been dismissed from the modem Fhar* 
maoopeia, its virtues are still appUed to for stop- 
pang Uood, and in cases of canine madness. > 
Our story closes here^ as the terms on which 
Siehard evacuated his conquests are to be fimud 
in every history of the period. 
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